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Romans 3:19-28 

Reformation Day (Observed) – Sunday  

October 27, 2019 

“He Said So!” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I love October! It’s my birth month. It’s Shauna and my anniversary month. So … some gifts 

have been given. It’s also been Pastor Appreciation month … and Shauna and I are truly grateful 

for the love and appreciation we’ve received this month from you all. And this particular 

October, many of us are enjoying the gift of “free baseball” as we’ve “rocked the Red” watching 

the Nationals play October baseball. And even the church calendar is cooperating as we “rock 

the red” to celebrate Reformation Sunday and the gift of God’s Word spoken and taught in truth. 

A gift which brings with it, to all who believe, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the many gifts 

God our Father offers to all mankind through His Son, Jesus Christ. Gifts our Creator gives to us, 

not because we deserve them; but simply because He loves us and desires to bring us into His 

presence now … and for eternity … because He said so! 

Everything we have is actually a gift from God. All we have in this world that sustains us in 

life – food and drink, shelter and clothing, and our knowledge, skills and abilities – all these are 

gifts from God.  He also gives us the gifts of His Word and sacraments – Baptism, as well as, 

Holy Communion which two of God’s children, Josh Kirschbaum and Julia Sigmon, will receive 

for the first time today. Martin Luther, in the Small Catechism, reminds us that Julia and Josh 

and all of us who come to the Lord’s Table, according to God’s Word and promise, will receive, 

in the bread and wine, the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ as well as (SC, Holy 

Communion) “forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation because, where there is forgiveness of sin, 

there is also life and salvation.” We receive all these things in faith, because God, through His 
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Son, has judged us to be right with Him. He has declared us to be His children … part of His 

family. Not because we deserve it … only because … He said so!  

It’s a little bit like God is the home plate umpire and Satan is the batter. Steven Strasburg 

toes the rubber and winds up to throw his devastating fastball. The batter sees it coming, knows 

it’s outside by about 2 feet, but the umpire calls out, “Steerike one!” The batter looks back in 

disgust. The replay with “K-zone” clearly confirms the pitch missed the strike zone by a wide 

margin. But the umpire’s decision is the only one that counts. Stras winds up and hurls a nasty 

curve that bounces a foot in front of the plate for all to see. The umpire calls out, “Steerike two!” 

And because his judgment is the only one that matters, the count is now “0-2.” Strasburg peers in 

and gets the sign from his catcher … he winds, he delivers … his pitch sails two feet over the 

umpire’s head to the backstop. The umpire calls out, “Steerike three! Yer out!” Again, the only 

opinion that matters is the umpire’s. Steven Strasburg is having a bad night. The crowd can see it 

… the batter can see it … even Stras can see it. He oughta be out of the game. But, there’s no 

replay on balls and strikes. In the umpire’s eyes, it’s the batter who’s out! Because … He said so! 

God’s grace is similar. Paul reminds us we’re not just having a bad night … we’re having a 

bad life … at least according to the strike zone our Creator lays out for us. Even the best of us 

don’t measure up, (Romans 3:22b-23) “For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God.” And if that’s not enough, (Romans 6:23) “The wages of sin is death.” 

Fortunately, God doesn’t keep His strike zone secret … He tells us how He wants us to live 

the lives He’s given to us, in the Creation He created for us to live in, using the gifts He created 

for us to use. These expectations are called, the law. Paul writes, (Romans 3:20) “For by works 

of the law no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the law comes knowledge 

of sin.” And the law defines the strike zone we have as we live our lives as God’s children.  
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So, how can this knowledge of sin … a thing which causes death … be a gift? For starters, 

without it … we’d have no idea what God’s strike zone was. We’d simply be trying to throw 

strikes without knowing what a strike was. We’d have no idea we were sinners … destined for 

eternal death. But the law shows us what the strike zone looks like. It helps us to see what sin is. 

When many look at the law, they a simple ten-item list … the Ten Commandments – Have 

no other Gods. Don’t misuse the name of the Lord God. Keep the Sabbath. Honor father and 

mother. Don’t kill, commit adultery, steal, lie, or covet other’s things. Many will say, “Whew! 

I’m okay. I don’t do any of these terrible things ... at least I’m not doing anything really bad.” 

The problem is this … the law is a strike zone set up by God … you’re either in it … or out of it. 

Even when we tell a “small fib” … that’s a lie … it’s outside the strike zone.  When we 

secretly, jealously crave the things someone else has … that’s coveting … it’s outside the strike 

zone. When we go along with the crowd because God’s Word is old-fashioned and out of touch 

with our modern beliefs on pleasure, sexuality, entertainment choices, business conduct, or 

family life … that’s having other god’s by turning the world or ourselves into God … it’s outside 

the strike zone. So, even if we’re not committing what we or the world calls “the big sins” … 

murder, adultery, armed robbery … we’re still having a bad night … unable to throw strikes.   

We must understand the famous ten-point list is more than a simple list of ten “thou shalts” 

and “thou shalt nots.” Throughout God’s Word, He explains Himself. For example … 

When people think of “having other gods,” most often they think of believing in pagan idols 

or being an atheist. But there’s more to it than that. God’s Word says, (John 14:15) “If you love 

Me, you will keep my commandments,” and (Philippians 4:5-6) “In everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” Based on God’s Word, 

Luther says, (SC, 1st Commandment) “We should fear, love, and trust God above all things.” If 
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we fear, love, and trust our own abilities or the abilities of others ahead of God … or simply go 

to Him as an “insurance policy … just in case” … we’re outside the strike zone.  

We most often think of “killing” as literally taking a life in some way. But hear how God’s 

Word explains this commandment, (Matthew 25:42-43) “Jesus said, ‘For I was … a stranger 

and you did not welcome Me, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did 

not visit me,’” and (Romans 12:20) “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 

something to drink.” Again, based on God’s Word, Luther explains, (SC, 5th Commandment) 

“We (should) not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every 

physical need.” Keeping someone from living the life God intended for them – even depriving 

them of food, drink, or medicine – in these and other ways … we fail to hit the strike zone. 

Most of us hear the word “adultery” and come up with an X-rated image of sexual activity 

outside the bounds of God’s gift of marriage between a husband and wife. Jesus elaborates 

saying, (Matthew 5:27-28) “You have heard that is was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 

But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman (or man) with lustful intent has already 

committed adultery in (their) heart.” And God reminds us, (Hebrews 13:4) “Let marriage be 

held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually 

immoral and adulterous,” and (Ephesians 5:33) “Let each one of you love his wife as himself, 

and let the wife see that she respects her husband.” This is done, Luther says, when we (SC, 6th 

Commandment) “lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, and husband and 

wife love and honor each other.” So, even if nobody is getting hurt … and it feels good living 

out our sexual urges as we see fit, contrary to God’s Word … we miss the strike zone. 

When we look at the commandments of the law in this way, against the entirety of God’s 

Word, we begin to gain a more complete knowledge of the law and how we sin even if we claim 
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to love God with all our hearts, minds, and souls … and our neighbors as ourselves. God’s Word 

says, (Romans 3:23) “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” We’re all sinners. 

We all fall short of God’s expectations. We’re all unworthy of His praise. Where’s our hope in 

this seemingly hopeless predicament?  If all we can do is sin, how can we possibly be saved? 

The Lord God is also very clear on this point.  Paul quickly follows God’s expectations for us 

with His promise to us, (Romans 3:24-25) “(All) are justified by His grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be 

received by faith.”  The Good News for all of us, sinners all, is this … God, out of His love for 

each of us, has done all that is needed to make us right with Him.   

The consequence of sin is death … but, because our Father loves us so much, He sent His 

Son, to bear the consequence of our sins … to shed His blood for us … to die for us.  In dying 

for us, and then rising from the dead three days later, Jesus proved He is the Son of God.  He 

bore sin’s consequence a just and righteous God requires; and He removed it from our lives.  

Because of Jesus’ unselfish sacrifice, His suffering and death, God our Father promises to 

forgive us all of our sins. For the times we put other gods ahead of the one, true God … misuse 

the name of the Lord God … don’t keep the Sabbath … don’t honor the authorities in our lives. 

For the times we murder, commit adultery, steal, lie, or covet other’s things … whether by our 

hands, our lips, or in our hearts and minds. Whenever we throw outside the strike zone, no matter 

how badly, our heavenly Father, on account of His Son Jesus Christ, says, “Steerike!” Not 

because we’re deserving, but because … He said so! 

We receive His forgiveness as a gift whenever we come to Him with sorrowful, repentant 

hearts.  Whenever we hear His Word proclaimed in truth and love … He forgives us.  Whenever 

we receive His body and blood, broken and shed for us on the Cross … He nourishes our faith in 
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His promises as He forgives us … and gives us new life.  And today we celebrate as Julia and 

Josh will join us in the celebration of our new life in Christ at the Table of the Lord.   

Forgiven all of our sins, we respond to His grace, mercy and love for us, as the Holy Spirit, 

received in our baptisms, begins to energize our hearts.  He transforms our lives to begin meeting 

the Lord God’s expectations for us while we live our lives in faith.  He helps us to love God and 

our neighbors more completely through our acts and deeds of faith that show Christ’s love to all 

we meet. Led by the Spirit, transformed by God’s love, we begin to hit the strike zone more and 

more frequently. Do we still fall short of God’s expectations? Of course! But, by the power of 

the Holy Spirit, dwelling in our hearts, we believe His promise that, (Romans 10:9) “If you 

confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 

the dead, you will be saved.”  His victory is ours! Satan has been called out! And we’ve been 

called in … to eternal life with Him … because, He said so! 

May the God of peace be with you all.  Amen. 

James Kent  


