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Isaiah 12:1-6 
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March 31, 2019 

“Remember … God’s Mercy” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Economic prosperity, military strength, extensive luxuries, expanding borders and 

influence around the world … This all led to dangerous self-assurance, lack of interest in 

spiritual matters by many and religious hypocrisy and uninspired worship by others. It 

also resulted in oppression of the poor, injustice by the powerful, and reliance on foreign 

alliances to maintain apparent harmony. It might sound familiar to us as we look in the 

mirror of 21st century America. And that might be so, but I’m also describing Judah, 2700 

years ago, in the days of Isaiah the prophet. So, you see, what God has to say 2700 years 

ago, He is also still speaking to us today. 

After God calls Isaiah, He gives Isaiah His words to speak to His people … Judah 

then … you and me today. They are words of judgment for our wickedness, words of woe 

for our unfaithfulness, words of warning for our punishment … followed by … words of 

mercy, promises of grace, assurances of comfort to each of us gathered here today. God 

tells His people there will come a day when they will say, (Isaiah 12:1) “I will give 

thanks to You, O LORD, for though You were angry with me, Your anger turned away, 

that You might comfort me.” 

God’s Word, spoken millennia ago, speaks to us. Through His Word, God helps us 

remember … He helps us remember His mercy as He turns away His anger from us. 

And God tells that … yes … He gets angry with His people. We might call it “holy 

anger.” But how is that so? Isn’t “anger” a sin? Doesn’t God’s Word say things like 

(Ephesians 4:26) “Do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to 
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the devil” or (Matthew 5:22) “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 

brother will be liable to judgment”? Yet here’s God’s Word telling us God is angry. 

Since we know God is incapable of sin, anger, at least His anger, must not be sinful. At 

least not in and of itself. There’s a difference between run-of-the-mill anger that creates 

hatred, conflict, jealousy, injury, and, at its worst, death … and God’s holy anger.  

Run-of-the-mill anger has a tendency to fester when it isn’t checked. It spills over 

into other areas we never intended it to go. This anger causes us to disrespect authorities 

God puts into our lives to maintain order in His creation … disrespect that can breed 

covetous and jealous behavior … which sets in motion lies, stealing, and other sinful 

actions to acquire what we can’t have or what we feel we’re owed. Ultimately it can even 

lead to inflicting harm through hateful words, physical violence, and taking a life.  

You see run-of-the-mill anger tears apart the very fabric of God’s creation as it grows 

inside us. I’m sure you’ve seen this in at least some small way in your own lives. This is 

why God warns us, “Don’t let the sun go down on your anger.” Don’t let it grow. 

Because when we let our anger grow … it leads to sin. 

Yet God does get angry … His Word says so. And God has every right to get angry 

with His people … with you and me. We’re no better than the people of Israel. God, our 

Father … the Creator who’s given us life and all we need to be sustained in this life … 

has also given us very clear direction on what it means to be His children. His Word 

defines how He expects us to love Him and love those He places us in the midst of. His 

anger is justified each and every time we sin by not loving as He commands us to love.  
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When you and I decide setting aside regular time to worship Him isn’t as important as 

enjoying ourselves by worshipping our sports and entertainment heroes or turning 

ourselves into sports and entertainment heroes … He’s justified in His anger.  

When you and I decide turning to Him in prayer – or looking to His Word – first for 

answers when we’re in trouble is a foolish waste of time … He’s justified in His anger.  

When you and I are so self-absorbed by our own needs that we don’t see the bodily 

needs of others or harbor hatred and anger in our hearts … He’s justified in His anger.  

When we feel our personal desires must be satisfied through sexual activity outside 

the bonds of marriage and other sexual sins … He’s justified in His anger.  

When we selfishly take what isn’t ours through trickery and dishonesty or put in a 

less than honest days work for our wages … He’s justified in His anger.  

When we fail to come our neighbor’s aid as they’re attacked by others or betray them 

by spreading rumors and gossip – even if true … He’s justified in His anger.  

God has every right, as our Creator, to be angry and to make us pay our lack of trust 

in Him and love for our neighbors. (Romans 6:23) “For the wages of sin is death.”  

God does get angry. But listen closely to God’s Word describe His holy anger. (Psalm 

30:4-5) “Sing praises to the LORD, O you His saints, and give thanks to His holy name. 

For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime.” (Psalm 103:9) “He 

will not always accuse, nor will He keep His anger forever.” And in the Old Testament 

reading today, (Isaiah 12:1) “I will give thanks to You, O LORD, for though You were 

angry with me, Your anger turned away, that You might comfort me.” 

Through His Word, God helps us remember … He helps us remember His mercy as 

He turns His anger away from us. God is merciful … but He is also just. And letting it go, 
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without a punishment, is not justice. We deserve to bear the full force of His anger … 

but, He turns His anger away from us. In His justice, His anger turns toward another. He 

turns it toward His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus took the full force of His Father’s anger so 

you and I don’t have to. God’s mercy for His people, for you and me, is on full display as 

His Son endures the torturous and humiliating suffering and death on the cross for the 

times our selfish, self-absorbed, failure to trust our Father causes us to sin. 

As we look to the cross … we remember … we remember God’s mercy as He turns 

His anger away from us. We remember too, the new life we also receive as Jesus rose 

from the dead to defeat the power of sin, death, and the devil. 

This is a hard concept to grasp … this holy anger which lasts for but a moment … 

which doesn’t endure forever … which is quickly turned away. But that is … God’s 

promise to us. And, as illogical as it may seem to our worldly minds, through faith, 

received in our baptism, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we believe in God’s Word and 

trust in His promises. John assures us in his inspired word that on account of Jesus and 

for His sake, (1 John 1:9) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Our response to God’s mercy? Isaiah models our response, proclaiming, (Isaiah 12:4) 

“Give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name, make known His deeds among the 

peoples, proclaim that His name is exalted.” Centuries later, Paul says, (2 Corinthians 

5:19-20) “In Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, 

we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us.”  
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Our response to His love and mercy continues as He calls upon us to “make known 

His deeds among the peoples!” He calls on us, as His ambassadors in the world, to sing 

His praises to the world … to tell others about Him. We do this through not only our 

words, but also our actions – living out God’s commands in the lives He’s given to us.  

We show our fear, love, and trust in the one true God by calling on His name … 

FIRST … “in every trouble, prayer, praise, and thanks!”  

We strive to seek God’s will for our lives by spending regular time studying His 

Word and praying and listening to and trusting the Holy Spirit’s leading in our lives.  

We support and obey our parents and other authorities God has placed in our lives. 

We look after the physical needs of those around us by supporting and aiding the 

poor, the hungry, the sick and injured, and defending the weak and defenseless. 

We treat our bodies, and the bodies of others as holy, set apart for the purposes God 

created them for … not as objects to be used for our own selfish desires. 

We help our neighbors to improve and protect the things God has given to them, 

lifting them up with positive encouragement, defending them against the attacks of 

others, and seeking to truly understand their point of view when we disagree. 

In these ways, we serve as ambassadors for Christ as God makes His appeal to the 

lost and broken in the world through us. Then, by the power of the Holy Spirit … they 

too will join with us, in that day when Christ returns, saying, (Isaiah 12:1-3) “I will give 

thanks to You, O LORD, for though You were angry with me, Your anger turned away … 

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.” Today 

we remember … we remember God’s mercy. Amen. 

James Kent 


