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November 24, 2019 

Subjects to the King 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and His Son, our King, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The king, bedecked in robes and a golden crown, moves through a throng of people as he 

makes his way to his throne perched atop a hill overlooking his subjects.  

The king’s throne is, I imagine, a typically huge chair covered with ornate carvings overlaid 

in gold and encrusted with jewels. The throne itself is set on a pedestal requiring several steps to 

ascend to the place of power. From his royal throne, the king rules his kingdom.  

In the days of old, when knights were bold, kings ruled according to the Tria Praecepta, 

Three Precepts … prevent wrongdoing, rule with justice and mercy, and preserve the peace. This 

was the fundamental job description of a king. 

The king’s subjects loyally served him, pledging their allegiance to him, obediently 

following his decrees … in return the king, treasuring his subjects did whatever he could to 

provide for them … giving them the means to live securely and in peace without fear of harm 

and danger from others. This is the way we like our kings to be – powerful, helpful, merciful. 

Today, the last day of the church year, is called “Christ the King Sunday” … we celebrate 

Jesus, our King … And yet here’s the picture we see in scripture of our King. Jesus, crowned 

with thorns digging into his skull, trudges through the streets of Jerusalem … through crowds 

alternately hurling insults at him and weeping loudly on account of His suffering. He is led to the 

top of hill where His throne, a Roman cross, sits encrusted with His blood, embellished with 

metal spikes, and marked with a sign, … “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” Atop the hill, 
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nailed to His throne, He is raised up so He can gaze upon His subjects. Many of His once loyal 

subjects didn’t think it would turn out like this. 

Just a few days earlier, many expected a much different ending. Looking back on the week, 

they remembered the Triumphal Entry … Jesus came into Jerusalem riding on the back of a 

donkey … the sign of a king who comes in peace. The crowd triumphantly waving palm 

branches … the ancient sign of victory! Shouts of “Hosanna! Son of David!” This was the one 

they’ve waited for … the Messiah! The one God promised to free them from their Roman 

oppressors to these Romans. The one who’ll restore Israel to the greatness like the days of David. 

But … here they are … disappointed in God again. They’ve said it before, as recorded by 

Malachi, (Malachi 3:14) “It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping His charge … 

Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.” Expecting loyalty to 

God to lead to power, riches, and comfort, they grew disillusioned with Him … why even bother 

…? 

The problem … these subjects of His don’t know who Jesus is or what He came to do. 

And they aren’t alone … the temple rulers and soldiers mock and humiliate King Jesus as He 

hangs from His throne above them. (Luke 23:35, 36) “He saved others; let Him save Himself, if 

He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One! … If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” In 

essence saying, “You claim to be this Son of God … come to save the world … so prove it!” 

Their problem … these rulers and soldiers don’t know who Jesus is or what He came to do. 

Then there are the two men crucified along with Jesus. The gospels of Matthew and Mark tell 

us, (Mark 15:32) “Those who were crucified with Him also reviled Him.” And one of them even 

boldly taunted Jesus saying, (Luke 23:39) “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
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Their problem too … they don’t know who Jesus is or what He came to do. And we see 

similar problems today. Many don’t really know who Jesus is or what He came to do.  

Many are ignorant because they’ve been misled by others about who Jesus is and what He 

came to do. They’ve been taught, through Satan’s false teachers, that God blesses His people 

with happiness and comfort while punishing evil doers with His wrath. Then, when they see evil 

in the world so often rewarded, while many who seem to do good suffer, they too become 

disillusioned. They ask, “How can a so-called ‘good God’ allow so much evil in the world … 

especially to good people?” Like the rulers and soldiers, they cry out to Him for proof that He is 

who He says He is … while ignoring, at their own peril, the Word of God passed down to us 

through the centuries by God’s chosen prophets and apostles … the Word which, if read and 

studied, would tell them who Jesus is and what He came to do. In ignorance, rather than seek 

God in His own Word, they seek others to save them … or develop their own means of salvation.   

Many others live in ignorance looking to God, not as their Lord and King to be obeyed, but 

as their servant who should be there at their beck and call whenever they want something. Driven 

by a self-centered consumer culture, Jesus isn’t their personal savior … but their personal 

servant. He’s like the vending machine … simply there to give me what I want when I want it. 

Like the one thief, they rely on Jesus just to pull them out of a jam now and then … ignoring 

what God’s Word says about who Jesus is and what His true mission is. In ignorance, like the 

one thief, they think that if Jesus isn’t going to rescue me so I can go on about my life … if He’s 

not going to give me what I want when I want it, why bother … I’ll just get it myself. 

For some their ignorance is caused by busy-ness and distractions in the world around them 

which keep them from paying attention to God’s Word … or they’ve never heard the story from 

those who do know. Like those who stood by watching … not knowing what to think … they’ve 
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forgotten or haven’t heard their Creator desires to redeem them from the eternal effects of sin 

and death. They’ve never heard the gospel, (John 3:16) “For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 

So, as you hear this familiar story, which character best describes us? Are we part of the 

distracted crowd who just doesn’t have time to hear about Jesus? Or are we more like the one 

thief who simply calls on Jesus to get us out of the latest jam we find ourselves in? Or are we 

like the rulers and soldiers who simply desire to see some proof before committing our loyalty to 

this King who rules from the pathetic throne of a Roman cross? Or maybe we’re a combination 

of all the above? All of us are ignorant at times … so … maybe we’re like the other thief. 

Recalling the gospels of Matthew and Mark, the second thief was right there with the first 

thief, and the rulers and soldiers, and many in the crowds … reviling Jesus as He hung from His 

throne. However, as the day wore on, he began to pay attention to the Word made Flesh. He 

heard what Jesus said … he saw what Jesus did … he heard Jesus say, (Luke 23:34) “Father, 

forgive them, for they know not what they do.” Even as everyone around Jesus hurled all manner 

of abuse against Him, Jesus asked His Father in heaven, “Father … be patient with them … and 

all who are unknowing … Give to them saving faith to become my subjects.” He also hears what 

Jesus doesn’t say … and sees what He doesn’t do. Jesus doesn’t use His power to call down 

curses from heaven … He doesn’t use His power to selfishly relieve His own suffering at the 

expense of His true purpose. Rather, the suffering servant King fulfills the prophecy uttered by 

Isaiah centuries before, (Isaiah 53:7) “He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened 

not His mouth.” Seeing King Jesus ruling in love from His throne, hearing His words of mercy 

and grace, the second thief comes to saving faith … in his rebuke of the first thief he confesses 

both his faith in and loyalty to his King, as well as, his sin. With a repentant heart, he humbly 
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asks, not for relief from his current plight, but simply for forgiveness, (Luke 23:42) “Jesus, 

remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And because of his humble faith and the 

repentance that follows, King Jesus, from the throne of His cross welcomes His newest subject 

into His kingdom, (Luke 23:43) “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in paradise.” 

Jesus assured this man – your suffering ends today … forgiveness for your ignorant sins is yours 

today … you are now My subject in My kingdom! I have forgiven your wrongdoing. I have had 

mercy on you. I have made peace between you and God. 

In the same way, by our King’s death and resurrection, He has opened up His eternal 

kingdom of heaven for us. By the gift of faith and power of the Holy Spirit received in our 

baptisms, we’ve been made subjects of King Jesus. We’ve heard and believed God’s Word that 

Jesus is (Luke 1:32) “The Son of the Most High … of His kingdom there will be no end,” and 

who came to (Matthew 1:21) “Save His people from their sins.” We believe Jesus’ word and 

promise from the throne of His cross that the ignorance we display through our sins is also 

forgiven as we come before Him with repentant hearts. And one day, when the King of kings 

returns to judge the living and the dead, He will echo His Word of old, (Malachi 3:17) “(You) 

shall be mine … my treasured possession.” He will bring us and all His loyal, faithful subjects 

who’ve confessed allegiance the Him into the eternal paradise of His new Creation. There, 

together with all the saints, including the repentant thief, we’ll all worship our King, Jesus 

Christ, as He rules for eternity from His heavenly throne.  

The grace of our King, Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

James Kent 


