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“Not the End of the Story” 

 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Today God causes us to remember the most important fact we can ever hope to remember, (1 

Corinthians 15:20a) “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead.”  

This sounds like a great end to the story … like the end of a great movie. You’ve probably 

seen the super hero and action hero movies … like the Avengers and such. The heroes struggle 

mightily against evil. Then just when it seems like evil has won the day … BAM! … the big plot 

twist! The heroes turn the tables on evil. They overcome adversity.  They defeat the enemy!  

Game over … roll credits.  

Our gospel today is another thrilling story … Jesus struggles against His adversaries … the 

devil and his minions … Pharisees and Sadducees, Roman governors and kings, and people 

impatient for an end to their suffering. He struggles but seems to be defeated as He’s falsely 

tried, tortured, and executed on a Roman cross.  It seems that evil has won the day.  Suddenly we 

hear the amazing plot twist … two men standing next to the tomb where Jesus was buried inform 

the perplexed women who come to finish preparing His body for burial tell them, (Luke 24:5-6) 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” What a great 

ending! Jesus wins! Satan loses! Game over … roll credits! 

But wait … if you sit through the credits, there’s more … a tease … the game isn’t over! The 

story continues! Sure, the Avengers defeated the evil forces from another galaxy … but the story 

continues! 
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Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! … But there’s more to the story! Easter is not the end of 

the story.  There is much more to it than just Jesus rising from the dead! Spoiler alert … Paul 

tells us what happens at the real end of the story. He lets it slip that, (1 Corinthians 15:22-25) 

“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: 

Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when 

he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and 

power.” 

I don’t know how many of you all get a chance to read a good book, but if you do, do you 

ever read the end first to see how it all comes out before starting at the beginning? Or … if 

you’ve got a favorite show or movie series, do you just ignore the “spoiler alerts” and skip to the 

spoilers. I have a tendency to do this because it helps me to enjoy the ride through the thrills and 

chills … it reduces my anxiety by giving me assurance that things will turn out okay.  I can relax 

as I see how the story plays out … how it gets from crazy and chaotic to “happily ever after.” 

We may have heard about Jesus’ resurrection dozens of times. We might also have heard 

words similar to Paul’s spoiler alert … how Jesus will, in the end, destroy evil and death … yet 

… despite hearing it … maybe knowing it … we still forget about it. As we journey through our 

daily existence in the world we live in, we’re inundated with troubles and struggles and 

disappointments.  We might hear the “good news” and then, immediately, the enemy comes out 

of nowhere … hurling trouble our way that casts us into doubt.  

Our general experience is that all good things come to an end. Our joy is quickly snuffed out 

by sorrow. The experience of well-being leaves soon after it arrives. We spend years working 

toward break-throughs in our careers, and with one midnight merger or shift in the economy 

we’re set on the side track. No matter how much we exercise, no matter how carefully we watch 
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our diets, we all die – most of us sooner than we expect to. Failure and death, like evil aliens 

from another galaxy in the latest super hero flick, slink around the edges of our every moment, 

waiting their chance. And we cannot ignore them. We are, in fact, descended from the Adam … 

the man Paul talks of when he writes, (1 Corinthians 15:21a, 22a) “For as by a man came death 

…  For as in Adam all die.” We’ve inherited sin and death … separation from God … it happens 

in this fallen world. 

We’re not alone … the disciples … those who lived day in and day out with Jesus Himself, 

hearing Him speak and witnessing His miracles … they too were distracted by the same devil 

and his coworkers that distract us today. They too … forgot. They’d heard Jesus say over and 

over again, (Luke 9:22, 9:44, 18:31-33) “The Son of Man must suffer crucifixion, die, be buried 

… then He will rise on the third day.” Yet despite Jesus’ repeated warnings, what did His 

faithful disciples do? (Luke 24:1) “But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to 

the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared.” The women went to the tomb, fully expecting to 

have someone open it for them so they could finish preparing Jesus’ dead body for burial. What 

they found instead … was the greatest plot twist in all of history! 

They found the stone sealing the tomb hurled away from the tomb … the body was gone … 

and two men in dazzling clothes stood by and said to them, (Luke 24:5b-7) “Why do you seek the 

living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was 

still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be 

crucified and on the third day rise.” 

They heard God’s Word again … He caused them to remember.  And remembering, He 

caused them to believe … Jesus is alive! Jesus is God! Jesus’ promises … they’re true! 
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Immediately Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Joanna, and the other women with 

them ran off to tell the others the good news, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” 

It would seem like good timing, at this point, to raise the grand and glorious orchestra music 

… pan to a wide screen shot of people celebrating … and roll the credits to the “The End.” But, 

that first Easter, the Resurrection … it’s not the end of the story. 

The disciples saw Jesus … on the Road to Emmaus, on the shores of Galilee, in the Upper 

Room. He told His disciples the story was not over … yet … saying, (Luke 24:46-48a) “Thus it 

is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” 

But even that’s not the end of the story. The disciples experienced joys and many trials, 

sufferings, and even death as they shared the good news with those they encountered. And today, 

we carry on as Jesus’ disciples. We still experience joys and tears in our lives … these things do 

and will continue to happen. And yes … we will one day all die. But the Holy Spirit, received in 

our Baptisms helps us to remember! He helps us to see the “spoiler” after the credits! And 

knowing how things end, we can experience the highs and lows of life with less anxiety, reduced 

distress, and blessed assurance in God’s promises. He forgives our momentary … and even 

prolonged … lapses in the memory of His promises. He restores us as His children once again. 

We trust and believe God and His word and promises, (1 Corinthians 15:20-26) “But in fact 

Christ has been raised from the dead … by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead … 

in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his 

coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end … The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death.” 
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God’s word reveals to us an image of what this end will look like. Through His prophet 

Isaiah, we see an image of the perfect ending. When Christ returns as He promises, He will raise 

our bodies to new life … into the new heavens and the new earth surrounded by perfect peace. 

There we’ll enjoy the work of our hands – building and planting, playing and laughing, rejoicing 

– living as God created us to live. And this is how the story will, not end,  but continue for 

eternity for all who believe in His name. 

We believe and share in the story because God caused Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 

James, Joanna, and the other women to remember and to run to the others and share it with them, 

shouting for all to hear, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” It’s the same story God causes us 

to remember. The story He desires for us to run and share with others so it can continue to be 

spread, far and wide to all nations, to all people, of all races and languages. He desires that they 

too will join with us, who belong to Christ, in the new heavens and the new earth when Jesus 

returns to joyfully proclaim along with Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Joanna, 

other women, and all those who also believe and confess faith in Christ: 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

James Kent 


