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 “Something Magnificent … God’s Light and Substance!” 

Grace be with all of you.  Amen. 

I have a friend who’s not much of a gardener … or maybe he’s just absent-minded.  He loves 

heirloom tomatoes … the kind you can’t buy at the “big box store.” So he decided to grow his 

own. He read up on how to do it. He started his plants in tiny cups of dirt, understanding that at 

the right time, he’d transplant his precious plants into his garden. He dreamed of juicy tomatoes 

on his burgers and in his salads as he prepared his cups. He watered and fertilized them and kept 

them at the best temperature. But nothing came up, no green shoots Nothing. He did everything 

the experts said, but nothing. He couldn’t figure out what went wrong. Then one day, cleaning 

his garage he discovered the cause … his seed packets were unopened. He hadn’t put any seeds 

in the cups! He was trying to grow tomato plants from nothing. As we all know, that’s impossible 

… if we want to grow anything, we must start with something.  

It’s only August, a time when, hopefully, if you planted tomatoes … and the worms, 

caterpillars, squirrels, and other critters haven’t destroyed them … you’re starting to reap the 

harvest.  It also might be a good time to plant some more seeds … of a different sort …  if you’re 

looking to receive something special for Christmas.  

The story is told of a young child who wanted a bicycle for Christmas. He began begging his 

parents and Santa and whoever else he could ask months before December for a bike. All his 

hopes were centered on this bike. His father, however, was a bit of a practical joker. So, he found 

a very large box, large enough to fit a bicycle. It was empty. On Christmas Eve, he wrapped it up 

and placed it under the tree. The boy came down the stairs on Christmas Day. He saw the box. 

He was absolutely certain he had a bike. Soon he opened the box. But found it was empty. He let 
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out a cry, “I got nothing, nothing at all!” Of course, the father right away rolled the new bike out 

to give to the boy. But the boy’s experience of “nothing” … and my friend’s absent-minded 

planting … help us understand the Scriptures we hear today. 

When we think of “nothing,” what comes to mind? Maybe disappointment … the young 

child at Christmas. Maybe darkness … the blackness of space. Maybe impossibility … trying to 

do something when you have nothing. But, how about … “faith”?  

“Faith” is interesting … in “what” do we place our “faith.” When we make investments, we 

might place our faith in the past record of the different fund managers as recorded in reputable 

magazines. As we make a major purchase, we might place our faith in the reviews we see in 

Consumer Reports or other consumer guides. In most cases, our “faith” is based on empirical 

evidence we find in what we believe to be trustworthy sources.  

“Faith” is, as God’s Word says, (Hebrews 11:1) “the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.” When we put faith in something, we trust the source because we 

don’t necessarily have first-hand experience to go on; but we see the source’s record. As 

believers in God and His Word, we see His record. We trust Him and put “faith” in His Word. 

(Hebrews 11:3) “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so 

that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.” We trust God’s Word – from 

nothing” God created everything. Even with “nothing” God can do anything. However, for most 

of us, “nothing” may not be a pretty picture … it’s not the picture we have of hopes and dreams 

… especially looking at ourselves. We don’t aspire to be “nothing.” We long to be “something.”  

However, when we look at ourselves, standing before an infinitely powerful God … the one 

who created, from nothing, all things seen and unseen … we can tend to feel as though we’re 

“nothing” in His eyes. “Why would God want to have anything to do with me … a “nothing” in 
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my sin and my fallen condition? I’m nothing … unable to please God. Unable to do what’s 

righteous. Unable to prevent my own death.” 

But, take heart … with God … IT IS the perfect picture. When we finally realize we are 

“nothing” with “nothing to contribute,” then God has us right where He wants us. This is when 

“faith” kicks in … when we finally call out to God. God tells us in Hebrews, (Hebrews 11:5) 

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe 

that He exists and that He rewards those who seek Him.” Ah, to be “nothing” before God. 

Take a look at the Old Testament “Hall of Faith” in our epistle today. It’s a laundry list of 

some great big “nothings” … Abel was no strong achieving hero; a nothing … his jealous brother 

murdered him. Noah, a man rejected by the world around him, a nothing … but God saw in him 

something and saved His creation through him. Then Abraham … he had lots of things, but no 

children to share them with … a sign to the world that he was a nothing … but God picked him 

to be the father of His great nation. These “nothings” in the world’s eyes were something in 

God’s eyes because of their “faith.” Faith in God’s Word and promise to them. In faith, despite 

not seeing, they believed … enough to build an Ark in the desert at God’s command … enough 

to leave family and home behind and journey to a place never seen or heard of … all because 

God made a promise to them. God called them out of their nothingness to faith in Him. In faith, 

they obeyed.  

But it all started when God created everything from out of nothing. The universe was created 

out of nothing by the Word of God. The universe did nothing to help itself be created. God spoke 

and it was done. This “nothingness” … (Genesis 1:2) “without form and void … darkness” 

received the Word of God and so came into being … light and substance came forth! 
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This image of creating something glorious from nothing … is a picture of God’s Word 

calling His people to faith … making them something – His light and substance in a dark, void 

world. 

Throughout history, God’s Word has caused His people’s void, dark nothingness to be 

transformed … into the light and substance of God’s goodness in their faith resulting in good 

works and obedience. Abraham and Sarah are perfect examples … they were “nothing” to behold 

– unbelieving people with many things, but a dark, void life until God’s Word came along. In 

response to God’s Word, Abraham obeyed … going where God called him to go, living where 

God called him to live, doing what God called him to do … even willing to sacrifice his firstborn 

child Isaac. His obedience was a result of his faith in God’s Word. God’s Word pulled Abraham 

out of his nothingness to new life – a new life of shining brilliance and substance in their 

obedience and good works following God into the promised land …  

God calls His people by His Word. He calls them out of nothingness into His promised land. 

Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham and Sarah, heard God’s call … His Word transformed them 

into magnificent somethings – becoming His light and substance in a dark, void world, they 

followed God in righteousness and obedience into the eternal riches of His promised land. 

Abraham’s earthly journey is a picture of the journey through which everyone who lives by 

faith goes. We truly are nothing without God … to begin with, we can’t bring ourselves to be 

born … we were nothing before the miracle of life was given to us by God’s creative force. 

Then, our Father calls to us by His Word … “My Son died for your sins … to deliver you from 

the power of sin.  He rose from the dead to bring you into new life” … and through the Holy 

Spirit and we hear His Word. The same Holy Spirit, dwelling inside us enables us to believe 
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God’s Word and promises as God pulls us out of the nothingness of our sin to new life brought 

about only by His grace and mercy … by nothing of our own doing.  

We have nothing of our own to show God – no righteousness, no works, no thing at all. Yet 

God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, calls us by His Word and gives us new life through 

everything His Son did for us … by His life, death, and resurrection, we receive this new life.  

We become His bright light and substance in a dark, void world. Through us, guided by the Holy 

Spirit, God creates more somethings from nothing. Then together, strangers and exiles in this 

place, we find our true home … along with Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Moses, and 

all the faithful … in the presence of God.  In the city He built for us … where nothingness 

becomes everything … the fullness and richness of eternal life. 

Now may the God of peace and our Lord Jesus Christ equip you with everything good to 

do His will.  Amen.   

James Kent (Adapted from “Out of Nothing” by Rev. Paul Gregory Alms, Catawba NC, CPR, 

Vol 29, Part 3, 2019) 


