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May 12, 2019 

“Living as Children of a Generous God” 

Grace, mercy and peace to you my brothers and sisters in Christ from God our Father and 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

As children of a generous God, our Father in heaven asks us to have a different view of His 

blessings, including money, than we usually find in the world around us.  Over the past several 

weeks, as we’ve engaged in our Follow Him in Faith campaign, we’ve looked at what God’s 

Word has to say about the topic of giving. We’ve heard through two Rich Men and the Generous 

Father’s two sons that our Father’s generosity can result in one of two questions. First, one might 

ask, “Father, what must I do with my gifts to receive your approval and eternal life?” Or, one 

might ask, “Now that I’ve received eternal life, how can I use my gifts?”   

Which question we ask, determines what we think about the source of the gifts we have at 

our disposal. It’s tempting to see ourselves as the source of our stuff … when, in reality, 

everything we have truly comes from God … on loan to us … so we can participate in His 

mission to (Luke 19:10) “seek and save the lost.” 

As His children, we’ve come to know God as our generous Father by hearing His Word. Our 

Father continues to send His love and mercy to us through His Word and Sacrament in order to 

rightly order our relationship with Himself and rest of His creatures. Our offerings are, primarily, 

reflexive. We give in response to His love and mercy. We don't give in order to become tight 

with the Lord. We don't give in order to meet a budget. We give as a way of celebrating God's 

gracious love and mercy for us through His only Son, Jesus Christ … our Savior who suffered, 
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died, and rose from the dead to cleanse us from sin and make us worthy participants in His 

mission to redeem all mankind from their sin and save them from eternal death. 

Over the past 45 years, many of God’s children at First Lutheran have come before us, 

following Him in faith, and responded to His love and mercy. They have sacrificially given time, 

talent, and treasure in proportion to what God has given them. They’ve given generously as 

cheerful and willing participants in God’s mission here in Calvert County. Now God is calling 

us, His current generation of children to continue following Him in faith … to be cheerful and 

willing participants in His mission as it extends into the next 45 years and beyond.  Here’s a look 

at those who’ve gone before us … and what we believe God has planned for us in the years to 

come. (Follow Him in Faith Video) 

St. Paul writes, (2 Corinthians 9:7) “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

God carries out His mission through you and I and the gifts He given us. He calls us to use 

these gifts, in proportion to what we’ve received, cheerfully. My old friend, Pastor Monte Frohm 

takes God to say, ““The Lord doesn't want any grumpy checks, grouchy currency, or sullen 

change in those plates.”  God doesn’t want anyone to put a penny into the offering plate or the 

Following Him in Faith campaign without joy in their hearts and smiles on their faces. 

So, as we ready for Follow Him in Faith “Commitment Sunday” next Sunday, I ask you to 

meditate on God’s Word, (2 Corinthians 9:7) “Each one must give as he has decided in his 

heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” In response to God’s 

love shown to you already, PRAY – ask Him to help you determine what He’d like you to 

sacrificially commit to Him and His mission, over and above your regular offering, in proportion 

to what He’s already given to you, over the next three years. Ask Him to help you trust that He 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=emteTuSdxGI
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will continue to provide for you and your family sufficiently to cover your needs … that (2 

Corinthians 9:8) “you may abound in every good work.” 

After PRAYER … ACT … trusting in Him, next week, make your commitment to follow 

Him in faith by filling out your Commitment Card, bringing it to worship, and worshiping Him 

with a cheerful heart through a pledge of your sacrificial and proportionate offering over the next 

three years that’s over and above your regular offering. May God be glorified in our living and in 

our giving – an act of trust in God and worship of His name! Amen. 

James Kent 


