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 “Peace through Division” 

Grace be with all of you.  Amen. 

We’ve heard these before – Isaiah’s prophecy about the Messiah – (Isaiah 9:6) “For to us a 

child is born … His name shall be called … Prince of Peace.” Words of praise at His birth – 

(Luke 2:14) “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is 

pleased!” When He enters Jerusalem – (Luke 19:38) “Blessed is the King who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” And Jesus often says things like, 

“Peace be with you … Go in peace.” Yet today we hear Him say, (Luke 12:51) “Do you think 

that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.” And sure enough … 

Open conflict runs rampant in the world … riots in Asia, racial hatred at home, wars in the 

Middle East, oppression of minorities everywhere, Republicans and Democrats at each other’s 

throats, even sports rivalries leading to mayhem … plenty of division, seemingly little peace. 

It makes me shout, “Jesus! I don’t get it! Peace or division? You can’t have it both ways!” 

To which God responds, “No … I get it. I can and will have it both ways. The problem isn’t 

me … it’s your prophets, the ones you listen to. They’ve misled you and you’ve followed.” 

(Jeremiah 23:16) “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you 

with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD.” These 

false prophets have led us to misunderstand “peace” by leading us to misunderstand God’s 

Word. Desires to “be at peace,” have led us to follow prophets who say, “There are many ways 

to heaven … don’t be so exclusive.” Or, “God just wants you to be happy and content ... do your 

thing.” Or, “Don’t worry about who you believe in, or what … just be good … it’ll be okay.”  
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It’s just like the first false prophet, the serpent, who sweet talked his way into Adam and 

Eve’s heart by twisting God’s Word into something sounding good, but in reality, it led to the 

first division. And false prophets have been at it ever since! Dividing people from God, their 

Creator, through their lies. And this division is not good.  Hear what God Himself actually says: 

(Ezekiel 18:4) “Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the 

son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.” And Jesus, speaking on the perils of unrepentant sin, 

says, (Luke 16:22-24) “The poor man Lazarus died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's 

side. The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his 

eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham … I 

am in anguish in this flame.’” God’s Word tells us point blank … if you listen to the false 

prophets of the world, “It won’t be well for you … eternal disaster WILL come upon you.” 

Unfortunately, by Jesus’ day the division became so complete that it would appear to the 

naked eye that unity had been achieved. Almost everyone in power was against God and His 

Word. Very few were still living in accord with God’s will. So, to the world’s eyes, there was 

peace between men in that all were enemies of God … “The enemy of my enemy is my friend” as 

the saying goes … “peace” of a sort, “You do your thing. I’ll do mine. Don’t bug me.” 

There may have been a kind of “peace” between men; but it was “all-out war” with God. 

This war, beginning with Adam and Eve, continued. Enter Jesus saying, (Luke 12:51) “Do you 

think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.” It still goes on.  

Sarah Sumpolec grew up in a family at war with God. Her dad, a practitioner of witchcraft, 

her mom, a nominal Christian who occasionally took Sarah to church, and Sarah all lived in the 

same house. They got along, living in “peace.” Led by her dad, a false prophet, who called 

Christianity “a crutch for the weak” Sarah was initiated into the occult on her 13th birthday. Her 
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mom, desiring peace, stood idly by. Sarah’s dad taught her about special altars, spells, and 

sacrifices. She grew in the occult – praying to the spirits, listening to their guidance, and learning 

how to cast spells, practice magic, and perform sacrifices on her bedroom altar. Even though a 

spirit once called her to sacrifice her own life … which she was unable to do … she continued 

her witchcraft. After high school, she enrolled at the University of Mary Washington in 

Fredericksburg, Virginia. She considered herself a “white witch” … and at peace with the world. 

Again, Jesus exclaims, (Luke 12:51) “Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? 

No, I tell you, but rather division.” War is the ultimate division … there are always two sides. In 

it, bodies are divided, blood is spilled, lives are lost. In this case, it was God against His creation, 

which was united against Him. Jesus enters the conflict to divide and conquer His enemies using 

the sword of His Word, spoken in truth. In His baptism by John, Jesus joins with humanity, 

hoisting all mankind’s sins upon His back. During His three-year ministry … by His Word … He 

healed sickness, He forgave sins, He restored the dead to life … bit-by-bit, He loosened the 

bonds of sin and death which united mankind with Satan against God.  

But the war continued … the divisions occurred. Some came to believe. They saw the signs 

Jesus performed as indicators that the kingdom of God truly was at hand … that He was the long 

hoped-for Messiah. They came over from the enemy into Jesus’ camp. But others refused to 

believe. Some even left Jesus’ camp and joined the enemy. Judas divided himself from Jesus … 

he betrayed Him for 30 pieces of Roman silver. Peter divided himself from Jesus … he denied 

Him three times as He was falsely accused. The rest of the disciples divided themselves from 

Jesus … they fled in fear. A seeming casualty of war, Jesus was sentenced to death on a Cross. 

He carried the war to the top of Mount Calvary. Though His hands and feet were nailed to 

the cross, the sword of His Word remained unsheathed! He forgave all those who punished Him. 
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He forgave a lifelong criminal crucified with him. Covered with our sin, as His precious blood 

poured from His wounds … even His Father divided Himself from Him as Jesus cried out in a 

loud voice, (Matthew 27:47) “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” And then, 

proclaiming, (John 19:30) “It is finished,” Jesus announced His victory as He died.  

The perfect Son, covered by our sin, finally and completely, through His loving sacrifice, 

gave creation release from sin and death that divided it from its Creator. And then, rising to new 

life, He restored the gift of life to all who believe in Him. While Judas likely remained an enemy, 

through His mercy, He divided the others from Satan once again. Making peace between them 

and God saying, (John 20:19) “Peace be with you.” And the division continues. 

And this is GOOD NEWS! For all who fall for the lies of the false prophets, despising God’s 

Word … Jesus longs to divide you from them. For all who happen to be the proclaimers of lies 

… Jesus longs to divide you from them. The sword of God’s Word cuts through the hardened 

heart, smashing it to pieces, with His promise, (1 John 1:9) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” God forgives. 

By His grace and mercy, Jesus continues bringing division to the world, through His church 

on earth. Through the gift of faith, given in baptism, the Holy Spirit calls believers to Jesus. They 

are divided from an unbelieving world and united, as brothers and sisters in Christ, to a new, 

heavenly family! Dwelling together in a new home, the kingdom of God! 

Sarah’s college roommates were Kim and Stacy, Christians who held the sword of God’s 

Word firmly. In love and kindness, they wielded this sword in bible studies they continually 

invited Sarah to attend. Finally, after several invitations, Sarah decided to stay in the dorm for a 

study. Eventually she actually started to participate. She said, “All I knew was those people had 

something I didn’t. I was seeing peace in their life. There was absolutely no peace in my life.” 
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Sarah heard about the sacrifice Jesus Christ made for her. She was baptized … she was also 

divided from her old life. Her old friends shunned her. Her parents ostracized her for becoming a 

Christian. But she was joined to a new family … one where she uses her gifts to reach out to 

troubled youth and write young adult fiction to help them grow in and fight for their faith. 

Just like Sarah, you and I have been divided from the world by the love of Christ. But we can 

feel the pain of that division in our families … I feel it in my own family! Jesus felt it in His 

family too … He knows our reality. He understands it. But there’s good news! God says to us, 

(Jeremiah 23:23-24) “‘Am I a God at hand … and not a God far away? Can a man hide himself 

in secret places so that I cannot see him?’” God is close by at all times. No matter where we go 

… He’s there – in His Word … when we can call on Him in prayer. God says, (Jeremiah 23:28-

29) “Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my 

word faithfully … Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the 

rock in pieces?” God consumes self-righteousness which makes people think they don’t need 

Him. He destroys rock-hard hearts that refuse to allow the Holy Spirit to take up residence there.  

Those who are divided from us … our spouses, our children, our siblings, our extended 

family and friends … God still wants to divide them from the world and unite them with Him. 

He calls on us to trust Him … trust His Word and promise. Keep praying! Keep worshiping! 

Keep loving! Keep studying God’s Word! Keep letting your faith in action consume and chip 

away at them. Then one day, when Jesus returns to judge the living and the dead, may they, by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, join with us in the unity of the new creation living in the eternal 

presence of the Prince of Peace. 

Now may the God of peace and our Lord Jesus Christ equip you with everything good to 

do His will.  Amen.   

James Kent  


