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“Called to His Team” 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

I’ve always been a fan of the team.  As a youngster, I loved baseball.  Why?  Because 

it brought together people with different skills and abilities to play a game and do well as 

a team … maybe even win.  You needed fast people to get on base and chase down long 

fly balls.  You needed strong people to slug home runs and bring the fast guys around to 

score.  You needed people with strong arms to pitch and throw.  If the team were “one 

dimensional” … all fast guys or filled with pitchers and no fielders … or loaded with big 

hitters who couldn’t field well … you didn’t do well.  A good baseball team needs a 

variety of players to succeed.   

When I was in the Air Force, I was a Missile Launch officer.  I monitored the status 

of nuclear missiles from a small room buried hundreds of feet below the plains of 

Nebraska and eastern Colorado.  The computers would tell me when something went 

haywire.  But, trapped in that small room, I couldn’t do anything … even though I knew 

something was wrong.  But, I had security forces who could do something if there was a 

security problem.  And trust me … they were very capable.  However, if the computer in 

a missile locked up … they were clueless.  But, I also had maintenance experts specially 

trained to repair the missiles.  I knew when something broke and what the problem was 

… my security forces knew how to get into the missiles … and the maintenance experts 

had the special tools and knowledge to make the repairs as I led them through their 

troubleshooting.  Alone, none of use were of much good in keeping these weapons 



Kent- 2 
 
 

operating.  But, as a team, each endowed with special skills we came together to ensure 

these weapons worked as designed.   Teamwork was the key to success on my baseball 

teams as a kid … and in the missile fields of Nebraska and Colorado.  It’s also the key to 

success in our families, our businesses, and pretty much every aspect of our lives … 

including … the life of the church. 

Our gracious heavenly Father has gathered each of us – a hodgepodge of forgiven 

sinners from all walks of life – through the Holy Spirit onto His team … the Body of 

Christ … the Church.  According to the unique gifts our Father has given each of us, our 

heavenly Father has brought us together on His team – a team destined to compete and 

win the victory over Satan and his evil minions.  You and I, baptized children of God all 

belong on this team! 

St. Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to make his point that each of us is a 

part of God’s team … His family … His Body the church.  Like any other team we’re 

familiar with … a sports team, an orchestra or rock band, a theater group, or our 

workplace … the church has a lot of different people with different God-given skills and 

abilities and the come together as one to function as one. 

St. Paul encourages us, (1 Corinthians 12:12) “For just as the body is one and has 

many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ.”  Paul explains that we are, in fact, individuals.  That’s good!  We’re each 

created, individually, by God to be different!  But the differences shouldn’t separate.  The 

differences shouldn’t cause division. The differences shouldn’t cause us to discount some 

while elevating the status of others.  Every single one of us, from the youngest to the 

oldest … regardless of our background and experience … irrespective of our physical 
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attributes and social standing … is a member of the Body of Christ.  Saved from sin, 

Satan, and death … given the gift of eternal life … through our Head … Jesus Christ. 

Paul uses the analogy of the human body to make his point.  It’s obvious the human 

consists of many different parts … eyes, ears, hands, feet … all forming one body.  I’m 

sure we can all appreciate that when all our parts are working well, we feel pretty good 

about things.  But, I know that when one part of our body isn’t feeling so well, we can 

start feeling pretty crummy.  All I have to think about is the affect my leaky nose caused 

by a cold had my whole body most of this past week as it deprived me of necessary sleep. 

God’s people possess a variety of gifts that come together as one to worship Him, to 

care for each other, and to bring the light of Christ into a dark, sin-filled world.  They’re 

all needed to work as God intends.  But, if one part hurts, the whole Body suffers. 

Paul carries out the metaphor saying, (1 Corinthians 12:18) “But as it is, God 

arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.”  God has created 

each of us uniquely, as He wills it, to be joined by Him to the Body of Christ.  Each of us 

is a critical part of this Body according to our Father’s divine design and intent.    

Because of our human frailty … our insecure egos … and the words we hear from 

others, we may not always be so sure that our gifts are important.  We might feel our gifts 

won’t be missed.  We might feel that others will make up for our absence.  We might 

think, “I’m not the most talented singer, speaker, leader, organizer in the congregation – 

and maybe it’s true, I’m not!”  We might feel certain everything can operate just fine 

without me and would be better off that way.  When we do, the gifts God has created us 

with go unused.  We become like the servant in the Parable of the Talents recorded in 

Matthew 25 who, fearing the ridicule of others, buries his talent rather than using it to 
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bring a return on investment to the master.  God gives us talents … big and small, fancy 

and simple, in many shapes and sizes … to be used to grow His kingdom.  Failing to use 

those gifts is akin to rejecting Him … failing to trust Him with our lives.   

I knew a guy once who went to church every Sunday for his whole life … 40-some 

years of life in the church.  Yet, he never did anything except walk in, sit down, worship, 

and then leave.  Each Sunday it was the same thing.  Why?  He never felt confident to use 

the talents God had given him.  Monday through Saturday he displayed a lot of gifts … 

leadership, speaking, teaching, imagination, even a little physical skill in his work, 

coaching, and playing.  But never in the Body of Christ.  He thought, “Sure I’ve got some 

skills and abilities, but I’m not very theologically gifted.  I’ve got other things I need to 

do anyway … care for my family, fulfill my responsibilities at work, enjoy what little free 

time I have.  Someone else is better gifted to serve the church.  I won’t be missed.” 

Paul continues his encouragement to us, (1 Corinthians 12:15) “If the foot should say, 

‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a 

part of the body.”  This is nonsense isn’t it?  Of course, the foot is part of the body!  It 

may not look like much.  It may not be able to hold the pen that writes beautiful prose, or 

hold the tools that build or repair machines, or speak through signs to people who can’t 

hear.  But, without the foot, the hand can’t very easily get to the drawer to pick up pen 

and paper, the toolbox to get the wrench or screwdriver, or to those who need to have 

someone use sign language for them.  The foot has value … just ask someone who no 

longer has use of their feet how valuable feet are. 

(1 Corinthians 12:18-20) “But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 

one of them, as He chose.  If all were a single member, where would the body be?   As it 
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is, there are many parts, yet one body.”  As each part of the human body has value 

toward the functioning of the body as a whole, so too does each of us, members of the 

Body of Christ, have value to the entire Body of Christ.  Our individual diversity of gifts 

blesses the entire Body of Christ … if we allow them to be used by Him in His service to 

us and the world around us. 

It is hard to believe that God would use any of us to serve Him.  We are weak … 

flawed … sinful creatures.  Yet this is exactly who He chooses to use.  St. Paul … who 

was a hateful, evil, murderous servant of Satan at one time … was picked by God to use 

his religious intensity … cultivated through decades of study in the Temple … to use that 

same intensity to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to the fallen world.   

Jesus, the crucified and resurrected Christ, the Son of God, appeared to Paul.  Jesus 

empowered Paul to become His servant to the Gentiles everywhere … that even the 

Gentiles would be saved.  Jesus forgave Paul his murderous, hated-filled, evil ways.  

Jesus filled Paul with the Holy Spirit.  Jesus enabled Paul to use his gifts in service to His 

church on earth. 

Just as Paul received grace and mercy from Jesus, so to do we receive that same grace 

and mercy.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, received in our baptisms, we have been 

called into the Body of Christ, the Church.  We are the blessed recipients of Christ’s love 

and mercy.  We are “the poor,” “the captives,” “the blind,” “the oppressed” Jesus spoke 

of in our gospel today.  Jesus, in His life, death, and resurrection gives us new life in Him 

and a new identity as God’s own children.  He’s saved us from the effects of sin … 

eternal death.  But … this is not the end of things for us.  We aren’t saved to rest on our 
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laurels … to say, “Look at me … I’ve got mine.”  We’re saved for a purpose … to use our 

unique gifts, talents, and abilities in service to the Body of Christ and His creation.   

That guy I knew … one day someone asked if he would share his gifts with the Body 

of Christ as a lector.  He said, “Sure … I guess.”  Then he decided to ask if he could 

teach Sunday School.  “Sure … that would be great!”  Then he was asked to become an 

Elder and a Board member.  At the age of 40-something, I began using my gifts … gifts 

I’d kept to myself or only felt comfortable using outside the church … inside the church.   

One day, I heard God tell me, “Pastoral ministry.”  Just two little words.  But, it 

wasn’t until I heeded God’s call to use my gifts … and trusted Him … to be lector that I 

began the journey to this pulpit I stand in today.  God empowered me to use the gifts He 

had given me to serve Him and to serve you, the Body of Christ, in this way.   

And God has empowered each of us to serve in some way.  (1 Corinthians 12:29-30) 

“Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?  Do all 

possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?”  No.  But all of us 

are called to serve the Body of Christ in some way.  You have been saved for a purpose.  

(1 Corinthians 12:27) “You are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” 

I pray, “O Lord God Almighty, because You have always supplied Your servants with 

the many and diverse gifts which come from Your Holy Sprit alone, leave us not destitute 

of your gifts.  By Your grace help us to use all of our gifts always to Your honor and 

glory and for the good of others as You will; in Jesus’ holy name.  Amen.” 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  Amen. 

James Kent 


