
Kent- 1 
 
 

Luke 10:38-42 

Proper 7 

July 21, 2019 

Our First Priority … Jesus 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father. Amen. 

Today, we sit at the feet of the Rabbi, along with Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha, as 

He teaches us about hospitality ... more specifically, as He teaches us about the priority our 

hospitality should take. Luke writes (Luke 10:39-40) “And (Martha) had a sister called Mary, 

who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much 

serving.”  In Martha and Mary, we see two contrasting approaches to hospitality. Frankly, 

neither approach is technically wrong ... but Jesus teaches us today, as we sit at His feet, that one 

approach should be our priority as we prepare to serve God and those He has placed in our midst. 

We often think of hosting guests through meals, but that isn’t always the case. In Jesus’ day, 

travelers didn’t have the luxury of Priceline and Expedia. There weren’t reservation services to 

make sure you had a roof over your head and a bed to sleep in. Jesus and His disciples were no 

different. The Holiday Inn was wherever they found a place where the occupants received them. 

The hosts were expected to provide them provisions and safety from the many dangers that 

existed on the road. The hospitality codes of the day protected travelers from danger. 

These codes still exist in some people today. I recall a time we lived in Colorado Springs ... 

before cell phones, Shauna, Chase, Leta and I took a daytrip up to Denver, about 70 miles north 

of our home. The kids were about 3- and 5-years old at the time. The long day in the summer sun 

was followed by dinner out. Finally, late in the evening we made our way home. Traveling down 

a desolate Colorado highway on a moonless night, our car started making that funny noise it can 

only make late at night when you’re travelling with two young children in the middle of nowhere 

after a long, tiring day ... I’m guessing some of you might know the noise well. Then ... silence ... 



Kent- 2 
 
 

the car stopped running. And there we were ... no cell phone ... in the dark ... broken down by the 

side of the road. After messing with the engine for a couple minutes, a car pulled up ... a guy got 

out and approached us. I mustered my inner Chuck Norris to protect my family as best I could on 

the dark highway. I noticed he wasn’t a big guy so I gained a little more assurance ... as he got 

closer, he asked if he could do anything for us. With one eye on the Shauna and the kids and the 

other on our “would be rescuer” I explained what happened and asked if he could give us a lift to 

a pay phone down the road to call a tow truck. He obliged. Somewhat nervously, we all piled 

into his little car for the 5-mile ride to the pay phone. 

Jesus was on the road. And one day, when He came to Bethany, a woman called Martha 

eagerly invited the Son of God into her house and Jesus accepted. Imagine that ... THE ... SON ... 

OF ... GOD ... in your house! What an opportunity?! I’m reminded of the hypothetical question 

“If you could sit down to dinner with anyone in history, who would it be?” If I’m Martha, I 

invite Jesus, the greatest person who ever lived, to dinner. But the way it works in my world, 

suddenly I’d realize I don’t have anything prepared to eat – no cold beverages in the fridge – the 

living room’s a disaster – the bathroom’s out of toilet paper. So much to do before I can sit down 

to enjoy time with the greatest person in history ... gotta get the house in order quickly!!! 

While I fret about Him, Jesus sits down on the sofa and starts teaching ... UGH ... I really 

want to listen, but I have so much to do! I mean, He’s the greatest person in history!  He deserves 

the very best I can offer. Where’s that sister of mine ... I sure could use her help right now?!!! 

Luke tells us where that sister is ...  (Luke 10:39) “And she had a sister called Mary, who sat 

at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching.”   

Mary shows a different kind of hospitality ...  she engrosses herself in the words and actions 

of her guest. The picture I have here is similar to Children’s Message time or story time at the 
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library. Jesus, the Rabbi, sitting comfortably on the sofa in the living room. Mary sitting cross-

legged on the carpet, like a child waiting to hear the story from the teacher, eyes focused and ears 

fixed on the Son of God. Absorbing every word that comes from His mouth. Her rapt attention 

transforms the sofa into a pulpit ...  the carpet into a pew ...  the living room into a chapel where 

the living word of God pours forth into her soul ...  nourishing her like no other meal ever could!  

Jesus, the guest, serves up the ultimate hospitality to Mary ... the protection, the nourishment, 

and the peace and rest of His Word and promise. She is at peace ...  

On the other hand, Martha, frustrated by her inability to focus on the Jesus’ Words ...  finally 

snaps. As politely as possible she asks Jesus (Luke 10:40) “Lord, do you not care that my sister 

has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.”  Don’t you think this is the right thing to 

do?  Let’s get the house ready and the meal served ...  we can always talk later ... after we eat. 

Martha’s time sounds a lot like some of our time don’t you think?  We know we need to 

spend time with God in prayer and devotion ... in worship and Bible Study. But we also have 

many other good gifts from God striving for our attention ... family and work ...  friends and 

school ...  volunteering in the community and church. These truly good things can distract us 

from the top priority ... spending time with God our Father, letting the Holy Spirit show us the 

ultimate hospitality by nourishing us with the Bread of Life in God’s Word and Sacraments. 

Think about the choices we make in our lives. Do we attend church and Sunday School as we 

are able in order to hear God’s Word, receive the sacraments, and worship Him in the fellowship 

of believers on Sundays ... or do we sometimes have other priorities?  Does participation in Bible 

Studies and Small Groups during the week to nourish our faith with His Word have precedence 

in our weekly schedule over other concerns?  How do we prioritize our day ... does it include any 

time dedicated to prayer or meditation on His Word? 
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Jesus teaches Martha as He lovingly and gently rebukes her for her misplaced priorities 

saying (Luke 10:41-42) “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but 

one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from 

her.”  Jesus teaches Martha, and by extension us, that while our efforts to serve Him are, in fact, 

noble ... they’re OUR efforts, OUR efforts at hospitality won’t overcome our anxiety and worry. 

Mary on the other hand has chosen the better hospitality ... she has put her trust in JESUS’ 

efforts first. She has focused on the Son of God’s Words first. She has put her attention on HIS 

efforts first. Only JESUS efforts will replace anxiety and worry with calm and assurance. 

Our Lord, as we sit at His feet, teaches us perfect hospitality begins when we allow Him to 

serve us first. He tells us, (Matthew 20:27-28) “... the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

The disciples sat at Jesus’ feet for the Last Supper. Jesus knew full well what was about to 

happen ... betrayal, torture, the excruciating pain and agony of death on a cross ... HIS DEATH!  

Yet, Jesus displayed perfect hospitality. He served His disciples the Passover Meal ... a meal of 

bread and wine ... a meal of His body and blood ... a meal of His Word of promise. 

His exquisite hospitality continued, even as He hung on the cross from His nail pierced 

hands, Jesus invited the repentant thief into His Father’s house saying to Him (Luke 23:43) 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  Then He died ...  

One group didn’t receive Jesus’ hospitality ... the devil and his cronies. Jesus destroyed them 

as He rose from the dead to new life. Through Him, all who believe receive eternal gifts ... 

forgiveness and eternal life ... “the good portion, which will not be taken away from (us).” 
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The Word and promise of Christ are that “good portion.”  Jesus served Mary His Word and 

promise. In true hospitality, Mary paid attention to her guest first and let Him serve her. His 

Word fed Mary ... just as it feeds us. His perfect hospitality energizes us to serve others.  

On a dark, desolate highway, my family and I met James. He first sat at the foot of the rabbi, 

Jesus Christ, absorbing His call to love God and love neighbor. Then, James, nourished and 

energized by “the good portion, which will not be taken away,” showed hospitality to us in need. 

As we nervously got into James’ car, the first thing I saw was a picture of Jesus taped to his 

dashboard. Then, I scooted a book ... the Bible ... out of the way so Shauna and I had a place to 

sit. James told us he was happy to serve us because that’s what Jesus had taught him. James 

provided unique hospitality to us. First, he drove us to the pay phone. Then he drove us home ... 

70 miles one way ... in the dark ... to Colorado Springs. James, nourished first by God’s Word, 

demonstrated Godly hospitality, true servanthood that dark, desolate Colorado night. 

I see servants nourished at Jesus’ feet here today ... you all ... the Body of Christ. You sit at 

the feet of our Lord. You receive His hospitality through His Word and Sacrament. And fed by 

His hospitality ... you’ve also been energized to provide it to those in need. The evidence?  This 

week we’ll open our doors to a bunch of children, many we don’t even know, many of whom 

may have never sat at the feet of Jesus to hear His Word. But through you – your financial 

hospitality to provide materials ... your behind the scenes hospitality to set up props, decorations, 

and tables ... your teaching, artistic, serving, musical, and play hospitality to joyfully proclaim 

God’s Word – through you all, children and their families will come into the Jesus’ presence.  

As we leave God’s house, remember how Jesus teaches us to FIRST ... take in His hospitality 

by sitting at His feet regularly, THEN ... energized by Him, enthusiastically share His love. 

Grace be with you. Amen. 

James Kent 


