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2nd Corinthians 5:14-21 

Following Him in Faith - 4 

May 19, 2019 

“Living as Children of a Generous God (Part 4)” 

God’s Word begins, (Genesis 1:1,31) “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth …  And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good.”  But one 

day, two of His good creatures, Adam and Eve, came upon Satan … in the guise of a serpent. He 

tempted them into desiring to be like God, convincing them it was a fine thing. Sin entered 

creation. Disunity, brokenness, and conflict … tragedy. 

However, near the end of God’s Word, He says, (Revelation 21:3,5) “Behold, the dwelling 

place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be His people, and God Himself 

will be with them as their God …  Behold, I am making all things new.” In these words, we get a 

glimpse of the future and God’s promise that He’ll restore Creation … He’ll dwell, once again, 

with His people! It’ll all be good again … as He originally intended. But how do we ever get 

there? It’s difficult, at times, to see where God is and how He’s working today.  

Somewhere in the middle, His messenger, St. Paul, says, (2 Corinthians 5:17-20) “If anyone 

is in Christ, he is a new creation … All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 

Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation … entrusting to us the message of 

reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us.” 

A story of a truck driver who came to faith in Christ is a small example of how this looks.  

He was asked, “Tell me about an incident that demonstrates how your life has changed.” 

He responded, “Well, when someone tailgates my truck, I no longer drive on the shoulder of 

the road to kick up gravel on him.” 

This slightly comedic scene illustrates a key truth, those who are in Christ are indeed new 

creations who think about the world a little differently than before.  It doesn’t mean they no 
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longer sin … or become spiritually mature overnight. But, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

transformation takes place – slowly – we’re made holy. In a small way, this transformed trucker 

became an ambassador for Christ … forsaking vengeful conflict for reconciling forgiveness. 

Before I go on, what concept, in your mind, best encapsulates all of God’s being and doing?  

I’ve heard Dante’s The Divine Comedy might offer a suggestion. In this drama, the story of 

heaven and hell collapses into a single idea. In drama, we see two faces: the happy face and the 

sad face. The sad face symbolizes tragedy – brokenness, dissipation, alienation. The happy face 

represents comedy – unity, participation, reconciliation! And that’s an image which might best 

describe God’s action in Holy Scripture – reconciliation. 

When we think of “reconciliation” we might think of a financial transaction. But, in Paul’s 

day, reconciliation was diplomatic. When two kings went to war, they’d send envoys to represent 

them and their points of view. Through these ambassadors, the kings would sign a peace treaty. 

They’d end the conflict between themselves. They became reconciled to each other.  

For Dante, “comedy” isn’t low-life laughs like we see today.  “Comedy” meant “happily ever 

after” … reconciliation. The title The Divine Comedy asserts that reconciliation with God has 

taken place and what could be more “comedic” than the reconciliation of the whole world with 

God? That’s happiness beyond measure – no more brokenness, alienation, and disunity from 

God and with one another; only unending unity, participation, and reconciliation! And this is the 

picture God promises to all of us in Revelation as He cries out, (Revelation 21:3,5) “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them as their God …  Behold, I am making all things new.”  
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God’s in the “reconciliation business.” That’s why “reconciliation” might best describe what 

God is up to in the world. Ever since our first relatives turned the comedy of creation into the 

tragedy of disunity through their disobedience, God’s been reconciling His Creation to Himself.   

And God’s Word shows this over and over.  The past couple weeks we’ve seen our Generous 

Father at work in His creation through His Son. We’ve seen His purpose since that tragic day in 

the garden. We’ve seen how He sent His Son into to the world to reconcile it to Himself.  

In the Parable of the Generous Father the prodigal younger son, representing you and me 

when we turn away from God and His Word, tragically breaks the family apart. Yet the 

Generous Father reconciles his repentant son back to himself … restoring him fully and 

completely, no strings attached, back into the family as if nothing happened.  Tragedy turned 

comedy … unity restored! Participation in the family! Reconciliation! 

We see Jesus meet Zacchaeus, who like us at times, tragically turns on God’s people for his 

own selfish gain – in his case cheating and extorting taxes. Yet Jesus reconciles Zacchaeus to 

Himself as repents of his sin … Zacchaeus, made whole by Jesus, reconciles with those he has 

wronged, giving half his goods to the poor and restoring fourfold that which he took dishonestly. 

Tragedy turned comedy … unity restored! Participation in the family! Reconciliation! 

This is how our Generous Father works. He’s the only one who can do, and in fact does, 

what’s necessary – namely, declare that reconciliation has occurred because He Himself did it. 

And He does it through His Son, Jesus Christ. Through Him, God reconciles all of Creation. 

Jesus takes the tragedy of our sin – the brokenness, alienation, and disunity from God – to the 

Cross. He pays the ultimate price, giving up His life for ours. Then He rose to new life three days 

later, He turned tragedy to comedy … unity restored! Participation in the family! Reconciliation! 
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In baptism, God raises us to new life in Christ … He reconciles us to Himself. Instantly God 

declares, “I have made you a new creation! I have made you right with me!” Tragedy turned 

comedy … unity with God restored! Participation in God’s family! Reconciliation! 

God does this for a purpose … He loves us and desires that we join Him in new life as He 

intended when He first created. And there’s more … He isn’t finished yet. He also calls us to 

participate in His mission to reconcile His creation … the entire world … including all who’re 

tragically separated from Him. We are in fact “a new creation” … made new by God for Him 

and His purposes. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20) “All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 

us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation … entrusting to us the message of 

reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us.” 

In the early 1800s a man named Henry Martyn had the world at his feet. He graduated top in 

his class. He felt compelled by Christ to enter the ministry as a missionary writing, “Here I am, 

Lord; send me to the ends of the earth. Send me even to death itself if it be in Thy service and in 

Thy kingdom.” He was also deeply in love with a woman named Lydia Baxter. He told her God 

was calling him to live and minister in India. He asked, “Is this agreeable to you?” Though he 

pleaded with her, she said, “No. If you stay in England, I’ll be your bride. If you go to India, 

you’ll do it without me.” Henry went away thinking, “India or Lydia? Lydia or India?” The love 

of Christ controlled Henry … it compelled him to act. He responded, “My dear Lydia and my 

duty call me in different ways, yet God has not forsaken me. I am born for God only, and Christ 

is nearer to me than father or mother or sister.” So, Henry went to India. 

There Henry became the first Christian missionary to make inroads with both Hindus and 

Muslims. He translated the New Testament into Hindustan, Urdu, Persian, and Arabic enabling 
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God’s Word to be heard by unbelievers in this land. He even gained an audience with the Shah 

of Persia, receiving his approval to publish and distribute it to his court.  

Just like Henry Martyn, we’ve heard Jesus’ Great Commission. God anoints us as His 

ambassadors, entrusting us to go into the world to make disciples and baptize. At First Lutheran, 

this is the first part of our mission – “To joyfully proclaim God’s Word” – which has guided our 

work in God’s kingdom for last 45 years and will continue to guide us for the next 45 years and 

beyond as we follow Him in faith. What could be more joyful than proclaiming the Good News 

of God’s Word that He entrusts to us … that our trespasses … our sins are no longer counted 

against us … that God has reconciled all mankind to Himself through His Son, Jesus Christ?!  

But we also hear Jesus’ Great Commandment for us. He calls us to love God and love our 

neighbor as His ambassadors, His representatives in the world. At First Lutheran, this is the 

second part of our mission … “To enthusiastically share Christ’s love” … which has also 

guided our work in God’s kingdom for the last 45 years and will continue to guide us for the next 

45 years and beyond as we follow Him in faith.  What could bring more enthusiasm to our lives 

than the privilege of being God’s ambassadors in the world … knowing God has chosen us to be 

the ones He wants to work through … showing His love to each other and the world as He works 

through us to reconcile all of creation to Himself through His Son, Jesus?! 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, we’re a new creation – reconciled to God! Through Christ, 

our tragedy has become comedy … we’re participants in God, our Generous Father’s family and 

mission ... the church and its ministry of reconciliation. And one day, having worked through us, 

His ambassadors, we will gather around Him as He declares to all creation, (Revelation 21:3,5) 

“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man … I am making all things new!” 

Grace, mercy and peace to you my brothers and sisters in Christ from God our Father and 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


