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Luke 18:1-8 

Pentecost 19C (Proper 24C) 

October 20, 2019 

“Don’t Ever Give Up!” 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

As Jesus continues His journey toward Jerusalem and the fulfillment of His Father’s mission 

to redeem His creation through Him, He continues teaching on faith. A couple weeks ago, He 

urged us to “use the faith” to forgive others who’ve sinned against us. Last week He taught us to 

“use the faith” to trust God to help us endure and be delivered from the figurative strange lands 

or actual ones we find ourselves in, especially when the strangeness never seems to end. So, how 

are we to “use the faith” in times like these?  

Today Jesus tells a parable, sandwiched between two verse, which tells us. Luke writes, 

(Luke 18:1,8) “He told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose 

heart ...” and “Jesus says, ‘Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on 

earth?’” Jesus encourages us “use the faith” to turn to His Father in prayer as we face trying 

times – like life in strange lands; or difficult actions – like forgiving those who’ve sinned against 

us, as we live out our lives of faith today … waiting for Christ’s return on the Day of Judgment. 

Jesus urges us to be like former basketball coach Jim Valvano. Jimmy V, as he was known, 

battled cancer while maintaining a joyous spirit. He encouraged others to be persistent as he 

accepted the Arthur Ashe Courage and Humanitarian Award for starting the “V Foundation”, 

dedicated to finding a cure for cancer. Jimmy V said, “Don’t give up! Don’t ever give up!”  

Jesus encourages us the same way today. With prayer, “Don’t give up! Don’t ever give up!” 

He tells a story involving an unrighteous judge and a poor widow demanding justice against 
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someone who wronged her. She knows what a judge should do … and she expects him to do it. 

She expects this judge to hear her case and help her out by correcting the wrong done to her.  

The courts in Jesus’ day weren’t like they are today. There were no mahogany tables, gavels, 

juries of our peers, and bailiffs to keep order. The scene around a judge more closely resembled 

the New York Stock Exchange. Crowds shouting at the judge to hear their case. And when 

someone caught his eye, he listened. Unfortunately, the judge’s eye was often caught by a person 

who had the judge’s ear … who took a little bribe on the side to gain the judge’s favor.  

 As a widow in those days, the judge should’ve given her a front row seat to hear her case. 

Over and over, the Old Testament echoes these words, (Deuteronomy 27:19) “‘Cursed be 

anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.’ And all the 

people shall say, ‘Amen.’” But, at the same time, we hear also over and over, how many judges 

were corrupt … trampling the poor, the fatherless, and the widows. So, this poor widow, with no 

money to pay the bribe resorted to the only things she had … her voice and her persistence. 

Yet this judge, by his own admission, could care less what God says. Nor could he care less 

about what people around him say. He cares about one thing … himself and his own personal 

gain and comfort. He knows what he’s supposed to do … but he continues to try to ignore the 

widow and her persistently claims. But even this powerful man has his limits. Eventually he 

relents, “I’ve had enough of this woman! She’s making my life miserable. She’s beating me 

down!” The Greek used here means “to receive repeated blows to the face resulting in black 

eyes.” That’s persistence! The widow most definitely “doesn’t give up, doesn’t ever give up!” 

This unrighteous judge, who could care less about God … and probably even less about other 

people, relents and gives justice to this poor widow. The lesson – if this unrighteous judge gives 
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the widow what she wants, how much more would a good and righteous God, who cares for and 

loves His people, give to them who cry out in faith? And Jesus adds to that saying, (Luke 18:7-8) 

“Will (God) delay long over them? I tell you; He will give justice to them speedily.” 

As we hear this, many of us might be saying to ourselves, “I am crying out day and night! 

But I’m not seeing anything come of it. Where’s my justice?” Despite our persistent prayers, we 

often find ourselves mired in trouble … we see ourselves and loved ones suffering with illness 

and pain … we see seemingly good and innocent people subjected to corruption that robs them 

of comfort … we see willfully wicked people getting ahead in the world while God’s own people 

often seem to be falling further behind … we see unbelievers we pray for daily continuing in 

their unbelief. “Where’s the justice?!” we ask, “Where’s the answer we seek?!” As we lose 

heart, seeing no sign of justice in this world, the temptation is … “To give up. To just give up.” 

James is a pastor in North Carolina. He’s also a writer for a widely read devotional series. He 

and his wife Cari have two children. One, his son, became a drug addict in High School. The 

other, a daughter, lost her faith in Christ. James and Cari knew well the Word of God, (Luke 

18:1) “they ought always to pray and not lose heart.” So, they turned to the only place they 

knew to go … God … they prayed to Him. Asking Him, over and over, day in and day out to 

deliver their children. Their son got into deeper and deeper trouble with the law. Multiple jail 

stays. Eleven trips in and out of rehab. Yet the prayers continued. Their daughter continued 

living in unbelief. Yet the prayers continued. One day the phone rang. They discovered their son 

had stolen his girlfriend’s car, pulled money out of her bank account, bought some drugs, and 

couldn’t wait to get home to get high. He ended up crashing his girlfriend’s car into a tree … 

followed by a trip to the hospital … and then back to jail. The prayers continued … day after 
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day, week after week, month after month, year after year. “Don’t give up! Don’t ever give up!” 

But where is the justice? Where is the answer James and Cari longed for … for so long? 

Jesus taught us to pray … He taught us to ask our Father to help us make His name holy here 

on earth … to ask our Father to help us do His will here on earth … to ask our Father to supply 

us with our daily needs while supplying others their needs too … to ask our Father to forgive our 

sins and to help us forgive the sins of others … and finally to guard us against the temptations of 

the evil one so that we remain strong in faith as we wait, patiently for His will to be done in our 

lives. And Jesus lived out these words in His life. Jesus “didn’t give up! He didn’t ever give up!” 

Jesus steadfastly journeyed toward Jerusalem to do His Father’s will. He knew what fulfilling 

His will entailed … a brutal, hideous death on a Roman Cross. Despite this, moments before His 

betrayal, He prayed, (Luke 22:42-43) “‘Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from me. 

Nevertheless, not my will, but Yours, be done.’ And there appeared to Him an angel from 

heaven, strengthening Him.” The suffering continued, yet Jesus “didn’t give up! He didn’t ever 

give up!” Emboldened by the angel His Father provided, He ascended Calvary, to the Cross, and 

was crucified … to pay the price justice demanded … for my sins, for your sins, for the sins of 

all mankind … death. By His death, justice for our sins was served. By His resurrection, the 

power of sin, and the eternal death it lead to, was destroyed. For all who put their faith in Jesus, 

God the Father in heaven has already given them justice on account of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

James and Cari continued praying for their son for seven years … and finally … after 

persistent prayer, it looks like their son has turned the corner to the straight and narrow. He’s 

been clean for a while. He’s helping others try to avoid the same pitfalls he fell into. And … he’s 

working as a youth pastor. However, their daughter is another story … 
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One day, a friend of theirs named Kevin, held out a slip of paper for Cari to read. He said, “I 

found this note in my mother’s Bible after her death, and I hope it encourages you.” At the top 

of the note it said, “For my son Kevin.” And below it was a prayer for his salvation … a prayer 

his mother made for thirty-five years. As he handed the note to Cari, Kevin said, “I was far away 

from God, and I’m a believer now. Never give up prayer for your daughter – no matter how long 

it takes.” … “Don’t give up. Don’t ever give up.” 

A couple weeks ago we heard Jesus say, in essence, “Use the faith.” He understands the 

difficulty associated with living here and now … in between His resurrection and His second 

coming. He knows things are difficult … the challenges are many … that Satan is still active as 

he strives to weaken our faith, received in our baptisms, which clings to God and His promises of 

forgiveness and eternal life. That’s why Jesus exhorts us to pray always! To not lose heart! 

“Don’t give up! Don’t ever give up!” Of course, we pray for things we and our loved ones need; 

health, safety, and, above all, salvation through faith in Christ. But even more, we pray always 

for an increase in faith … to know and live with complete certainty that our loving Father has 

already granted us the ultimate in justice … freedom from the power of sin – and Satan and his 

best weapon, death … through our faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. One day, when Jesus returns to 

deliver eternal justice, He will find faith in each of us … and He’ll bring us into His eternal 

Kingdom to dwell with Him and our Father forever. 

Grace be with you. Amen. 

James Kent 


