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 “Excess Baggage” 

Grace be with all of you.  Amen. 

Jesus says, (Luke 13:24) “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will 

seek to enter and will not be able.”  

I thought about this as I prepared for a week of vacation. One of the things I always do when 

I travel is pack too much stuff in my baggage. Then I drag my overstuffed suitcase down the 

stairs, into the van, through hotels, and so on. In the end, I wear about half of what I bring and 

using way less than that of the non-clothing things I pack. And I wonder, midway through the 

vacation, why my back is killing me … it wouldn’t have anything to do with overpacking my 

bags would it? Hopefully I listen to myself today, and lighten my load a bit. 

Someone in the crowd asked, (Luke 13:23) “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” 

Jesus, the Son of God, knowing their motive says, “You’re sort of right. (Luke 13:24) “Strive 

to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able”  

The narrow door Jesus speaks of is already open … people can see the banquet hall. It looks 

great! But seeing that narrow door they say, “I can’t get through that with all my bags – they 

won’t fit. There must be a wider door … someplace I can bring my stuff along. I’ll look around.” 

Jesus urges His hearers to come through the door … while it’s still open!  It won’t remain 

open forever. There’s only one way into the banquet … the narrow door. Don’t waste time trying 

to find another. “Labor to get through this one!” Because when it closes … it’ll be too late.  

Remember Charles Dickens’ novel, A Christmas Carol or “Scrooge”? After a couple ghosts 

show Scrooge his past and present, the “Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come” showed him his 

dismal future. There, a hated old man lies dead and the only mourners who came to the funeral 
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were those promised a free meal. Then Scrooge sees his own neglected grave. Chastened by 

seeing his bleak future, Scrooge repents while he still can!  

Jesus gives His hearers their own “Scrooge Christmas Yet to Come” moment. The narrow 

door that leads to the eternal banquet in the kingdom of God is open right now. But a day will 

come when the house master will close the door … and it won’t be reopened. They can make all 

the excuses they want, “C’mon Jesus, we ate and drank with you. You taught in our streets. We 

hung out. Let us in.” Jesus responds, (Luke 13:27) “I tell you, I do not know where you come 

from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!” … “You may have been there, but it was only a 

big show. You never dropped your baggage to follow me through the door. You simply carried 

on as always … there was never any change.” Like Scrooge, they saw their future selves, locked 

out of the banquet as others celebrated … while they cried bitter tears of eternal remorse, 

grinding their teeth in anguish. They’d been warned. God is patient, but He won’t wait forever.  

God is patient. The narrow door Jesus spoke of 2000 years ago … it’s still open today. As we 

sit in a 21st century church, the words Jesus spoke to the crowd are spoken to us. Just as the 

Israelites of Jesus’ day may have felt confident in their salvation by their close proximity to the 

narrow door, many of us and those in the world might feel similar security.  We’re born into a 

family that attends church regularly. We’re baptized. We live a Christian country with the motto 

“In God We Trust.” We call ourselves Christians – putting a death grip on family ties, cultural 

ties, and denominational. But has Satan lulled us into a false sense of security that the baggage of 

these ties is enough. That we don’t need to strive to get through the narrow door Jesus speaks of? 

Many seek a wider door as if Jesus said, “I am one of the ways, a kind of the truth, and part 

of the life.” Or as if Peter said, “And there’s salvation in Jesus as well as others, for there are 

many names under heaven given among men by which we can be saved.” No… there’s only one 



Kent- 3 
 
 

way … a narrow door … Our Father sent His Son, Jesus to suffer and die on a cross so that, by 

believing in Him, we can enter the eternal banquet hall in the kingdom of God through the 

narrow door. And God desires all to enter through this narrow door … but it is a struggle.  

Passing through the narrow door is a lifelong struggle. It begins with our baptisms as we 

receive the gift of faith. It ends, as the door closes, either when God calls us to Himself at the end 

of our lives or when Jesus returns, whichever comes first. With Jesus at our side, we don’t 

struggle alone. He’s truly present with us as we struggle. When we listen to His Word in worship 

and during the week … He’s really present. He tells us, (Matthew 28:20) “I am with you always, 

until the end of the age.” When we receive the Sacrament, nourishing our faith … He’s really 

present. Jesus says, (Matthew 26:26-28) “Take, eat; this is my body … Drink of it, all of you, for 

this is my blood … poured out for the forgiveness of sins.” And if that’s not enough, Paul 

reminds us, (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of 

the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord … For 

anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.”  

By God’s grace, through faith in Jesus alone, we throw off the excess baggage which keeps 

us from passing through the narrow door into the kingdom of God. All the things we think we 

need to bring along to earn God’s favor … works and deeds to overcome our shortfalls … we 

can drop them at the door! The baggage of our feelings that we’re inadequate and can’t possibly 

use our God-given time, talent, and treasure generous in service to Him and His creation for fear 

we’ll run short of what we need for ourselves or embarrass ourselves … we can drop those at the 

door. The baggage of our sins, all of them … the ones we know about, the ones we’ve forgotten 

about, even the ones we never knew about … we can even drop them at the door too!  
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With all our excess baggage dropped at the door, because of the gifts of forgiveness and 

eternal life through faith in Jesus, the Master of the House, found in God’s Word and 

Sacraments, we are freed to enter through the narrow door into the kingdom of God. 

As we go through life, the devil and the world will tempt us to cling, not to our faith in 

Christ, but our faith in ourselves, our things, and the things of the world to pull us through life. 

We’ll be tempted to fill our bags with earthly pleasures and treasures to make us feel happy and 

secure. In these moments though, our true faith, nourished by the real presence of Jesus in His 

Word and Sacrament, strengthens us for the struggles … we’re emboldened to let go of the 

baggage, even when we fall into temptation. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we’re reminded of 

our baggage of sin and God’s promise to forgive us, (1 John 1:8-9) “If we say we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Then, released from our excess 

baggage, by God’s grace, we continue entering through the narrow door. 

Clinging to the promises of forgiveness and eternal life found in His real presence in His 

Word and Sacrament, we release our grip on the excess baggage which keeps us from squeezing 

through the narrow door. We grab hold of Him in faith, as He pulls us through the narrow door 

into the banquet. There we’ll join the multitudes of the faithful … who also dropped the baggage 

of the world, embracing Jesus in faith … Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the prophets … people from 

every corner of God’s creation … reclining at the table in the kingdom of God … enjoying the 

eternal feast in the real presence of the glory of God our Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Now may the God of peace and our Lord Jesus Christ equip you with everything good to 

do His will. Amen.  

James Kent 


