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Luke 4:1-13 

Lent 1C 

March 10, 2019 

“Remember … God’s Word” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

On that fateful day in Eden, God spoke His Word to Satan after he lured Adam and 

Eve from temptation into sin. He said, (Genesis 3:15 (NIV)) “I will put enmity between 

you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he will crush your 

head, and you will strike his heel.” Satan remembered God’s Word … the Creator’s 

divine threat on his life … and so, as the one God promised would “crush his head” 

entered into the wilderness, Satan saw an opportunity to divert Him off His mission. 

Our gospel is about temptation … and God’s Word … notably, remembering God’s 

Word, which can and does keep Satan from drawing us into sin and away from God. 

Satan assaults Jesus through three temptations. At the end of 40 days of fasting in the 

wilderness … Jesus was no doubt hungry. Satan appeals to Jesus’ need for food tries to 

sow doubt into His head about His identity. “Jesus … are you really the Son of God? If 

you really are, you can end your hunger … right now! Just turn this stone into bread.”  

But Jesus shows us how to fend off Satan … even when he tempts with something as 

beneficial as food. Jesus REMEMBERS … He remembers God’s Word, telling the devil 

what God said to remind His people of His daily gift of manna, (Deuteronomy 8:3) “Man 

does not live by bread alone. But man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of 

the LORD.” Jesus defends Himself by remembering the Word of God. He trusts His 

Father, who has provided for all His needs to continue providing for all His needs just as 

He promises in His Word. Jesus doesn’t need to use His power for personal satisfaction. 
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Jesus remains on His Father’s path … He remains the Messiah, the Son of God, 

who’ll feed the 5000 physical bread … who’ll break bread with His disciples at the Last 

Supper … who’ll be present in the bread of Holy Communion forgiving us for the times 

we’re lured away by Satan and nourishing our faith to endure further temptations. 

Satan moves on, raising the stakes a little. He takes Jesus to a high place and shows 

Him all the kingdoms of the world. Satan knows the Father’s plan … this Jesus will 

become the King of kings and Lord of lords – ruling over all things seen and unseen. But 

first … He must suffer and die. So, he essentially makes this proposal to Jesus, “I know 

your Father’s plan. Why go through all that? I can set you up right now! All you have to 

do is worship me. Do that and all this will be yours now … without the suffering and 

pain.” Satan tempts Jesus to take the easy way out. All He has to do – worship him. 

Again, Jesus shows us how to ward off Satan … even when he tempts with the easy 

way out. Jesus REMEMBERS … He remembers God’s Word, telling the devil the words 

God told Israel as they entered the Promised Land, (Deuteronomy 6:13) “It is the LORD 

your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall swear.” Jesus 

defends Himself remembering God’s First Commandment, (Exodus 20:2,5) “You shall 

have no other gods before me … you shall not bow down to or serve them.” 

Jesus remains on His Father’s path … He remains the Messiah, the Son of God, who 

will ascend into heaven to be seated at the Father’s right hand … ruling and reigning over 

all things seen and unseen until He returns to judge the living and the dead.  

Satan sees where this is going … He sees how Jesus remembers the Word of God to 

resist his attacks. He changes his approach. The devil takes Jesus to the center of the 

Jewish world, the Temple in Jerusalem. He sets Jesus on top of the Temple, maybe 500-
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600 feet above the ground … about as high as the Washington Monument. Then Satan 

picks some verses of his own from Psalm 91. “Jesus, I know what your Father’s Word 

says about you. As His Son, He says, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to 

guard you … On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a 

stone.’ So, throw yourself off this pinnacle … because God’s Word says He’ll save you.” 

Put God to the test – He’ll save you. 

Israel tested God in the desert. “God! If you’re really all powerful and love us, 

(Exodus 17:3,7) ‘Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us … with thirst? … Is the 

Lord among us or not!’” Desiring proof of God’s love, they demanded water, “No water, 

no proof … we’re headed back to Egypt!” Despite their lack of trust, God, true to His 

promises, provided for His people … through Moses, He brought water from a rock to 

quench His people’s thirst. 

Satan tries to divert us away from God too.  One of his tricks is tempting through 

false teachers who try to use God’s Word selectively to support their personal agendas. 

These servants of the devil quote pieces and parts of God’s Word to suit their needs while 

ignoring other parts. We sometimes do it ourselves when we want something or someone 

we can’t seem to have. We might call parts of God’s Word irrelevant because it’s old and 

doesn’t fit our modern sensibilities. We see it from politicians who want constituents to 

think they have the moral high ground. We see it from social change agents who want to 

change public perception about rights and privileges they believe we’re owed – to love 

whoever we want whenever we desire under conditions we set, to live free from 

commitments to others and God’s Word, to die and even kill for personal convenience. 

For example we hear people say, “There are many ways to heaven” … “God wants me to 
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be happy” ... “Those people are going to hell” … While these may sound like reasonable 

things to say; God’s Word, when taken in its entirety, in it’s context doesn’t necessarily 

say these things or make those arguments. 

Again, Jesus shows us how to deflect Satan … even when he tempts us with false 

teaching from God’s Word. Jesus REMEMBERS … He remembers God’s Word, 

repeating more of His Word for context, (Deuteronomy 6:16) “You shall not put the 

LORD your God to the test.” He trusts God’s promise of protection, but He won’t test it. 

With this, Satan departs … defeated for the moment, but not willing to give in. Even 

Satan remembers God’s Word and the deadly divine threat against him. He knows Jesus 

intends to “crush his head” one day. He will be back to fight another day. 

Jesus remains on His Father’s path … He remains the Messiah, the Son of God, who 

will go to Jerusalem … who will be lifted up high on a cross … who will fulfill His 

Father’s mission … to crush Satan’s head. 

Eventually Jesus returns to Jerusalem, hailed as king, to face Satan and his evil one 

last time. In the Garden, on the night of His betrayal, Jesus turns to His Father in prayer 

… He asks Him to find another way to redeem His creation from sin and death. But He 

also trusts His Father to help Him through the struggle, (Luke 22:42) “Father, not my 

will, but yours be done.” Then Satan’s army drags Jesus away to unimaginable pain and 

suffering. In our eyes, it would’ve been so much easier to have found another way … an 

“easy button” to remove the sin of the world. But Jesus endures. He’s nailed to the cross 

… He ignores more temptations from those who taunt Him, (Luke 23:35) “He saved 

others; let Him save Himself, if He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One!” Jesus 

REMEMBERS … He remembers the Word of God. He remembers God will save His 
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people through Himself by bringing Him through this horrible death to new life. He 

remembers His Father’s word to Satan, (Genesis 3:15) “He will crush your head.”  

One of the scariest times any of us will face is death … death of a loved one or our 

own death. Dennis DeHaan, noted pastor and author of many Our Daily Bread 

devotionals, remembers God’s Word as he recalled his own mother’s dying words. In the 

moment of her death she quoted Isaiah 41:10 and John 10:29, “Fear not, for I am with 

you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand,” and “My Father, who has given them to me, is 

greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.” Facing 

death, Dennis, his mom, and his brother all remembered God’s Word … and it removed 

any temptation to doubt leading to fear. He said, “Whenever we are tested – whether it’s 

severe temptation, an overwhelming fear, or the specter of death itself – we can rest with 

confidence on God’s sure and abiding Word.” 

When faced with Satan and his subtle and not so subtle lies, God gives us a weapon to 

deflect those lies and keep us on the path to His kingdom too. He has given us His Word. 

As we hear His Word … in our worship … in our devotions … in our Bible Studies and 

Small Groups … it enters into our hearts and minds. When Satan tries to lure us astray, 

the Holy Spirit defends us. Dwelling inside us in baptism, He enables us to remember 

God’s Word. We REMEMBER … we remember God’s Word and promise. Then we can 

speak it with our mouths. When we do, Satan flees from us. (Romans 10:10) “For with 

the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.” 

Remember … Remember the Word of God. Amen. 

James Kent 


