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Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Transfiguration-C 

March 3, 2019 

“Looking Forward in Faith” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

“My life … it flashed before my eyes!”  We might hear that when someone thinks 

they’re in a situation of grave danger.  In that instant they flashback to all that was … 

maybe even regretting a few things along the way as they think of what might’ve been.  

At the end of life, I guess that might make sense for some since they have no concrete 

idea of what awaits them after this life.  So, rather than dwell on the uncertainty of the 

future, they dwell on the past. 

Today we hear the story of Moses’ last moments.  He certainly had a lot of things to 

remember!  What an amazing 120-year life!  Life as condemned foreigner drawn out of 

the water of the Nile to become the Prince of Egypt!  Life as a murderer on the run as a 

shepherd who experienced God face-to-face in the “Burning Bush!”  Life as a miracle 

working servant of God and His greatest prophet … protected by the blood of the lamb 

on Passover … leading God’s people to freedom from bondage to Pharaoh through the 

Red Sea and the wilderness … bringing water from rocks, calling down manna and quail 

from heaven … all while looking forward in faith to life in the Promised Land!   

But, when it came time for his last moments, Moses didn’t look back on all that he 

had done … or even what God had done through him … rather, Moses, standing on 

Mount Nebo across the Jordan, at the end of his life, looked forward in faith.  The Lord 

puts before Moses the land of promise – because Moses is a man of faith in the one true 

God … and God intends for Moses to die as he lived, looking forward in faith toward 

God and His promises. 
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Moses could’ve looked back on his life and seen all the adventures he experienced. 

He could’ve looked back with regret over the one time he failed to heed God’s Word 

while drawing water for the thirsty masses following him through the desert … a sin 

that kept him from entering the Promised Land himself.  He could have looked back 

and seen in a thousand different ways how the Lord had blessed him and kept him, but 

now Moses is on the edge of death, and the Lord has him see not the things behind him 

but … looking forward in faith … seeing what lies ahead for him … for Israel … and 

for you and me.  

From this vista atop Mount Nebo, Moses looks west toward the Promised Land, the 

place God swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob centuries before.  And now Moses, 

looks forward in faith across the Dead Sea.  He sees the mountains of Judah.   And as 

gazes, he sees all God has in store for himself … for Israel … and for you and me.   

There is Bethlehem, the village where Jesus will be born. There, flowing below him, 

into the Dead Sea, is the Jordan River where Jesus will be baptized as John the Baptist 

preaches, (John 1:29) “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”  

There is the wilderness of Judea where the devil will tempt Jesus for forty days and 

nights.  

Moses turns to the north and sees Galilee – where Jesus will teach, preach, and call 

His disciples, where He will announce the coming of God’s kingdom, the Christian 

Church.  Even further north Moses sees the mountain where today’s gospel takes place.  

To the place where he’ll, on account of Jesus’ forgiveness of sins, finally stand in the 

Promised Land with Jesus and Elijah talk with Jesus about His own exodus, as Peter, 

James, and John look on. 
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He sees all the places Jesus descended into to lead His people on a similar journey 

toward freedom.  A journey through the wilderness with starving people to feed, demon 

possessed people to heal, sinners to forgive, unenlightened people to teach, and 

rejection and persecution from His own people to face.   

And there in the hills directly in front of Moses is Jerusalem, the city of peace, the 

city of the great King.  Moses sees where Jesus will suffer and die, lifted up on a cross, 

taking God’s wrath in his place … in our place … in the place of all sinners everywhere 

and across all time.  And there, too, is the grave that will be empty on that first Easter 

morning.  Finally, Moses sees the Mount of Olives where Jesus will ascend to the 

Father’s right hand to rule and reign in glory over all things for the sake of His Church. 

Yes, Moses, the best is yet to come.  Because even this is not the end.  This same 

Jesus will return as He left.  Then there’ll be the resurrection of the body and the life 

everlasting for all of us, you included Moses, who look forward in faith for His coming. 

Remember, friends, Moses is our example … an example of faith that looks forward.  

Moses didn’t die looking back, remembering victory over Pharaoh, triumph in the sea, 

or glory on the mountain. No, Moses is our example, looking forward in faith. 

We are the same.  The Lord took us and drew us out of the waters, condemned sinners 

brought to new life in our Baptism.  He rescued us from slavery to sin and eternal death 

by the blood of His Lamb.  He does this to us and for us because, like Moses, He calls us 

to follow Him in faith on a journey toward eternal life in the new Promised Land.  

However, as we journey in the wilderness of the world, at times we, like Moses did, rely 

on our own abilities … at times we put our trust in things of this world instead of God …  

at times we slip up and fall short.   
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And, when we do, the Holy Spirit draws us back to our Father … back to the 

mountaintop where we come into His presence through His Word and His Sacraments.  

Through these gifts, His means of grace, because of our faith in Jesus Christ, He forgives 

our sins.  He nourishes us to continue our journey.   

Then, forgiven and nourished, He leads us back down the mountain … into the dark 

messiness of the world to show the love of Christ to those in need wherever they may be.  

We may doubt our own abilities to tend to these needs, but we follow Him in faith … 

knowing that the promised Holy Spirit guides us in all we do.  Through us, God brings 

the lost and broken in His creation to their own mountaintop experience … to be 

transformed by the love of Christ into our brothers and sisters.   

And someday, when we come to our personal Mount Nebo … our Father will point 

our eyes to His unwavering promises.  We will look forward in faith to Jesus, who was 

crucified and raised for us, who now intercedes for us at the Father’s right hand, and 

who will soon return for us so that where He is, we will be also.   

For Moses … for us … for all the saints across all time … the best is yet to come; the 

resurrection of the body and the life everlasting await; eternal life is a ripe promise. 

And when our time comes and we stand on the edge of life and death, the Lord’s 

promises will carry us forward in faith to the joy that knows no end, and we will at last 

see the Lord Jesus, as Moses did, face-to-face. 

May the peace of Christ be with you all.  Amen. 

James Kent  
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++++++++++++++ 

The Oscars took place last week.  It’s a time when the film industry decides to select 

the best, from thousands of choices … they picked “Green Book” this year.  I’m not a 

film goer so I’m not sure if they made the right choice or not, but I’m sure there was 

some controversy.  Growing up, Queen was one of my favorite bands … and “Bohemian 

Rhapsody” was one of my favorite songs … so, even though I haven’t seen the movie 

“Bohemian Rhapsody,” I probably would’ve had to go with that one.  Nevertheless … we 

like to debate … greatest movies, greatest songs, greatest athletes and teams.  The actual 

greatest … that truly is in the eye of the beholder. 

But, there’s no debate about the greatest prophet of all-time, (Deuteronomy 34:10-11) 

“And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, who the Lord knew face to 

face, none like him…”   God Himself calls Moses #1! 

But here’s the thing … as great as Moses was, he still fell short.  As great as Moses 

was, God takes him to the top of the tallest mountain outside the Promised Land to show 

him the land He promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob … the land which He called Moses 

to lead His people toward … a land which He will give to Moses’ offspring.  But it’s a 

land God tells Moses, (Deuteronomy 34:4) “I have let you see with your eyes, but you 

shall not go over there.”  As great as Moses was, as many amazing signs and wonders 

God did through him to bring His people out of Egypt to the Promised Land … Moses 

fell short when he disobeyed God during the wanderings in the desert.  Because Moses 

relied on his own abilities to bring water to his thirsting people … rather than trusting 

God’s Word alone, Moses was prevented from entering the Promised Land.  After 
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viewing the land, he died.  Then, God’s people, led by Joshua, entered the land … just as 

God said they would. 

So, Moses, the greatest prophet, fell short.  One little slip … and he didn’t get into the 

Promised Land.  What hope do we have … does anyone have … to get to the Promised 

Land if Moses, the greatest of all prophets isn’t worthy?  God’s Word says, (Romans 

3:23) “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” … including Moses! 

Moses’ God … a merciful God … and our God … sent His only Son Jesus into the 

world to redeem His people … all of them.  This includes Moses … this includes you and 

me.  In Hebrews chapter 11, the Old Testament Hall of Fame … the greatest of the greats 

of faith … reminds us that (Hebrews 11:24-26) “By faith Moses … considered the 

reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt.”  In faith, Moses trusted 

God and His promises … God promised His people they would enter the Promised Land.   

Fast forward 1400 years to the mountaintop scene in our gospel.  Moses’ faith 

redeemed him … cleansed him from his sins.  And here he is … talking to Jesus … on a 

mountain in the Promised Land.  Moses appeared in glory … speaking with Jesus about 

the mission He was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.   

Moses, God’s greatest prophet, led Israel to freedom from bondage to Pharaoh in 

Egypt … protected by the blood of the lamb on Passover … led through the Red Sea to 

new life in the Promised Land.  But he had to go through the wilderness to get there. 

Jesus was about to lead a similar journey to freedom.  The path down the mountain 

led to yet another mountain … Mount Calvary.  There Jesus, God’s Son, shed His blood 

on the cross to free all mankind from bondage to sin and rise from the dead three days 

later to grant all who believe in Him admission to the new Promised Land.   
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Before getting there though, Jesus had to travel through the dark messiness of worldly 

wilderness.  There were still demon possessed people to heal, sinners to forgive, 

unenlightened people to teach, and rejection and persecution to face.  But Jesus 

descended from His rightful glory on the mountaintop into the evil-filled world to fulfill 

the mission His Father sent Him on. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, God leads us through the waters of baptism, to 

receive forgiveness of sins as we journey to eternal life in the new Promised Land.  

However, as we journey in the wilderness of the world, at times we rely on our own 

abilities … at times we put our trust in things of this world instead of God …  at times we 

slip up and fall short.   

But, when we do, the Holy Spirit draws us back to God … back to the mountaintop 

where we come into His presence through His Word and His Sacraments.  Through these 

gifts, His means of grace, He forgives our sins.  He nourishes us to continue our journey.   

Then, forgiven and nourished, He leads us down the mountain … back into the dark 

messiness of the world to show the love of Christ to those in need wherever they may be.  

Through us, He brings them to their own mountaintop experience to be transformed by 

the love of Christ into our brothers and sisters.  Together, one day, we’ll all cross into the 

ultimate Promised Land of the new creation where we will live for eternity with Moses 

and Elijah … Peter, James, and John … all the saints who’ve gone before us … and our 

Lord, Jesus Christ. 

May the peace of Christ be with you all.  Amen. 

James Kent  
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Eight days before the mountain top scene we experience today, Jesus asked His 

disciples, (Luke 9:18) “Who do the crowds say I am?”  The crowds had a lot of thoughts 

… John the Baptist returned from the dead … Elijah … the greatest priest of the Old 

Testament … or maybe a prophet.  Nice thoughts.  Definitely some great men of God.  

Jesus asks those who’ve seen Him and heard on a daily basis for three years, (Luke 9:20) 

“Who do you say I am?”  And Peter blurts out, “You’re the Christ, the Messiah, of God!”  

Peter gets it right … or does He?  Because right after this shocking statement, “The Son of 

God” tells His loyal followers that He would suffer, be rejected, be killed, and on the third 

day rise from the dead to new life … and any who follow Him … including Peter, James, 

and John … Jesus’ inner circle … would suffer similar futures.  So Jesus takes them on a 

field trip … to the top of a mountain. 

+++++++++++++ 
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Dear saints, it is time for Moses to die. Someday we, too, will have to die. So we will 

let Moses be an example for us. 

3. 

I’ve heard that at the moment of death your entire life will flash before your eyes. 

Imagine that with Moses. Here he is in a basket, floating in the Nile River. Now he’s 

rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter, but he grows up in his own home. For forty years, he 

lives as a prince in Egypt, but then he goes to protect an Israelite, and he murders an 

Egyptian. He buries the man in the desert, but the deed is known, and he flees and goes 

into hiding. 

For forty more years, he is in the wilderness. He is a shepherd for the flocks of Jethro, 

marries Jethro’s daughter Zipporah, and starts a family. And then, age 80, Moses sees an 

unforgettable sight: a bush burning without consuming the leaves or branches. And there 

in the midst of the bush is the Angel of the Lord, who speaks to Moses the divine name 

and sends him as a prophet to rescue his people. 

More scenes of Moses’ life would pass before us, one after another. The appearances 

before Pharaoh, “Let my people go.” The staff turning into a snake, the Nile turning to 

blood, the ten plagues, the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, and the hardening of the 

people’s lives. Then the instructions for the Passover, the lamb’s blood on the door, the 

mourning of the Egyptian firstborn, and the flight in the night. And then, how could you 

forget, the exodus of all the people that comes to a dead end. Mountains on the left and 

the right, the Rea Sea in front, and the armies of Pharaoh behind. But Moses puts his staff 

into the sea and the people cross on dry ground, and then Pharaoh and his armies are 

consumed in the sea. How they rejoiced and praised God for that deliverance! And we’re 
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only getting started! 

The Lord brings them back to the mountain where Moses had seen the burning bush, 

but now the entire mountain is on fire, and the Lord speaks from this cloud and fire the 

Ten Commandments and summons Moses up onto the mountain to stand before the 

throne of God and in the council of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. For forty 

days and nights, Moses fasts and receives the instructions of building the dwelling of 

God on earth, the tabernacle where God would meet with man. Moses comes down off 

the mountain with two tablets, written by the finger of God himself! 

There’s the golden calf, the intercession of Moses that restrained the wrath of God, the 

snakes and the bronze serpent that saved the people, the construction of the tabernacle, 

the anointing of Aaron and his sons to serve as priests, the fire of God that consumed the 

sacrifice, and the glory of God that filled the temple. 

In ancient art, Moses is often represented with little horns on his head. This is a 

confusion about the word that the Scripture used for the rays of light that shone from the 

face of Moses after he went in to speak to the Lord in the tabernacle. Moses would wear 

a veil because his face was shining and because that light would fade. 

Moses asked to see the face of God, and God put him in the crack of the rock and 

caused his glory to pass before him, saying, “I will show mercy on whom I will show 

mercy” (Ex 33:19). 

Moses sent twelve spies into the Promised Land. Two came back with a report of 

faithful exuberance. Ten came back with fear, and the people listened to the ten, so that 

the Lord gave them forty years of wandering in the wilderness. Forty years of trouble. 

Forty years of temptation. Forty years of manna. Forty years of protection. Forty years 
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that Moses used to publish Genesis and his other four books. But also forty years of 

funerals. None of the men who came out of Egypt would go into the Promised Land, only 

their children. In some way, the forty years of wandering in the wilderness was a forty 

year funeral procession, and now we come to the end, to the edge of the Jordan River, 

and there is only one left to die: Moses, 120 years old, but his eyes, the text tells us, were 

“undimmed, and his vigor unabated” (v 7). 

Other than Jesus and King David, we know more about Moses than any other character 

in the Scriptures. His life was stunning. They could make movies about it! This life of 

Moses is a picture of Law and Gospel. 

Moses, after all, is the Lawgiver, the man chosen by God to bring the Ten 

Commandments down from the darkness on the mountain. Moses’ preaching had in it the 

thundering of God, his holiness and wrath over sin. 

But Moses is not all Law. Moses fashions the bronze serpent on the pole to save the 

people, a picture of Jesus lifted up on the cross. Moses builds the tabernacle and puts in 

place the sacrifices, with the blood of bulls and goats sanctifying the people so that God 

could come and meet with them and bless them. It’s through Moses that God rescues the 

people, claims them as his own, sanctifies them, brings them to the edge of the Promised 

Land, gives them the liturgy and the divine services, the priesthood, the ark of the 

covenant with the Mercy Seat, the Torah, and the promise that another would come, a 

Prophet like Moses from among the people (see Deut 18:18). 

2. 

 


