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1 Timothy 1:5-17, Luke 15:1-10 

Pentecost 14C 

September 15, 2019 

“Divine Search and Rescue” 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I received this story from a guy named Adrian Rogers: A family put an ad in the "Lost and 

Found" section of the local paper: "Lost Dog: Crippled in front paw, blind in left eye, mange on 

back and neck, tail missing. Recently neutered. Answers to the name 'Lucky'" He truly was a 

lucky dog, because in spite of all that was wrong with him, somebody loved him enough to want 

him and then take action to find him and bring him back home. 

This is a great picture of each of us … “lucky” … no wait … “blessed dogs.” We’re not 

much to look at. But, regardless, God loves us anyway. Even as we might try to run and hide 

from Him, He actively searches us out. He’s been doing it since almost the beginning of time! 

The instant Adam and Eve sinned, they realized they were naked. They hid their nakedness 

with fig leaves … and then, (Genesis 3:8) “They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 

garden … and (they) hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God.” Even though the first 

people He created completely ignored and disobeyed Him … God went looking for them! The 

divine search and rescue mission was on … the Lord God said, (Genesis 3:9) “Where are you?” 

 God’s story … from Genesis to Revelation … is His Story of His search for His people to 

rescue them from the power of sin and death. Through prophets, like Ezekiel, God calls out to 

His children, (Ezekiel 34:11-16) “I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out … I 

will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered … I will seek the lost, and I will 

bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak.” 
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God kept His promise. Jesus Christ, the Son of God descended from heaven to shepherd His 

people. Shepherding is an active endeavor. Shepherds constantly move their sheep to good 

sources of food and water. They continually protect their sheep from harm. And, if that’s not 

enough … sheep are easily distracted and wander off. Without realizing it, they suddenly find 

themselves apart from the flock … separated from food and water … unable to defend 

themselves. Then the shepherd must go out in search of the wayward sheep … searching every 

nook and cranny, every ledge and culvert … not stopping until the lost sheep is found, returned, 

and, as needed, bound up and healed. Shepherds don’t sit around … they pursue their sheep. 

The sheep of Jesus’ day weren’t white, fluffy lambs bouncing through dreams though … they 

were men, women, and children who’d been led astray by those God put in place as their 

shepherds … the Pharisees and scribes were supposed to lead God’s people back to Him through 

His Word proclaimed in truth and light. Instead, they led them astray with what Paul termed, (1 

Timothy 1:6-7) “vain discussion … without understanding either what they are saying or the 

things about which they make confident assertions.” They misused God’s law, using adherence 

to it as a means to please God. They may have thought they heeded God’s Word, but instead, 

they ran from Him … hiding behind their works and misplaced trust in their own understanding. 

In contrast to these misguided shepherds, Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd saying, 

(John 10:11, 27-31) “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep 

… I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.” The Pharisees and scribes understood 

Jesus was saying, “I am God.” He had come to fulfill Ezekiel’s prophecy to seek out and save 

the lost. Their problem though … they didn’t believe Him. To their way of thinking, based on 

their faulty understanding of God’s Word, this no-good, uneducated, trouble making, son of a 
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carpenter was committing blasphemy – claiming to be God … and (Leviticus 24:16) 

“Whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death.” How could this Jesus 

possibly be the Messiah?! After all, (Luke 15:2) “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  

But Jesus, the Good Shepherd, the Son of God knew what He had to do. He couldn’t just 

wait in comfort of the Temple for the sinners to show up. He had to go out in search of sinners. 

To hang out where they hung out. To engage them where they were. To socialize and eat meals 

with them.  This was the only way to rescue them from the sin and death which had enslaved 

them since that fateful day in the Garden. This was God’s plan! And Jesus was the fulfillment of 

God’s plan, articulated by the prophets of old … from Moses to Malachi. 

Jesus searched the towns and villages, person by person. He brought the good news that God 

desired all of His children to repent … to receive His mercy and forgiveness … and to enter into 

the kingdom of heaven. He searched high and low for sinners of all kinds … the adulteress 

woman at the well … the paralytic lowered through the roof … the thieving tax collector 

Zacchaeus. They heard the law of God preached to them … they believed in Jesus’ claims to be 

the Messiah and repented of their sins …  and to all Jesus said, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

The Temple leaders knew that only God can forgive sins. They couldn’t believe Jesus was 

God … He must die for His blasphemy. For claiming to be God, Jesus was sentenced to death. 

The Good Shepherd, perfect God … perfect man, became the perfect sacrifice to fulfill His 

Father’s plan to save His creation from sin and death. As Jesus hung dying, He still engaged in 

His search and rescue mission. About those who nailed Him to the cross He said, (Luke 23:34) 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” The Son of God showed mercy on them. 

To the lifelong criminal executed along with Him, a man who saw Jesus’ love and mercy and 
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came to believe in Him, Jesus said (Luke 23:43) “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me 

in Paradise.”  The Son of God showed mercy on Him also. And then He died … by His death, 

Jesus defeated the power of sin over all who believe in Him. Then, three days later, rising to new 

life, Jesus proved beyond a shadow of a doubt that He is in fact, God! And rising to new life, He 

also defeated the power of death over all who believe in Him by giving them eternal life. 

Even so, many still didn’t believe Jesus was the Son of God. He warned His disciples, (John 

16:2) “The hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.” And 

Paul was among those who thought killing Jesus’ followers was a supreme service to God. 

He recalls his past saying, (1 Timothy 1:13, 16) “Formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, 

and insolent opponent.” Paul counted himself as the worst of all sinners, because His ardent 

persecution … to the point of killing Christ’s followers. He not only showed himself to be an 

unbeliever, but led many believers to renounce their saving faith … to run from God and hide. 

Yet this “foremost of sinners” is the one, of all people, Jesus searched out and found on a road to 

Damascus as he intended “to serve God” by killing more of Jesus’ followers. 

By rights Jesus could’ve struck down this hateful, misguided persecutor of God’s people! But 

in love, Jesus proclaimed the law to Paul, (Acts 9:4) “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 

Hearing the law, by the power of the Holy Spirit, Paul repented. He confessed his murderous, 

blasphemous ways and received God’s mercy. God searched out and found Paul … rescuing him 

from his sinful says, healing him by His Word. God did this to make Paul one of His means to 

bring His mercy to all mankind, everywhere, across all time. 

And so we come to today … you and me. The same law that showed Paul his sin, shows us 

our sin. Paul lists out sins that exemplify some of the many ways we run and hide from God by 
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acting counter to the way He desires for us to act. None of these sins is any worse than the other 

in the eyes of God. It’s all sin to Him; and (Romans 6:23) “The wages of sin is death.” One who 

murders their father or mother is no better or worse off than one who cheats on a test in school. 

One who commits adultery by spending their time ogling pornography is no better or worse than 

one who tries to protect a friend by lying for them. One who engages in homosexual behavior is 

no better or worse off than one who makes false statements to save on their taxes. It’s all sin. But 

here’s the thing God wants us to understand – our sin doesn’t define who we are in His eyes. 

In His eyes, all who believe in Him … and who, through the power of the Holy Spirit, trust in 

His promise of forgiveness of sin and eternal life through Jesus Christ found in His Word … are 

“Children of God.” That is who you and I are. You and I are children of God whom He loves! 

That is why God is so relentless and single-minded in His pursuit of us. That is why He sent His 

Son to seek us out … to save us from our sin. Yes, we happen to be sinners … but that can and 

does change because Jesus, in spite of the sin that infiltrates us, loves us enough to come after us, 

to rescue us, and bring us back home to Him. The fact that we’re children of God never changes. 

As God forgave Paul, the foremost of sinners, so that (1 Timothy 1:16) “Jesus Christ might 

display His perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in Him for eternal life,” 

He also forgives us – so we too can be an example of God’s mercy to those around us. Then, by 

not only speaking God’s Word in (1 Timothy 1:5) “love that issues from a pure heart … a good 

conscience … a sincere faith,” as well as living by it, God, through us, continues to seek out and 

save the lost … healing with His forgiveness … bringing us all home into eternal life with Him.  

Grace be with you. Amen. 

James Kent 


