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 “Ultimate, Eternal Riches” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.  Amen. 

One of the questions I often get from someone struggling with a decision is, “What should I 

do?” It’s a good question that deserves an answer and over the past several weeks, as we’ve sat 

at the feet of Jesus, like Martha and Mary and the disciples, we’ve heard the Son of God’s 

thoughts on how best to discern the will of God. 

First off, we make spending time listening to and studying God’s Word a top priority … this 

is what Jesus taught us as we heard Him teaching Martha and Mary. Then, informed by God’s 

Word, spoken to us personally, we pray boldly and confidently to our Father as Jesus taught His 

disciples in response to their request, “Lord, teach us to pray.” We pray for our own needs, of 

course, but not before asking our Father to lead us to do His will with the many gifts He’s given 

us … our lives, as well as our talent and treasure … all of which He has loaned to us to use as 

His means through which He brings His kingdom into His creation, the world we live in. 

This is the thrust of what Jesus teaches us today as we travel at His side on a congested and 

chaotic road, filled with all kinds of people, clamoring for knowledge to help them make sense of 

their lives on earth. The request today comes like a shot from the crowd, (Luke 12:13) “Teacher, 

tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” Jesus sees the problem between this person 

and his brother. It has nothing to do with inheritances … it has to do with misplaced priorities 

again … ours versus God’s.  

People in Jesus’ day customarily came to their rabbis to weigh in on matters like inheritance. 

But Jesus wasn’t going to be dragged into an earthly conflict driven by a mind set upon things on 

the earth. Before the deep-seated conflict between these brothers could be resolved, they needed 
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to understand the dangers of “greed” and “covetousness,” sins that, though listed at Nine and Ten 

in the Table of Commandments … and resided solely inside the heart of a person, lead to all 

manner of unloving, self-centered earthly behaviors. Paul lists them, (Colossians 3:5, 8) “sexual 

immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire … anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk 

from your mouth.” At the core of these behaviors is “covetousness” … “A greedy desire for 

more than one’s due.” Desiring pleasure you can’t have … leads to sexual immorality. Desiring 

things you can’t have … leads to lying, cheating, and stealing. Desiring influence you can’t have 

… leads to anger, rage, and, if the desire is strong enough … it can lead to worse … harming or 

even killing to get what you feel you need. Covetousness over the earthly wealth of their father 

had led to the conflict between these brothers which was tearing a family apart. Paul writes, 

(Colossians 3:2) “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” 

There are two popular sayings we often hear when it comes to things, “He who dies with the 

most toys wins,” and “You can’t take it with you.” The first is definitely driven by things that are 

on earth. The second, well this one might vary depending on what one’s heart treasures. 

The things we “treasure” are the things we value the most, that we desire to possess, that we 

pursue. Our “treasures” drive our life and our lifestyle. Earthly treasures are generally seen, by 

minds fixed on the things of the earth, to be most valuable … they validate strength, status, and 

power in the eyes of our fellow man. They give a sense of security in times of trouble. Heavenly 

treasures, on the other hand, have little value to a mind set on earthly things.  

Jesus says, (Luke 12:20-21) “But God said to (the rich man), ‘Fool! This night your soul is 

required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays 

up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” Jesus isn’t railing against the wealthy here. 

After all – Abraham was very wealthy. David was very wealthy. Zacchaeus was very wealthy. 
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Joseph of Arimathea was very wealthy. Lydia was very wealthy. And, at the same time, all are 

commended for their saving faith in Christ. Being rich is not a crime. Being rich is not a sin! As 

Jesus tells this parable, the rich man’s sin isn’t being rich … rather, his sin is his failure to cast 

his eyes heavenward to acknowledge God as the source of all he has … his life, his things … all 

of it given by God as a loan to be used by him in accord with our Father in heaven’s will.  

[God’s Word, proclaimed in Psalm 100 (v3-4), says, “Know that the LORD, He is God! It is 

He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His 

gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name!” God 

our Father created us and gives us life … he gives us all we have … we’re called to thank and 

praise Him for all He’s done for us … not because we deserve it, but because He loves us.] 

Yet we hear the rich man applauding himself for the abundant crop in his field as he 

contemplates the problem before him, (Luke 12:17) “What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store 

my crops?” He has what we might call a “First World problem.” How many in the world would 

love to have the problem of too much food? How many in the world would love to have the 

problem of slow internet, a refrigerator with just 2% percent milk in it, a closet with just one pair 

of boots to wear? How many in the world would love to have the problem driving a car 20 miles 

each way to work each day? How many in the world would love to have the problem of needing 

a special tool to keep track of all the lifesaving medications they need to take each day?  

(Luke 12:17) “What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?” So, what’s he going 

to do? What does the world’s wisdom tell him to do? If you were him, what would you do? 

Jesus tells us what the rich man does. (Luke 12:18-19) “I will do this: I will tear down my 

barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to 

my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” How 
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often do we see this same kind of response in the world today? How often do we see people’s 

minds set on things of the earth, leading to covetousness … hoarding what they have … even if 

they’ll never be able to use it. The Preacher in Ecclesiastes (2:21), a king over Israel, says, 

“Sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything 

to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil.”  If “He 

who dies with the most toys wins,” what does he win? On the basis of his toys … nothing, as the 

archaeological findings in many ancient burial grounds attest, “You can’t take it with you.” 

So, we struggle to keep our eyes lifted heavenward, while getting sucked down into the 

wisdom of the world. “What should I do?” How should I use the gifts God has loaned to me … 

life and the many things that go along with it? How would I respond if I’m the rich man? 

What’s Jesus’ response? Our Father in heaven sent His Son Jesus into the world to use the 

gift of life in service to others in need. He willingly gave up the glory of life on His throne in 

heaven. He gave up the place where He had everything under His feet in order to dwell among 

the earthly. Here among us, Jesus used the wealth of His almighty power to bring healing to the 

sick. He used it to provide food to the hungry. He used it calm stormy seas. He used it to raise 

people from the dead. He used it for good, but this was not the ultimate will of our Father.  

Jesus, the Son of God, submitted to our Father’s ultimate will. Praying to Him, “Thy will be 

done,” as He gave His life away freely. He withheld nothing. Spilling every last drop of His 

blood. Expelling every last breath of His life. Enduring the pain and agony of death on a cross. 

He was put to death by earthly people with earthly cravings for power and influence who 

couldn’t stand to see their earthly wealth threatened by this simple man from Nazareth. Jesus 

looked heavenward saying, (Luke 23:46) “Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit!” He died. 

Jesus willingly gave His life, as a sacrifice for all mankind. Through Him, the power of sin was 
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broken. And when He rose from the dead three days later, the power of death was destroyed. All 

who believe in Him will receive eternal wealth from above – forgiveness of sin and eternal life.  

This heavenly wealth from above is found in God’s Word and promise … it’s found in the 

new life – the one we receive in baptism. The one we live in accord with His Word … a life of 

peace and contentment knowing that our Father has given us life itself, as well as everything we 

have and everything we need, as a loan to be used in accord with His will.  

At times we all try to build bigger barns. Just like the rich man, focused on ourselves, we 

might forget another option for the wealth God’s given that we can’t possibly use. Others – those 

who have no excess – who lack a source of daily bread … or forgiveness … or love of another. 

However, by the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in our hearts, we hear God’s Word. We hear 

the shortfalls of our plans … thinking that by our efforts we can relax, eat, drink, and be merry. 

The Holy Spirit draws us to confess our sin of covetousness … and any sin growing from 

covetousness’ evil seed. And our Father continues renewing us in His image – forgiving our sins. 

First, in faith, we let Him speak to us as we seek His will at His feet in worship and study of 

His Word. Then, in faith, we come to our Father, boldly asking Him to help us do His will 

through the gifts He’s given us … time, talent, and treasure. And, finally, in faith, we confidently 

serve Him and those He’s called into our presence … helping them experience Christ’s love … 

as they receive daily bread, forgiveness, and love through us. And one day, each of us, as God 

promises, having put to death our earthly desires, making us rich toward Him – (Colossians 3:4) 

“when Christ, who is (our) life, appears, (we) will appear with Him in glory.” There, in heaven, 

we’ll receive overflowing eternal riches … dwelling in the glorious presence of our Father. 

Grace be with you.  Amen.   

James Kent  


