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Luke 6:17-26 

Epiphany 6C 

February 17, 2019 

“It’s Been a Hard Week” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

It’s been a very hard week for many of us.  I know I don’t know the half of it, but I do 

know it’s been a hard week.  But, Jesus tells us, we … are … blessed.  He says, right 

there in our gospel today, (Luke 6:21b) “Blessed are you who weep now … yours is the 

kingdom of God.” 

We are blessed.  I know it’s been a hard week.  Many of us are weeping … but we are 

blessed. 

Some of us are weeping over the death of a young boy we’ve known since His days 

as a “Little Lamb” in our preschool not long ago.  He attended VBS here at First 

Lutheran too.  And he was known by many of our young people.  And he died suddenly 

this week. 

Others are still weeping over the deaths of seventeen young people and their teachers 

in Florida a year ago this past week. 

Still others are weeping over the loss of parents, spouses, and friends, though not 

dead, are suffering the debilitating effects of Alzheimer’s and dementia.  We’re saddened 

by the toll these horrible diseases have taken on several of our once vibrant members … a 

toll that’s worsened steadily this week.  And these aren’t even the half of it! 

In our gospel today, we experience Jesus teaching His disciples.  He had just 

handpicked the Twelve Apostles from among His many faithful disciples.  It was time to 

start teaching them what their life of discipleship was going to be all about.  And He 

starts with “blessings.”  The disciples, all who believe in Him and His Word are blessed 
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already.  Blessed are the poor, the hungry, the saddened, and the socially outcast … 

(Luke 6:23b) “Your reward is great in heaven.” 

In the next breath, Jesus pronounces “woe” … intense pain and displeasure … on the 

rich, the full of belly, the laughing, and those who seek after compliments and adulation.   

Today, as we hear these words, we are weeping … we are sad … it’s been a hard 

week.  I can be hard to feel blessed in times like this.  I can imagine some of our thoughts 

today, “How can this weeping be a blessing?  Who wants to be sad … or poor … or 

hungry … or outcast?” 

“Jesus, I think you have it backward.  Poverty, hunger, sadness, persecution … 

blessings?  Wealth, a full stomach, laughter and joy, and accolades … signs of woe?  

Really!  I don’t feel blessed at the moment.  Your people don’t feel particularly blessed at 

the moment.  What’s up?!” 

This is an understandable reaction to Jesus’ words to us.   But Jesus isn’t necessarily 

talking about physical, worldly poverty or wealth, hunger or fullness, sadness or hilarity, 

social rejection or acceptance though.  He’s talking about trusting in God to provide for 

our needs … our needs in this place and time … and our eternal needs.  For all who 

believe and trust in God above all else, they are blessed already! 

Blessed already … right now … is the one who comes to God as a poor, pitiful 

beggar!  Knowing full well there is no amount of money or stock options that can earn 

forgiveness of sin and entry into eternal life in the kingdom of God. 

Blessed already … immediately … is the one whose faith is continually starving for 

the nourishment found only in the Word and Sacraments given freely by the one, true 

God … they will be made spiritually full! 
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Blessed already … instantly … is the one who mourns over their own sinfulness 

which they know separates them from God and cries out for forgiveness … they will one 

day be living in ultimate joy in the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed already … straightway … is the one who is among the socially outcast 

because of their desire to bring the truth of God’s Word, in their words and deeds of love, 

to the surrounding multitudes who are unknowingly wandering as “living dead” due their 

reliance on their own abilities and the ways of the world instead of trusting God. 

Meanwhile, Jesus issues the strongest warning of woe to all who trust in themselves, 

their own wealth and abilities to save themselves … who feel their physical, material, and 

social well-being and comfort is all the evidence they need that they are on the right side 

of the eternal ledger.  Jesus warns that nothing could be further from the truth.   

He warns that our wealth, our luxurious comforts, even our best friends are, at best, 

only temporary benefits.  What happens when these things we trust in and rely on 

disappear?  Our health deteriorates when a vicious disease attacks our bodies and minds.  

Our jobs are taken away or our wealth crumbles under the weight of poor decision-

making beyond our control or unexpected bills and expenses.  Our toys and comforts 

break or become boring and outdated.  Our friends and popularity are taken away from us 

when other people become more interesting than we are … by a career change forcing a 

move to a new city or town … or … by a sudden death.  What do we do?  Do we go on 

an endless search for the next big thing to replace what we lost … hoping that will last?   

Jesus warned His disciples not to trust and rely on the things of the world for your 

happiness, satisfaction, or … salvation.  Trust only in God … His Word … His promises. 
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As Jesus suffered and died, He gave up everything to redeem His Father’s creation.  

He suffered ultimate poverty … stripped of His clothing and His rightful glory as the 

King of kings, Lord of lords to be nailed naked to His new throne … a Roman Cross.  He 

became poor so all mankind, including you and me, could enter the kingdom of God.     

Two criminals were executed with Jesus.  Their insatiable desire for worldly goods to 

satisfy their cravings led them to their crosses … their suffering and death.  It was the end 

of a very bad week for both of them.  Yet, they had starkly different reactions as they 

hung dying.  Both saw and heard the Son of God comfort those who mourned His 

suffering and death.  Both saw and heard Him forgive the men who ruthlessly pounded 

the nails into His feet and hands.  Both saw and heard how, despite His divine power, He 

ignored the taunts and jeers of the crowd who mocked Him as He suffered.   

On seeing and hearing Jesus, one of the criminals, focused on his worldly needs, 

railed at Jesus saying, (Luke 23:39) “Are you not the Christ?! Save yourself and us!”   

The other, recognized Jesus as God.  He came to Him as a beggar … poor in spirit … 

with nothing to offer.  In faith, he asked, (Luke 23:42) “Jesus, remember me when You 

come into Your kingdom.”  He didn’t say, “Jesus let me join you” or “Let me live again” 

… He simply asked Jesus to … remember him.  (Luke 6:20b) “Blessed are you who are 

poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”  Jesus responded to this poor, blessed criminal, 

saying, (Luke 23:43) “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”   

Just as the 2nd criminal, a lifelong sinner who came to believe in Jesus and His 

promises of forgiveness and eternal life by hearing His Word spoken was instantly 

blessed by Jesus … so to are we already blessed … ours is the kingdom of God. 

No matter what you’re going through, at this moment or the next, Jesus is with you.  
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God is with you.  He urges us to remain with Him too saying through His prophet 

Jeremiah, (Jeremiah 17:7-8) “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is 

in the Lord.  He is like a tree planted by water … (it) does not fear when the heat comes 

… is not anxious in the year of drought.”  We anchor ourselves firmly to the nourishing 

living water of God’s promises found in His Word and Sacraments.  Thus, anchored to 

Him, regardless of how hard our week has been … whether we’re struggling to put 

food on the table, mourning the loss of our health, weeping over the loss of a friend, or 

facing persecution for trying to live our lives by God’s Word in a hostile world, our 

Father who created the heavens and the earth has promised never to leave us or forsake 

us.  He has written that promise to us, not with money, food, happiness, or fame, but in 

the blood of His Son.  He is with us right now … He forgave our sins as we began to 

worship Him.  He spoke His Word to us in our readings.  In a moment, He will hear and 

answer our prayers.  And then, He will be present with us in the Lord’s Supper.  Finally, 

He will go out into the world with us, dwelling in our hearts as we become His 

presence, His hands and feet, showing His love to those we meet throughout the week.   

His presence and promise do not fade, change, or decay with time.  It remains sure and 

firm forever.  As we begin this new week, remember … He is with us now, and we shall 

have Him and all of His gifts for eternity, for Christ makes us blessed forever. Ours IS 

… the kingdom of God. 

May the peace of Christ be with you all.  Amen. 

James Kent 


