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“Faith in Strange Land” 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

We don’t know a whole lot about Naomi, her husband Elimelech, and their two sons Mahlon 

and Chilion. They appear to be simple, every day, ordinary people who lived as God’s children 

in the Promised Land of Judah. What little we do know is this … they were forced to move to a 

strange land, Moab, because of a famine. This tragedy uprooted them from their familiar 

surroundings in Bethlehem in Judah, sending them to a place where they were foreigners … 

sojourners … people largely dependent on strangers to help them out. I’m pretty sure that, aside 

from the hoped-for food, they had no idea what awaited them in this strange land of Moab. 

We’ve all moved to strange lands, at some time, by events beyond our control … It probably 

wasn’t a famine. But it could’ve been a cross-country move. It could’ve been another social or 

economic situation which changed our lot in life. It’s happened to me. The loss of a job caused 

my family to move from New York to the strange land of Arizona. Military orders caused me to 

move, at the whim of the Air Force Personnel Center, to strange lands like California, Wyoming, 

and D.C. Neighbors came and went … coworkers came and went … trials came and went. But, 

every one of these moves to strange lands led to things I couldn’t fathom. But, now, as I look 

back, I see how God worked through each of these moves to bring me and my family to the place 

we are today. 

Take for example the orders I received to work in Northern Virginia. We moved to live in a 

place called Herndon in August 2001. At the time, we weren’t committed to a particular church 

or denomination.  So … we began church shopping. While I was in Korea, Shauna and the kids 



Kent- 2 

 

 

 

tried a bunch of different churches. Then, when I came back, 9/11 happened. I was forced into 

shift work which meant working on Sundays. As we continued “shopping” we came upon a 

congregation called Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. The pastor’s words weekend resonated … 

the membership greeted us warmly … we felt at home. Shortly thereafter, we joined and became 

what we discovered was the strange land of the “Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.” We had no 

idea what else this meant though. However, today … that’s more apparent to us. 

I’m sure Naomi and Elimelech didn’t see what was coming. How could they see their tragedy 

going from bad to worse as Naomi became a widow in Moab? How could she see her sons also 

dying? Leaving her and her two Moabite daughters-in-law left in the strange land of widowhood.  

Naomi was already near the bottom of the ladder as a sojourner … an outsider dependent on 

the generosity of neighbors for subsistence. Now she was also a widow … a woman without a 

husband or children. A woman with seemingly no hope in the ancient world of her time. But God 

knows the difficult plight of the sojourner, the widow, and the orphan saying, (Deuteronomy 

10:17-19) “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords … He executes justice for 

the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. Love the 

sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.”  

While scrounging for food in the fields, Naomi hears news that God has brought an end to 

the drought and famine back in Judah so she decides to return to familiar land. At least there 

she’ll able to rely on family to care for her. And Ruth and Orpah, they can return to their families 

… maybe even find new husbands to rescue them from widowhood. Naomi pleads with her 

daughters-in-law to return to their homes … this would be in their best interests. She feels that 

the likelihood of a man of Judah taking a foreigner to be his wife is slim at best. Though 
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Moabites weren’t on the list of forbidden women, she knew the impact of God’s Word to His 

people, (Deuteronomy 7:3-4) “You shall not intermarry with (foreigners) … taking their 

daughters for your sons, for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other 

gods.” If Orpah and Ruth came to the strange land of Judah, Naomi’s vision of the future was 

this – they’d be foreigners … sojourners and widows. Based her experience, she doesn’t wish 

that on her beloved daughters-in-law. 

But Ruth, the Moabite woman, a former worshiper of the god, Chemosh, had a different 

view. Through her marriage to Naomi’s son Mahlon, she rejected Chemosh and came to believe 

in the one, true God. She wasn’t going back to her old ways. She insisted on going to Judah.  

(Ruth 1:16-17) “For where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people 

shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried.” 

In Ruth’s eyes, she was no longer a Moabite … she was a child of YHWH, the one, true God. By 

promising to die and be buried with Naomi, she renounced ties to her homeland and its gods. She 

didn’t know what lay ahead, but Ruth, instilled with faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob 

… and now of Ruth … trusted Him to guide and provide for her no matter what … as He 

uprooted her and moved her to a new place … a new life of faith in a strange land. 

So … when we’re likewise uprooted from the comfort of our lives by events out of our 

control and placed in a strange land, what or whom do we go to in faith? When the darkness of 

pain and suffering begins to cloud our vision of the future, where do we go?  When the fog of 

financial worries obscures our sight, where do we turn? When the road of life gets filled with 

twisting turns and blind alleys of relationship challenges we need to navigate through, who do 

we trust?  Whether the uncharted waters are actual moves or figurative journeys to strange lands, 
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God never promises that these trying times won’t happen in our lives. But He does promise, 

(Matthew 28:20) “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” So … where is our faith … our 

source of trust … in these perilous voyages into strange lands? 

While we don’t see all the twists and turns of Ruth’s life as a foreigner in the Promised Land, 

we get a glimpse, in the rest of Ruth’s story, that things didn’t magically get better overnight. Yet 

she persisted in faith … she painstakingly gathered leftover grain in the fields. She took care of 

her aging mother-in-law. She carefully avoided the verbal and physical assaults that often came 

the way of young, foreign women. Then one day, a man named Boaz, one of Naomi’s kinfolk, 

took notice of Ruth and her circumstance … a widow of one of his kin. After ensuring no other 

of his kin wanted to care for Ruth, Boaz not only redeemed his kin’s wife, but he married her. He 

rescued her from widowhood. Together they had a son named Obed. Who had a son named 

Jesse. Who had a son named David. Who became, God’s chosen king of His people Israel. 

David, to whom God promised, (2 Samuel 7:16) “And your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.”  And God fulfilled His 

promise to David … to Ruth … to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob … and to all His people through 

His Son (Matthew 1:1,5, Luke 3:31-32) “Jesus Christ, the son of David … the son of Jesse, the 

son of Obed, the son of Boaz … by Ruth.” Jesus, fully God and fully man  

From the moment of Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, sin we all inherited by birth, God has 

worked to redeem all of His creation, including you and me. And He did this through His only 

Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus confirms His Father’s objective to save, not just a few, but all mankind 

who believe in Him, throughout His ministry. In our gospel today, ten lepers, complete outcasts, 

totally separated from society, cry out to Jesus for mercy. He doesn’t touch them or even 
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acknowledge their disease. He simply says, “Go to the priests, the ones who can pronounce you 

clean and let you back into society.”  And while they’re walking to the Temple, the leprosy 

miraculously disappears! Jesus gives all ten back their lives … but only a hated Samaritan, a 

foreigner … understands the source of the healing. He returns to thank and praise Jesus, the Son 

of God for healing not only his terrible disease, but more importantly, his sin. The foreign leper’s 

faith in Jesus made him well … physically and, most importantly, spiritually.  

You and I were foreigners, estranged from the family of God by our sin. However, in the 

waters of baptism, made possible only through the suffering, death by crucifixion, and 

resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit takes up residence inside us and makes us 

children of God. He gives us the same gift of faith the Moabite woman Ruth had … the same gift 

of faith the Samaritan leper had. Our faith clings to God’s promises of forgiveness of our sins 

and eternal life. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we continue to believe we are made well each 

time we’re afflicted with the disease of sin. The Holy Spirit causes our hearts to be sorrowful … 

to repent … to confess and beg, like a leper lying at the side of the road, (Luke 17:13), “Jesus, 

Master, have mercy on us.” To which Jesus responds to us each time, (Luke 17:19) “Rise and go 

your way; your faith has made you well.” And having been made well by Jesus’ cleansing blood, 

shed on the cross, and His Word and sacraments … we will join all who put their trust in God … 

Ruth, the Samaritan leper, and all the saints … in the presence of the one, true God … the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. Our faith, in Christ alone, will deliver us from the strange land we live in 

now … into the eternal Promised Land, the new Creation, the kingdom of heaven. 

Grace be with you. Amen. 

James Kent 


