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Luke 18:18-25 and 19:1-10 

Following Him in Faith - 1 

April 24, 2019 

“Living as Children of a Generous God” 

Grace, mercy and peace to you my brothers and sisters in Christ from God our Father and 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Several years ago an agent for the Internal Revenue Service went to visit a man in California 

who appeared to have a rather odd tax return.  His income was under $10,000 and he claimed to 

have given $1,248 – about 13% of his income – to his church.  While he was certainly within the 

20% limit, which apparently is the level that can call for an investigation, the agent thought that 

it still looked very suspicious.  The man provided all of the appropriate documentation, even 

though the agent continued to question the man about his church offerings for quite a while.  

Finally, the agent realized that the man was telling the truth and apologized for bothering him.  

As the agent was leaving, the man invited him to his church.  The agent said, “Thank you, but I 

already belong to a church.”  “Oh, excuse me,” replied the man, “but that possibility never 

occurred to me.”  As the agent drove home, he kept wondering what the man meant by that last 

remark.  But it wasn’t until Sunday morning when the agent put in his usual offering at his 

church – about 1% of his income – that he finally understood.  He had never given sacrificially 

to God, even though God had sacrificed tremendously for him. 

Sacrificial giving is linked to trust – trusting in God to provide and to meet all of our needs, 

and this is seen dramatically in our lessons from the Gospel of Luke today. And today we begin 

the next phase of our 3-year Following Him in Faith campaign as we hear God’s call to place our 

trust in Him to use the many gifts He has given us here at First Lutheran Church to continue to 

“Joyfully proclaim God’s Word and enthusiastically share Christ’s love” for the next 45 years as 

seek to nourish our faith in weekly worship, and daily devotion and prayer. All … so that 
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through us … He continues to “seek and save the lost” of Calvert County. If you’ve missed the 

many meetings we’ve had in an attempt to inform you of what this campaign is all about, please 

go to the First Lutheran website and click on the Following Him in Faith link or see one of our 

campaign leaders for more information. 

In Luke today, Jesus meets two very rich guys. The first one, the Rich Ruler, reminded me of 

a story I used to read when I was a child. Remember the story Go Dog Go? A pink poodle 

approaches a yellow hound dog and asks, “Do you like my hat?” My guess is she expected the 

hound to say, “Like it? I love it!” – even if he didn’t. Instead he answers, “I do not.” Then they 

part ways … the pink poodle says, “Good-by!” in a huff. She didn’t get the answer she expected 

to receive and was a little disappointed.  

Have you ever asked a question, expecting to receive an answer you want to hear?  Instead, 

you receive an answer you definitely don’t want to hear. Maybe something like the pink dog? 

The first rich guy is a respected ruler who’d heard all about this great teacher who seemed to 

have a little something extra going for him. So, seeking to legitimize his standing in the world 

and improve his knowledge, he comes to Jesus to discover this secret for himself. Figuring he 

knew part of the answer, the Ruler confidently asks, (Luke 18:18) “What must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” The answer he received though underwhelmed him as Jesus said, (Luke 18:20) 

“You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal …’” The 

Ruler thought to himself, “Sure! That’s fine … but … I already knew that! There must be more to 

it than that!” And there is … Jesus adds, (Luke 18:22) “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you 

have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 

The ruler didn’t expect this answer … which made him sad and he walked away from Jesus.  
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This man with enormous wealth had his own agenda and mission. He asked, “How can I live 

my life now in a way that will gain me eternal life?” Where did he put his trust? He put it in 

himself and his efforts. And Jesus sees into his heart. He knows his true priorities. The Ruler 

trusts himself for his security. He trusts his deeds of goodness. He trusts his wealth. He trusts his 

own ability to gain eternal life. God is secondary in his life … in violation of the “First Table of 

the Law,” the Rich Ruler doesn’t fear, love, and trust God above all others.  He can’t trust God 

enough to let go of all the things of the world that give him his security and hope.  

Jesus ends the encounter by saying, (Luke 18:24-25) “How difficult it is for those who have 

wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 

We hear this and some of us might cringe … we have much. Some of us might breathe a sigh 

of relief … we think we’re not so wealthy. But Jesus’ point isn’t that the size of our bank 

accounts determines our path to salvation and eternal life. Jesus’ point is this … it’s most often 

worldly things … especially wealth and possessions … we cling to, grab hold of, and pursue for 

our security … instead of fully fearing, loving, and trusting God and His Word and promises.  

All we have … our lives and our things, even our wealth … is actually God’s. Through our 

God-given talents, He enables us to receive the things we need to live in the here and now. God 

emphasizes this at the end of the Old Testament. He says, through the prophet Malachi, “Bring 

the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this,” says 

the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” This is the only place in Scripture 

where God invites us to test Him. It is the only place where God says test me, try me, and see if I 

am not faithful. God makes this promise to all of us. Why? Because when it comes to our money, 



Kent- 4 
 
 

when it comes to what we have to survive on, we tend to measure it very carefully. But why does 

God ask us to test Him on something we can measure so carefully? In other places in Scripture 

where He asks us to trust Him, we can’t measure it. 

For example, He asks us to trust Him for the forgiveness of sin, but we can’t see it. We may 

feel like the guilt is lifted, but we can’t measure it. He asks us to trust Him for eternal life, but no 

one has ever come back from the dead to tell us what happens. But we can see and touch our 

dollars and cents. So, God reminds us that He gives us 100% of everything we have and He asks 

us to give back to Him only a portion of that. Then He says in Malachi I want you to live on 90% 

of what I give you. Now that sounds crazy, because for many people 100% is never quite enough 

as they struggle to make ends meet. But God says I’m going to make 90% end up being more 

than 100% ever was – test me on this. God doesn’t need our money, but He does desire our trust. 

As we walk with Him and trust His promise, which may not make a lot of sense, our faith will 

grow stronger and stronger. God says, “Take an irrational leap of faith and put your trust in my 

promises, because nothing is impossible for me.” 

A short while later in Luke, Jesus, continuing His journey to Jerusalem, encounters another 

rich man, Zacchaeus the Tax Collector. He too, like the Rich Ruler, had heard about Jesus and 

desired to get a peek at Him. He went to the extreme measure of acting like a child, climbing a 

tree like a little boy, to catch a glimpse of Jesus as He passed through. Then Jesus does the 

unthinkable. He approaches Zacchaeus. He calls to him by name, (Luke 19:5) “Zacchaeus! 

Hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house tonight.” Zacchaeus and the crowds 

certainly didn’t see this coming! 

The crowd shouted their disapproval at Jesus’ choice of friends … tax collectors and sinners! 
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But, Zacchaeus, the rich man, saw the grace of a generous God that had come his way … and 

he hadn’t done a thing to deserve it! In response to Jesus’ undeserved love, Zacchaeus repents 

and becomes determined to release his death grip on wealth to support God’s will. In childlike 

faith, He produces the fruits of repentance saying, (Luke 19:8) “Behold, Lord, the half of my 

goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” Jesus 

announced that Zacchaeus, a rich man, by joyfully and willingly letting go of his wealth … 

trusting God above all else … had passed through the eye of the needle into the kingdom of God. 

Jesus didn’t ask Zacchaeus for anything! He didn’t tell him to give away His riches – and he 

doesn’t. But, Zacchaeus fears, loves, and trusts God – cheerfully giving to others from what God 

has given him, so they can experience God’s love too. He responds to God’s agenda and mission, 

asking, “How does the assurance that I have eternal life affect the way I live my life now?” 

Like the Rich Ruler and Zacchaeus, we’ve also heard about Jesus. We’ve come into His 

presence. When we come into His presence, are we asking the Rich Ruler’s question, “How can 

I live my life now in a way that will gain me eternal life?” Or … do we ask Zacchaeus’ question, 

“How does the assurance that I have eternal life affect the way that I live my life now?” 

We are assured of eternal life already … but not because of what we do. We’re assured of 

eternal life only because of what God has already done for us. We trust and believe God sent His 

Son, Jesus Christ into our world to live, suffer, and die for our sins. Jesus was buried by another 

rich man of faith, Joseph of Arimathea, who let go his own grave to honor Jesus. And from this 

rich man’s grave, Jesus transformed His Father’s creation into a new creation, rising from the 

dead on the first Easter morning. He appeared to His disciples … showing them the nail marks in 

His hands, the gash in His side. He breathed the Holy Spirit on them saying, (John 20:21, 23) 



Kent- 6 
 
 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you … If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them.” 

This same Holy Spirit has been breathed on us in baptism. There, just like Zacchaeus, not 

because we’ve done anything to deserve it, He’s called us by name … forgiven us our sins … 

and promised us eternal life in the kingdom of God. We trust God in these promises. We are 

children of a generous God. A God who also promises to generously provide all that we need in 

this life, to include the undeserved promise of eternal life in His kingdom. So … how does the 

assurance that we have eternal life already affect the way we live our lives now? 

Our 3-year Following Him in Faith campaign is not about money; it’s about trusting in Him 

by faith. It’s about following Him in faith in the joys and challenges we experience each day and 

trusting God to provide for us as we live sacrificially and give proportionally as He has blessed 

us in our individual lives. Some of us have been blessed by much … some less … but, we’ve all 

received whatever we have from the same God … it’s actually His … on loan to us. So, as we 

leave God’s house, having received the untold treasure of His grace and mercy, I ask you to 

begin praying, if you haven’t already. Ask Him how He wants you to follow Him in faith by 

giving sacrificially from the gifts He has already given you in order to help First Lutheran 

continue to grow the kingdom of God in accord with His will, as Jesus continues to (Luke 19:10) 

“Seek and to save the lost” here in Calvert County. 

May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. 

James Kent 


