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Matthew 24:36-44 
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December 1, 2019 

Look Out! 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Jesus encourages us on the First Sunday of Advent. Speaking to those who believe in Him, 

He says, (Luke 24:42) “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming.” In other words, He teaches us in 21st century Calvert County, prepare and “Look out!” 

Advent is a season of waiting and preparation. Because it falls before Christmas, many focus 

on that day. They spend Advent waiting and preparing for December 25th – getting cards, letters, 

and gifts sent, putting up decorations, digging out favorite recipes and stocking up for feasts and 

parties. But Christmas, a day we celebrate the first coming of our Savior, isn’t the central focus 

of Advent. And God’s Word is clear on that. Certainly, Jesus’s birth is a key event in our life of 

faith. After all, if He didn’t come the first time, how could He have lived to suffer and die on the 

cross as the punishment for our sins? How could He have risen from the dead to new life to 

defeat the power of death for all who believe in Him? But … Jesus made another promise while 

with His first disciples, and it’s a promise made to us, His latest disciples, (John 14:3) “I will 

come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.” So … “Look out!” 

It’s not a question of “Will the Lord return?” He will … He promises He will. It’s a question 

of “When will He return?” That answer is … sometime that nobody but the Father knows about. 

So, Jesus’ encouragement to us today … prepare … all the time … “Look out!” 

Jesus’ warning reminds me of a story of a school teacher who told her class she had to step 

out for a few minutes. “I won’t be gone very long. I’m sure there won’t be any trouble. I’m 

trusting you to do your work while I’m out.” Time passes – 10, 20, 40 minutes. Suddenly the 
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teacher returns to find Dennis throwing an eraser at Carol, as she works on her assignment … 

and Steven standing on a desk making faces at the class. The teacher promised to return. Some of 

the students heeded her promise … they remained prepared by doing what they were told while 

staying on lookout. But, Dennis and Steven … they wished they’d done as they were told and 

stayed on look out. 

When you’re on look out, it’s important to stay engaged … to always be looking out. When 

driving for example … many of us were taught to keep our eyes on the road, not only ahead, but 

also behind. By shifting our gaze from side mirror, to road ahead, to rearview mirror, to road 

ahead, to side mirror and so forth, we continuously look out for other drivers and road hazards so 

we can avoid accidents and take evasive action when needed. On the other hand, if we allow 

ourselves to become distracted while driving … fiddling with the entertainment or navigation 

systems, trying to respond to a text while driving, or trying to eat lunch on the go … we take our 

eyes off the road and other vehicles. We’re not looking out … and that’s when we find ourselves 

unprepared and accidents happen. So, don’t be distracted – “Look out!” 

Jesus uses the example of Noah as part of His encouragement to “Look out!” To remain 

focused on God and His will for us. In Noah’s day, the obedient sons of God continuously called 

on name of the Lord as the Holy Spirit dwelt with them … they were looking out! But then, 

distracted by things around them, they began to follow their own spirit, rejecting the Spirit of 

God. They began to take wives from the sons of man, descended from Cain, Abel’s killer. This 

began a fixation on worldly things and great evil. So much so God said, (Genesis 6:3) “My Spirit 

shall not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” In His great mercy 

though God provided mankind 120 years to turn away from evil and return to Him. 

Unfortunately, with the exception of Noah and his family, mankind didn’t return to God. They 
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continued going about their lives (Matthew 24:38) “eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark.”  

We know Noah’s story well … how God told him, even though he lived in the middle of a 

desert, to prepare himself and his family. God told Noah to build a giant boat through which 

He’d save His creation from  the aftermath of a flood of biblical proportions. Despite the 

absurdity of God’s call to Noah, Noah was faithful. He prepared and kept on “Look out!” 

Even though Noah’s neighbors most likely ridiculed him for his work, Noah remained 

focused on God’s Word. Noah trusted God when He said He would indeed flood the earth. 

(Genesis 6:22) “Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.” Day in and day out, for 

years Noah woke up each day guided by the future reality God had laid out for him. His only 

thought, “A flood is coming. I’ve got to be ready. I’ve got to look out!” Finally, the Ark was 

ready … but where was the rain? Noah didn’t care what the world thought. He remained focused 

on God’s task. He was prepared. On yet another sunny, dry day Noah entered the Ark with his 

family and the most incredible menagerie imaginable. And only then, after another week, did the 

rain begin. (Genesis 7:7-10) “Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him went 

into the ark … And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth.” Noah 

remained prepared … focused … undistracted from God’s Word … He remained on lookout! 

Meanwhile, the rest of the world, distracted by their own desires carried on with business, 

ignoring the warning Noah and his family spoke through their words and the building of a 

massive boat in the middle of the desert. Jesus, the Son of Man, reminds us these world-focused 

people remained (Matthew 24:39) “unaware until the flood came and swept them all away,” 

adding, for our benefit, “so will be the coming of the Son of Man.” Be prepared … “Look out!” 
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Many in the world are on “lookout” only for themselves, focused on the things of the world. 

They ignore God at their own peril even as they go about their daily activities of “eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage” … activities that aren’t in and of themselves evil or 

bad, but have more of a worldly or and self-centered focus to them. Activities which distract 

from allowing God to prepare His creatures for “the coming of the Son of Man” through prayer 

and hearing Him speak to us through His Word.  That is … if one even believes God’s Word … 

His promise to return … His call to be prepared as we “Look out!” 

Then there’s you and me.  As we go about our daily lives, most of us are on the lookout. But 

for what? And then, are we prepared to do something should the lookout reveal a threat of some 

sort? Are we like a friend’s dog who “prowls” the house in his absence … he’s certainly on the 

lookout? However, if the doorbell rings, the “watch dog” high tails it to the bedroom … not 

terribly prepared to do anything in response to a “threat.” Jesus calls on us, His people, to not 

just gaze into the future, but to be prepared to face it when it does happen – as He promises it 

will saying, (Luke 24:44) “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect.” 

As we gaze into the future, some of us might be too focused on the future aspects of 

“Looking out!” for Jesus’ return. Thinking, “Oh that’s not for a while. I’ll get ready later,” we 

forget Jesus’ warning to be ready … “look out!” because the day will come suddenly without 

warning!  

On the other hand, we might be so focused on “Looking out!” that we spend all of our time 

getting ourselves ready … forgetting what God tells us through His apostle Paul, (Romans 13:8, 

10) “Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law ... Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.” Too 
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focused on looking out for ourselves, we don’t spend time doing what God calls us to do each 

day in His creation … to open other’s eyes so they too will join us on lookout. 

As we seek balance in our new lives in Christ, preparing for His promised return as we 

constantly look out for that day, Dr. Michael Wilkins, a theologian at Biola University offers this 

helpful insight, “Live as though Jesus is coming back today; plan as though He is not coming 

back for a hundred years.” Continue to prepare by doing His will while staying on lookout. 

Though we may at times fall asleep while on lookout; through His grace and mercy, on 

account of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Father in heaven forgives our momentary lapses. Forgiven, 

He calls us to rejoin our brothers and sisters in Christ preparing always and keeping a sharp 

lookout. As we continually study God’s Word and engage Him in faith-filled prayer, He will 

bolster our faith. He will enable us to do His will in the world as we continually prepare and look 

out! Like Noah, we can wear our faith on our sleeves for all to see; that through our faith-filled 

words and deeds we can show an urgency of preparing and looking out at all times for Christ’s 

promised return so that the unbelieving masses might also see and join us on lookout. In these 

and other ways, even though we don’t know when, we’ll be awake, prepared, and on full lookout 

when the Son of Man returns to bring us into His eternal kingdom.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 

James Kent 


