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Luke 13:31-35 

Lent 2C 

March 17, 2019 

“Remember … God’s Love” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

You’ve heard the phrase, “Beware of the Mama Bear!” If you haven’t … “Beware of 

the Mama Bear,” especially when her cubs are threatened. A normal reaction to threats 

and danger is to flee away. And generally, as part of the survival instinct God created us 

with, that’s what we do. But, not always. 

When the threat or danger affects her children, a mother doesn’t flee. In fact, she’ll 

counterintuitively run toward the threat in order to gather her children up to protect them.  

Scientists have discovered what they call “the love hormone” which causes the “Mama 

Bear” instinct to kick in … oxytocin. As part of God’s creative genius to protect the 

youngest, smallest, weakest, most defenseless creatures, He instills oxytocin to cause 

mothers to do some amazing things when their children are in danger.  

An example of this is a mom named Stephanie Decker. Several years ago, when an 

F4 tornado ripped through her small Indiana town, she called her children, Dominic and 

Reese, to herself as she instinctively gathered them under her to protect them as their 

house disintegrated all around them. When the storm moved on, Dominic and Reese 

emerged from underneath Stephanie unscathed … as she lay trapped … both legs crushed 

under piles of concrete that fell on her instead of her kids. Hearing her calls, accepting 

her protection, they survived.  Stephanie also survived, but not unscathed.  After many 

surgeries however, she’s learned to walk again and offers support to others going through 

similar situations. 
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In our gospel, Jesus calls out to Jerusalem, (Luke 13:34) “How often would I have 

gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings.” He loves 

His children.  He longs for them to REMEMBER … His love.  And then, to flee to Him 

for protection from the ravages of sin, Satan, and death which cause one to die, crushed 

under Satan’s lies, for all eternity. 

Jeremiah was one of God’s greatest prophets. Like many prophets, Jeremiah had little 

to no experience when God came to him out of the blue and said, “I’m sending you to 

speak to my people. They aren’t going to like what you say at all. But, (Jeremiah 1:8) ‘Do 

not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you.’” Over the next 20 years, 

Jeremiah did what God told him to do. Even though God’s people continually rejected 

Him in their worship of false gods, evil deeds, and total disregard for His commandments 

… God still loved His people. He desired to help them see their sin, to turn back from 

their sin, and become His devoted and faithful children again. He relentlessly pursued 

them through His prophets. But God’s people rejected even His faithful messengers.  

And this rejection was more than, “Jeremiah … we don’t like your kind around 

here.” The priests hated Jeremiah so much that they brought Jeremiah to the country’s 

rulers and the people saying, (Jeremiah 26:11) “This man deserves the sentence of death, 

because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 

But Jeremiah remembers … He remembers God’s love for Him, (Jeremiah 1:8) “Do 

not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you.” He remembers God’s love for 

His people, (Jeremiah 3:12) “Return, faithless Israel, I will not look on you in anger, for I 

am merciful, I will not be angry forever.”  Jeremiah, remembering God’s love, doesn’t 

run away from danger … He flees to God saying to his accusers, (Jeremiah 26:13-14) 
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“Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your 

God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that He has pronounced against you. But as 

for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you.” 

Jeremiah trusts God and His promises … even in the face of grave danger to His own life 

… and flees toward Him. 

But God’s people continue to reject Him. They run away from Him, proud to rely on 

and trust themselves and the created things of the world instead of the Creator.  Rejecting 

God and His protection, they’re soon conquered by Babylon and taken into exile. But 

God doesn’t forget His people … He remembers His love … His promise … He 

relentlessly pursues His people through more prophets … and finally … His own Son. 

In our gospel today, God is still pursuing … even as He mourns His people’s 

continued rejection. His children won’t flee to His love and protection. They’re still 

content to trust and rely on themselves. Jesus says, (Luke 13:34) “O Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often 

would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you were not willing!” The Son of God, gave up His throne in heaven to 

gather up His Father’s children under the protection of His mighty and outstretched arms 

… and yet, they reject Him. They fail to see the danger of sin … the eternal death that 

awaits … they won’t flee to His love and protection.  

Imagine what would’ve happened to Dominic or Reese if they would’ve ignored their 

mother Stephanie’s pleas to come to her for physical protection. Imaging this horrible 

outcome … their little bodies crushed under the weight of their house … is a visual to 

help us see in a way what happens to all those who continue to resist Jesus’ call to come 



Kent - 4 
 

under His wing for protection. We can’t explain why, but some do resist God’s grace. 

God created all mankind … and He loves them all. But some, simply don’t heed His call 

… we don’t know why some choose to ignore His call, but they do. In these cases, God 

leaves them to their own devices … allowing them to try to protect themselves from sin, 

Satan, and death. He continued to allow Israel to rely on the false teachers in the temple.  

Thirty-seven years after Jesus’ death, the temple was destroyed by Rome and Israel 

ceased to exist as a nation devoted to God. The temple ruins have been buried, crushed 

under the weight of many other ruins and buildings over the centuries. All who refuse 

Jesus’ call for His protection will also be crushed … crushed under the burden of sin and 

eternal death that is complete separation from God. 

Fortunately, for us, still living this side of the grave, God keeps calling to us by His 

Word. As the weight of sin and death comes crashing down around us, we hear Jesus, 

calling to us through the prophets, the apostles, and Himself, “Return to me!” 

Jesus calls out to Jerusalem repeatedly … His heart aching for them to return to Him 

… to return to their Father … (Luke 13:34) “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 

the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your 

children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 

willing!” Remember God’s love … flee to Him for protection! 

Satan tried to divert Jesus from His mission though His evil servants … but Jesus 

would not be diverted. He would go to Jerusalem. He would hear the shouts of joy from 

the people as He triumphantly entered the city on a donkey to face His enemies one last 

time, (Luke 13:35) “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” He rode strongly 

forward into Jerusalem … the holy city, the place of God’s dwelling, the place of 
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sacrifice for atonement for sins. In His ministry, Jesus showed His love for all God’s 

creation … defeating the power of Satan, healing the disease of sin. And here, in 

Jerusalem, He completed His mission … dying on the cross as atonement for our sins and 

the sins of the whole world … rising to new life. In Jerusalem, Jesus once and for all 

achieves salvation for all who believe in Him … who remember His Father’s love … and 

flee to Him for protection from sin, Satan, and death. 

The storms of sin rage all around us … trying to distract us from Jesus’ calls to flee 

toward Him for protection. The world seems to offer a number of protective shelters. 

Which one will you run toward? Which one will hold up when the shouts of (Luke 13:35) 

“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” are heard when Jesus returns to 

judge the living and the dead? There’s only one … Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Jesus 

makes this clear saying, (Luke 6:49) “The one who hears (my words) and does not do 

them is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the 

stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.” But 

those who hear and trust Him … who build their lives on the rock-solid foundation of His 

Word and promise … their house won’t even be shaken! It will stand strong in the storm 

… protecting them from harm. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, received in baptism, we have been called to Jesus. In 

faith, we flee toward Him … believing and trusting Him and His promises. We remember 

God’s love for us … we flee to Him for protection. And when Jesus returns in glory, He 

will gather us into the impenetrable protection of His eternal kingdom with all who 

believe in Him as He crushes Satan’s head, destroying him for all time. 

We remember … we remember God’s love, found in His Word, and flee to it. Amen. 

James Kent 


