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June 9, 2019 

“Light Bulb Moments” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

When I attended UCLA in the 1980s, my early nemesis was Calculus. I just could not figure 

out this mysterious subject filled with symbols and letters.  It was supposed to be math, but 

where were the numbers?! I just couldn’t get it! Then one day, a friend gave me a book called 

“Schaum’s Outlines.”  The orange paperback enlightened me with knowledge I desperately 

needed to survive my freshman year. I never became a Calculus genius, but I did well enough to 

pass classes and eventually graduate thanks to Schaum’s. As they say, “The light bulb went on.” 

Today is a special day in the life of the church … about two years ago, several of our young 

people started preparations for Confirmation. Today, Kylee Dettmer, Logan Garrett, Madden 

Mullaney, and Tristin Mullaney will confirm their faith. They’ve been studying God’s Word and 

learning more about it so they can be prepared to defend their faith in Christ as they go into the 

world. I’m sure they don’t know it all. I’m sure there are now and will be many times in the 

future where they’ll struggle to “get” what God’s Word is saying to them. And they aren’t alone 

in this struggle. However, by the power of the Holy Spirit, Kylee, Logan, Madden, and Tristin 

are being prepared by God as His disciples as they continue witnessing their faith to the world. 

Two-thousand years ago, the first disciples had occasional flashes as they managed to make a 

powerful witness of faith. But, most of the time, the disciples seemed to me to be like me in my 

freshman Calculus class. They just didn’t get what Jesus was all about. Even on the day when the 

risen Redeemer ascended into heaven the disciples were still asking if Jesus was (Acts 1:6) 

“going to restore the kingdom of Israel.” Little wonder Jesus once said about them, (Matthew 
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17:17) “How long am I to bear with you?” No, the disciples didn’t get the reason Jesus had 

come or the result He was bringing about with His life, suffering, death, and resurrection.  

In this they aren’t alone. All of us have times in our lives when “we don’t get it.” If you saw 

gas for 50 cents a gallon, what would you do?! You’d be on your cell phone … texting your 

family and friends, “Come get this crazy cheap gas!” If your son or daughter graduated from 

high school and made it into a prestigious college, what would you do?! You’d send out 

announcements and throw a party! When we have good news, we figure out a way to shine a 

light on it for all to see! And we have this incredible news … the earth-shaking, sin-destroying, 

eternal life-giving message of our risen Redeemer, Jesus Christ! What do we do?! 

The world desires for us to cover it up … put a bag over it … turn out the light. It doesn’t 

mind if we keep it to ourselves. Just don’t bother me with it. I don’t want to hear it! And so we 

become timid, cautious … keeping the light under wraps where nobody will see it … nobody 

will be offended by it. I won’t put up a manger scene or resurrection cross in my yard to 

celebrate Christmas or Easter … might upset my neighbors. I won’t say grace with my family 

over a meal in a restaurant … might distress the tables around me. I won’t give public credit to 

God for my promotion, success in school, or achievement on the ballfield or in the arts … might 

make people think I’m a little crazy. And so, rather than tell all the good news we have, we keep 

it under wraps. Rather than let the light shine in the world, we can cause it to dim. 

We aren’t alone. What were Jesus’ disciples up to? Judas … thinking Jesus was out of His 

mind by not using His powers to crush the Roman oppressors, sold Jesus into death … for thirty 

measly pieces of silver … thinking a real Messiah would come along someday.  Peter denied he 

even knew Jesus … three times in fact … and then the rooster crowed. They huddled in fear, into 



Kent- 3 
 
 

the darkness, behind locked doors. They saw Jesus’ miracles with their own eyes. They heard 

His Word with their own ears. Yet the light bulb stayed off. We’re not alone in our struggle. 

Jesus knew this struggle would be with His disciples then … and with us today! In the 

middle of His teaching Jesus promises them, (John 14:25-26) “These things I have spoken to you 

while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit … He will teach you all things and bring 

to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 

Fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection, during the Jewish Feast day of Pentecost, when Jews 

from across the world gathered in Jerusalem to offer the first fruits from their fields to God in 

accordance with the Law of Moses, God determined the time was right to send the promised 

Holy Spirit into the world. It was time for the light to come on … 

We hear, (Acts 2:2-4) “And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit game them utterance.”  

The promised Holy Spirit came in burning flames. Instantly the disciples got it. The light 

bulb came on! They knew Jesus came to establish a heavenly kingdom – not an earthly one. 

They knew it had been necessary for God’s innocent Son to die to redeem a sinful humanity. 

They understood how He had fulfilled all the Old Testament prophecies so there might be proof 

He was indeed the promised Messiah. Everything fell into place for Jesus’ disciples when the 

Holy Spirit came. The light bulb came on! Immediately, they went out and shared it. They shared 

with others the good news of the resurrection and the need for repentance, baptism, and faith.  

Of course, that doesn’t mean everyone who heard that day, “got it.” For many, the light bulb 

never came on. When they heard the disciples blabbering incoherently, they assumed they were 
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drunk from too much wine! “Not so,” says Peter, “It’s too early in the day for that. No, what we 

have been given is knowledge about the Savior Who was crucified and Who has come back to 

life. It is God’s plan to save us. It is God’s measure which says, ‘Repent, be baptized, believe.’”  

In a similar way, today there are those who still don’t get it. Outside the church there are 

those who don’t want what Jesus offers. They look at us like we’re drunk, crazy, out of our 

minds, or maybe just plain ignorant.  Their minds, hearts, and souls remain closed to God’s 

gracious, blood-bought Gift. Even for those inside the church, there are those who seem to have 

a resistance to understanding the value of what the Holy Spirit wishes to give. 

How sad… because the Holy Spirit is there. He comes today as He has always come … 

bestowing gifts and blessings and understanding and leading repentant hearts to forgiveness.  

And that’s where we come into God’s story. Jesus proclaimed the good news of salvation to 

His disciples. By the power of the Holy Spirit, they proclaimed the same good news throughout 

the streets of Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria. By the power of the same Holy Spirit, these new 

disciples proclaimed the good news to the ends of the earth … until we received it. In Baptism, 

the very same Holy Spirit who descended on the disciples in Jerusalem … has descended on us. 

The very same Holy Spirit, through exposure to the Word and Sacraments, enables us to believe 

the Word of God and receive God’s promises of forgiveness and eternal life. Gradually, through 

this exposure, the Holy Spirit causes the light bulb to come on … to glow ever more brightly.  

The Holy Spirit is causing the light bulb to glow more brightly in the lives of Kylee, Logan, 

Madden, and Tristin. Through their preparation … the study of what Martin Luther calls the 

essential elements of the Christian faith – the Ten Commandments, the Apostles Creed, the 

Lord’s Prayer, and the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper – the light of their faith 

shines more brightly than it did two years ago. And, as they continue their life of faith, I pray 
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their light – and all our lights for that matter – shines more brightly as the Holy Spirit continues 

working in all of us through God’s Word and Sacraments by regular participation in worship, 

prayer, and study of God’s Word. Confirmation isn’t, for these four young people … nor for any 

of us older people, the end of a journey. Rather, it’s a point along the journey of faith God has set 

us all on from the day of our baptisms. A journey that continues until the day we leave this place 

and enter eternal glory. As we journey, God shines His light, through us, into His Creation. 

I’m reminded of a story of a little girl who was coming home from church with her mom one 

day.  The little girl turned to her mom saying, “Mommy, there’s something about pastor’s 

message this morning I don’t get.” The mom said, “Oh? What is it?” The little girl replied, 

“Well, he said God is so big He could hold the world in His hand. Is that true?” The mom 

replied, “Yes, that’s true, honey.” “But Mommy, he also said God comes to live inside us when 

we believe in Jesus as our Savior. Is that true too?” Again, the mom assured the little girl that 

what the pastor had said was true. With a puzzled look on her face the little girl then asked, “If 

God is bigger than us and He lives in us, wouldn’t He show through?” 

 True, we can’t turn the light bulb on over someone’s head. But, as the light of the Holy 

Spirit inside us glows more brightly, it shines through us into the darkness. Led by the Holy 

Spirit, God calls us to keep sharing, teaching, and witnessing to our neighbors in our words and 

deeds. God won’t be denied – we know the day will come when the Holy Spirit causes the light 

to come on for others … causing many in the dark to get it. And when Christ returns, (Acts 2:21) 

“It shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” no 

matter the language they speak or place they’re from … the light bulb will come on! 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

James Kent (Credit to Rev Kenneth Klaus, Speaker Emeritus, The Lutheran Hour for major portions of text.) 


