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High Ground 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

If you want to be among the first to see a morning sunrise, go to Maine. Specifically, 

Cadillac Mountain on Mount Desert Island. In certain seasons, this high ground, on one of our 

family’s favorite places to be, is the place where a person will see the sun rise before anyone else 

between Nova Scotia and Central America. Cadillac Mountain isn’t a majestic, snowcapped, 

rocky peak soaring 10s of thousands of feet above sea level. But, at just over 1500 feet high, this 

humble hill, is the high ground that enables one to see the sun rise before anyone else. 

Jesus wasn’t looking for a sun rise as He stood atop the high ground of the Mount of Olives. 

As He stood, overlooking the Temple of Jerusalem from 300-feet above, Jesus gives His 

disciples, including you and me, a view of the future. From this high ground, Jesus, the Son of 

God, sees everything. He tells the crowds, admiring the beauty and majesty of the temple, 

exactly what He sees. He sees an amazing vista … and He shares it with us hoping we see it too. 

We are approaching the high ground of the church year … the point where Jesus gives us a 

clear view of what lies ahead. We began the year in a lowly stable … where a baby, Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God, was born of a young woman named Mary. We fast forwarded to His ministry as 

a 30-year old man. Throughout the year we’ve heard how He worked in accord with His Father’s 

will to bring about the redemption of His creation from the effects of sin and evil. He healed the 

sick. He forgave sins. He raised the dead. Through these signs and miracles, He showed the 

world who He truly is, the Son of God … the fulfilling the words spoken by the prophets of old, 

including Malachi, (Malachi 4:2) “But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall 
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rise with healing in its wings.” As amazing as the pictures these signs paint might be, they pale 

in comparison to the view we’ll get from the high ground Jesus speaks to us from this week and 

for the next couple of weeks. Sure, the birth of Jesus is important to remember. Absolutely, the 

miracles are inspiring to hear about. No doubt, the resurrection is vital to understand. But all 

these things point to an even greater event … which all these events make possible …  (Luke 

21:28, 31, 36) “(our) redemption (which) is drawing near … the kingdom of God (which) is near 

… (when we will) stand before the Son of Man.” What a view that will be! Standing on high 

ground, Jesus gives us a glimpse of that glorious day … a day God tells us we’ll be jumping for 

joy, bouncing with glee, soaring in delight as we’re freed from the bondage and constraints 

which keep us from living as our Creator intended. As God’s prophet Malachi exclaims, 

(Malachi 4:2b) “(We’ll) go out leaping like calves from the stall.” Jesus lets us in on His view of 

the future as He stands on high ground to prepare for this glorious day.  

In the military, high ground has another purpose, one among many. For almost as long as 

nations have risen against nations, and kingdoms against kingdoms, high ground has been vital to 

seeing the enemy approach … to help gain insight into what’s coming in order to prepare in 

advance for the conflict to come. As we stand with Jesus on the high ground of His word, He 

also points out the wars and tumults to come … there will be man-made calamities and natural 

disasters. All of creation will fall into chaos. His intent isn’t to scare us though … it’s to 

encourage us … to prepare us for what lies between now … and that glorious day of victory as 

our King, Jesus, returns in glory to bring us back with Him into His kingdom. 

Jesus sees the trials and tribulations befalling all of us … not just the wicked and evil ones. 

He says, (Luke 21:35) “That day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who dwell on the face of the whole earth.” Nobody, anywhere in God’s creation will be spared. 
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The things we come to rely on day in and day out … the things that seem to give solid ground – 

the rising of the sun in the East and its setting in the West … the moon and stars illuminating our 

night sky … creations of our own making – feats of engineering and science … our financial 

portfolios and possessions … our knowledge, skills, and abilities … even our families and 

friends … these will be shaken to the core at some point. Don’t be surprised … hear what the 

Son of God says from the high ground where He can see all things, (Luke 21:9) “When you hear 

of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not 

be at once.” And just as Jesus said, the temple in Jerusalem, built with human hands, which 

everyone so admired … and the entire city … was destroyed by the Gentile armies of Rome. But 

was just the beginning … there would be still more to come … before that glorious day.  

From this high ground overlooking the temple, Jesus sees the future … He warns us, “Don’t 

let anyone deceive you. Don’t fall for anyone claiming to be me … turn to Me. Turn to My 

Word. Remember this, (Luke 21:33b, 36) ‘My words will not pass away … stay awake at all 

times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, 

and to stand before the Son of Man.’” Jesus urges us to remain faithful by staying connected to 

Him through His Word … through prayer. And He knows the challenges we’ll go through, 

because, from this high ground, He not only saw our trial and tribulation, but His own. From the 

top of the Mount of Olives, Jesus could see not only the temple, but the Garden of Gethsemane at 

the foot of the mount. 

He could see Himself just three days later, on His knees, in the Garden, calling to His Father 

in prayer … for strength to escape His own trial and tribulation, (Luke 22:42-43) “‘Father, if you 

are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours be done.’ And there 

appeared to Him an angel from heaven, strengthening Him.”  
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Immediately, He was betrayed by Judas, captured, led away in chains. He was humiliated 

with lies and insults. He was tortured with whips and spiked cords. He was sentenced to death 

for claiming to be the Son of God and led through the streets below … outside the gates of 

Jerusalem to yet another piece of high ground, Mount Calvary. Jesus of Nazareth, King of kings, 

Lord of lords, was raised up high upon a cross. And on that high ground, He suffered. On that 

high ground, He died … crucified for the sins of the world. And as He died, the heavens and 

earth and all God’s creation cried out. The sun’s light failed. The earth shook as rocks were split 

and tombs were opened. And the curtain in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. On 

that high ground, He was buried … 

Three days later … the sun rose, as it always does, in the east … over the Mount of Olives … 

it shone upon the Mount of Calvary and the tomb carved in the side of a nearby hill where Jesus 

was laid. But echoing the words of the prophet Malachi, on this particular morning, (Malachi 

4:2) “The Sun of Righteousness (rose) with healing in its wings!” The Son of Righteousness, 

Jesus Christ, rose from the dead, proving for all that He is, in fact, the Son of God. In rising, He 

defeated the disease of sin, bringing healing for all who believe in Him, so that they never taste 

the bitter power of death! The day of redemption is drawing near! 

In baptism, we have been given the gift of faith … and the Holy Spirit. By the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we can see the vision of the future from the high ground of Jesus’ Word. Yes … we 

do in fact see the signs before us … trouble and distress, pain and suffering, brokenness and 

destruction … but, knowing that even though (Luke 21:33) “Heaven and earth will pass away,” 

we also hear Jesus encourage us saying, “But my words will not pass away.” We turn away from 

Satan’s children, the deceivers and false teachers trying to weigh us down with the cares of this 

life … trying to lead us astray with confidence in our own abilities and the things of this world 
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… which will pass away. Instead, in faith, we turn to our Father in heaven, we ask Him for 

strength to straighten up and raise our heads to His presence … to endure all these things that are 

taking place and will continue to take place. Then, one day, on the day of the Lord, when we 

(Luke 21:27) “see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory,” we will be 

able to stand before Him. And He will welcome us into His eternal kingdom, (Revelation 21:1-4) 

“(the) new heaven and (the) new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

and the sea was no more … the holy city, new Jerusalem … the dwelling place of God … (where) 

God Himself will be with (us) … He will wipe away every tear from (our) eyes, and death shall 

be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 

have passed away.” There for eternity, we will live forever, on the ultimate high ground.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

James Kent 


