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Luke 8:26-39 

Pentecost 2C 

June 23, 2019 

“Too Close for Comfort” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Jesus says, (Luke 8:39) “Return to your home … declare how much God has done for you.” 

We know certain kinds of people … ones who have no sense of personal space. They might 

drive too close to our cars on the highway. When they talk to us, they invade our personal space 

… they get too close for comfort. We’d like to create some space … get away from them. 

Others we long to get close to … our desire for closeness depends on our comfort with them. 

Jesus decides it’s time to go away … He leaves Galilee, the Pharisees, and the crowds for the 

land across the Sea of Galilee. He invades a land filled with a mix of pagan Gentiles and Jews 

who’ve fallen into impure religious beliefs and practices caused by their closeness to the ways of 

the world as they’ve drifted away from the presence of God’s Word. He’s also invaded the space 

of a particular demon-possessed man who typifies the depths one can sink to when God’s Word 

isn’t a part of one’s life. The people Jesus encounters in this story are the people God laments 

over to His prophet Isaiah saying, (Isaiah 65:2, 4-5) “I spread out my hands all the day to a 

rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices … who sit in 

tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat pig's flesh, and broth of tainted meat is in 

their vessels; who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.’” 

And the demons aren’t too happy about Jesus invading their space either. They’ve been 

joyfully tormenting the man and his neighbors for years now! They’ve gleefully filled the empty 

space left in people’s lives who’ve abandoned God and His Word. Nobody could handle these 

demons. They did as they wanted in the world … unimpeded by anyone or anything. And then 

… Jesus shows up. Unlike many in the world, these demons recognize Jesus. They know who He 
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truly is saying, (Luke 8:28) “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 

beg you, do not torment me.” They know God’s plan for His creation. Their good times are over. 

They expect Jesus to torture them, make their lives miserable. Jesus, the Son of the Most High 

God, has invaded their space … He’s too close for their comfort! 

When God created the heavens and the earth, there was no “too close for comfort” when it 

came to God and His creation. He created everything to be in the closest of proximity to Him. 

God and all that’s good dwell together. But the moment Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s one 

command, eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, sin and evil entered His 

creation. The holiness of God and the evil of sin cannot coexist. God was left with no choice but 

to expel Adam and Eve from His presence. But as He did, He also promised, (Genesis 3:15) “I 

will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He 

shall crush your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” With these words, God promises to 

destroy Satan and his evil cronies while rescuing His people, drawing them close to Him again! 

God and Satan can’t coexist. Jesus is too close for Satan and his demon’s comfort! As Jesus 

comes into the demon-possessed man’s presence, even they recognize that He is Lord of all 

things … including them. They are completely powerless to flee from Him on their own as Jesus 

beckons them into His presence. They are truly uncomfortable in His presence and request to 

flee! Too close for comfort, the presence of Jesus drives the demons out of the man, permitting 

them to enter a herd of pigs, and they flee into the sea to escape His presence. Immediately the 

man, remaining close to Jesus’ presence, sitting at His feet, is transformed … from naked to 

clothed … from wild and chained to calm and in his right mind. 

You’d think the people would rejoice … this man who tormented them is at peace. They 

should’ve been overjoyed that God’s presence had brought him healing … but they weren’t. 
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They were in fear! They realized the power of Jesus and what He could do. He could transform 

this demon-possessed man into a sane, calm person. They thought, “What could he do to us!? He 

might try to change us too!” Their response to this miracle, like the people Isaiah spoke to 

centuries ago, (Isaiah 65:5) “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 

Jesus was too close for comfort. They were content in their worldly, sin-filled ways. Comfortable 

living apart from God’s Word. They didn’t want to hear about God and transformed lives.  

These 1st century Jewish pig farmers aren’t much different from people today. Many around 

us are happy with their lifestyle. They don’t need an outsider telling them how to live their lives. 

They know what they need and how to get it, saying, “Get away from me!”  

Many even know they rebel. They don’t care … They buck authority, selectively ignoring the 

law of the land as long as they don’t get hurt or caught.  

They justify themselves, “I’m not a mass murderer,” – even as they ignore the homeless 

who haven’t eaten in days, depriving them of life-sustaining help, while making their way to 

Chic-Fil-A as the earbuds blare words glorifying life in the fast lane. 

They self-justify it’s okay to live in adultery, “I love my partner. They make me feel good.” 

A lie here … it’s okay … if I didn’t, my reputation would suffer … I’d lose my status. Some 

gossip there … it’s okay … everyone’s doing it. If I don’t, people won’t like me.  

The list goes on … God can get really uncomfortable if we get too close to Him. 

On the other hand, the formerly demon-possessed man, desperately wanted to be close to 

Jesus. He wanted to be in His presence. He begged Jesus to take him with Himself. But Jesus had 

other ideas. Jesus sent this formerly pagan, demon-possessed, and now faithful, man away to be 

among His first missionaries! He said, (Luke 8:39) “Return to your home, and declare how much 

God has done for you.” He becomes a servant to the Suffering Servant, Jesus Christ. In 
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obedience to Jesus, he drew closer to Him … in faith, he serves his Lord loving God by obeying 

Him … he loves his neighbors by sharing all God had done for him. 

Jesus’ ministry continued as he returned to Galilee. Drawing His disciples closer to Himself, 

until finally He entered Jerusalem. There He shared an intimate Passover meal with them … 

feeding their faith with His own body and blood in the bread and wine of the Last Supper. Then, 

Jesus took them out to pray … to enter into a time of closeness with His Father. While He 

prayed, Satan returned into Jesus’ presence as armed guards led by the traitorous Judas Iscariot 

bound Jesus and took Him away to be tortured, tried, and executed. In their discomfort with their 

closeness to Jesus … His closest disciples ran … they hid … they even denied knowing Him. 

The danger of being His disciples, in world that rejected Him, was too close for comfort. 

But Jesus stayed close to His Father and His Father’s plan to save His creation from Satan 

and his evil intentions. Jesus gathered mankind’s sins … from the first sins of Adam and Eve … 

to the last sins to be committed … and every sin in between, including mine and yours … close 

to Himself. He clung to them tightly as He was crucified … as He suffered … as He died and 

was buried with them. Satan and his demons thought Jesus was forever out of their face … never 

to return to their space. How wrong they were … 

Jesus invaded Satan’s space once again, descending into the depths of Hell, leaving sin and 

its horrible effects in its rightful place! Proclaiming throughout the entirety of Hell that He, the 

Son of the Most High God, had defeated the power of sin, Satan, and death over God’s creation.   

Rising from the dead, Jesus proved His power over sin, Satan, and death for all who believe 

in Him.  Then Jesus returned to His disciples … He drew close to them again to proclaim the 

good news. In the Upper Room where they huddled in fear, He found them and said, (John 

20:21) “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you!” On the shore 
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of the Sea of Galilee one morning, after His disciples’ fruitless night of fishing, He found them 

and said, (John 21:17) “Feed my sheep.” And on a mountaintop as He ascended back to His 

Father’s presence in heaven, He said, (Matthew 28:19-20) “Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them … teaching them to observe all I that I have commanded you.” 

In our Baptisms, God adopts us as His children and takes up residence in our lives … Christ 

envelops us like a new garment – the Holy Spirit dwells in our hearts. The true presence of God 

within us is too close for Satan’s comfort … by the power of the Holy Spirit, we, His children, 

shout out in prayer, (Galatians 4:6) “Abba! Father!” Answering our prayer, God comes near to 

us in His Word. In His intimate presence with us, He causes Satan to flee from us into the abyss.  

While we might be uncomfortable living in accord with God’s Word because it makes us 

seem out of step and awkward in the eyes of the world as it runs away from God … while we 

may feel ill-equipped to do what God is calling us to do in a world that constantly rejects God … 

He still calls on us.  He forgives us for all the times we seize up in fear and ask Him to depart 

from us … He expels the demons of doubt and worldly desire which can inhabit our minds.  

Forgiven and emboldened by Jesus’ real presence found in His Word and Sacraments, we’re 

freed from slavery to sin for the task Jesus gives us, His healed servants, (Luke 8:39) “Return to 

your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” By the power of the Holy Spirit we 

share the promise God the Father makes to all mankind – even those who in fear have said, “Get 

away from me!” – (Galatians 4:7) “You are no longer a slave, but a child of God, and if a child, 

then an heir through God” … inheriting eternal life in the presence of God in the new creation. 

Peace be with you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

James Kent 


