
Kent- 1 

 

 

 

Revelation 12:7-12, Daniel 10:10-14, 12:1-3 

Festival of St. Michael and All Angels 

September 29, 2019 

“Now and Not Yet” 

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come. Amen. 

John records one of God’s angels saying, (Revelation 12:11-12) “And they have conquered 

him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony … Therefore, rejoice, O heavens 

and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you 

in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” As we hear this, it can be frustrating to 

hear God tell us Satan is conquered … yet now he’s still among us, creating chaos all over the 

place. It’s classic battle between “now” … and “not yet” where we know we’ll be one day. 

It’s a little like the end of baseball season. Nats fans rejoice in knowing they’re in the 

playoffs. Their “magic number” has been reduced to zero … October baseball, even now, in 

September, is a reality. Teams like my Red Sox and Pirates, have been eliminated … there will 

be no October baseball. But the season isn’t over. For the Nats, there’s still opposition and 

potential for injury now. But for the Nats, their names having been written into the playoff 

bracket, there will be October baseball … just not yet. 

As Christians, that’s the way it is for us … we live here now, a place where Satan is still 

playing. He’s been eliminated! On account of Jesus’ victory, Satan’s “elimination number” is at 

zero, but the “short season” is not over just yet. Here and now … we still live with the effects of 

the devil and his angels wreaking havoc all around us. But, knowing that our “magic number” is 

zero, we also live with God’s promise that one day … not yet … we will enter into the promised 

kingdom of heaven … eternal life, freed from the devil’s mayhem. 
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We feel the effects of living “now” as we long for the “not yet.” God’s prophet Daniel knows 

exactly how we feel. He was a mighty man of God who lived faithfully while in exile. His best 

friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego lived through the burning fires of the king’s furnace 

without even a single hair getting singed … saved by an angel of God. Then Daniel himself 

survived a night in the lions’ den … saved by an angel of God who shut the lions’ mouths. Then, 

the angel Gabriel, helped Daniel interpret the king’s dreams … earning the favor of the king … 

and favor for God’s people as the king released them from captivity … providing resources to 

rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. And one might think all was well in the world … 

Unfortunately, Satan and his evil angels continued prowling in the Daniel’s midst. God’s 

people fell victim to enemies, coaxed on by Satan, who kept them from finishing the Temple. 

This led to a horrible vision given to Daniel … a vision that caused him to fast and pray for 21-

days, prompting the exchange we hear today. An angel of the Lord appeared to him saying, 

(Daniel 10:12, 14) “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand 

and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come because of 

your words.” Daniel, a faithful man of God … who’d done everything God asked, remained in 

the world where Satan’s evil still persisted … for a time. God assured Daniel that despite the way 

things looked now, there would come a day when the Chief Angel, Michael, the guardian of 

God’s people would rise up to fight Satan and his angels, saying, (Daniel 12:1) “There shall be a 

time of trouble … But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be 

found written in the book.” Daniel, a man loved by God … living humbly before his God … 

lived in the “now” … continuing to experience Satan’s work. But he lived in faith, trusting God’s 

promises that one day, God would, in fact, deliver him and his fellow children of God. 
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This was all part of the plan God had been carrying out since the moment Adam and Eve fell 

into sin in the Garden … He said to the serpent, (Genesis 3:15) “I will put enmity between you 

and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your head, and 

you shall bruise His heel.” A plan God continued putting into place as He spoke through His 

prophets. A plan enacted when the angel Gabriel appeared to a poor young woman named Mary 

saying, (Luke 1:30) “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.” Then, in the 

middle of the night, God’s own Son, Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem. A birth God’s angels 

announced to poor shepherds saying, (Luke 2:10) “Fear not, for behold … unto you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  

And the battle continued. Just as the angel told Daniel, God revealed to John the invisible 

war His angels fought on behalf of His people, you and me included, saying (Revelation 12:7-9) 

“Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon … (and) that 

ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan … he was thrown down to the earth, and his 

angels were thrown down with him.” This battle in the spiritual war between good and evil, 

invisible to St. John, the other disciples, and the world took place. as Jesus suffered and died on 

the cross. Michael and his fellow angel warriors battled Satan and his evil angels in the skies 

overhead. As Jesus hung dying, Satan and his army tried in vain to get God’s attention … to tell 

Him His Son had lost. Little did they know though that this death was also part of God’s plan to 

save His creation. When Jesus died saying, (John 19:30) “It is finished,” He wasn’t admitting 

defeat … He was proclaiming victory by letting Satan know, “You and your game of death are 

finished!” And three days later, the Son of God, dead for all to see, rose victorious from the 
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grave to new life. He had overcome Satan’s best weapon, death … and a loud voice proclaimed, 

(Revelation 12:10) “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down.”  

Because of Jesus’ victory, Satan has been eliminated! Yet, he’s still in his final death throes 

… creating as much havoc and chaos as he can “in the now of today” because (Revelation 12:12) 

“he knows his time is short” … he and his team don’t have much time left to play and so they 

look to play the spoiler before Christ returns as promised. And despite living with God’s promise 

of Christ’s victory which points to eternal life … Satan is working to turn us away from God any 

way he can. And he does this in a number of tricky and conniving ways. 

Satan turns many away from God with the lie, “You’re a good person. You do nice things. 

That’s all you need to do. You don’t need Jesus or anything else.” And so, many are lured away 

from God thinking their good works earn His favor … ignoring their sin and need for a Savior. 

Satan turns many others away from God by making them satisfied with where they are in 

their life of faith. Making them think, “I’m baptized. I’m good.” Appealing to their pride in self 

and a desire for independence, he subtly leads them away from the “organized religion” of 

Christ’s church … the source of His nourishing Word and Sacraments which can and do protect 

them from Satan’s flaming arrows which can and do kill malnourished faith. 

Satan calls many of us away from God by convincing us to be polite. He does this by 

instilling fear that leading others to Jesus through deeds consistent with God’s Word is too hard 

… too pushy … too personal. Causing us to think, “I’m not smart enough or good enough … or 

… it’s simply not polite to talk about the truth to those who don’t desire to hear it.” And so we 

don’t use our gifts to joyfully proclaim God’s Word and enthusiastically share Christ’s love. 
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In many ways, Satan continues to battle. He knows the season is over, but he continues to 

fight to take as many of God’s creatures down with him as he goes down to final defeat.  

In our baptisms, our names have been written into the book of life. We’ve been forgiven. 

We’ve received the gift of faith in Christ to be used in the power of the Holy Spirit here in “the 

now.” We’ve been enlisted into God’s army as His ground forces. Jesus has given us authority to 

provide supporting fire against Satan’s army in “the now.” But we don’t fight alone! His angels 

provide us with the top cover we need. In addition, He gives us “the whole armor of God” to 

protect us against (Ephesians 6:12) “the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” Here and now God uses us to tear the lost and 

deluded away from Satan’s evil clutches through our words and deeds here in the world. As we 

stand against the schemes of the devil, we may stumble … falling for Satan’s lies and deceptions. 

But, by the power of the Holy Spirit, on account of Jesus, our Father picks us up, dusts us off, 

forgives us, and brings us back, stronger than ever, into the fight against Satan, enabling us to 

(Revelation 12:11a) “conquer him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of (our) testimony,” 

grounded on God’s Word. 

Long ago, to His prophet Daniel, living in Persia, God promised, (Daniel 12:1) “At that time 

your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book.” Today 

Jesus tells us, (Luke 10:20b) “Rejoice! Your names are written in heaven.” So, let us rejoice, we 

have been saved. God promises it … so now … we live as His forgiven children! Then, one day, 

though not yet, we will dwell with Him and all the saints and His angels in His new creation! 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all. Amen. 

James Kent 


