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1 Corinthians 14:12-30 

Epiphany 5C 

February 6/10, 2019 

 

“Following Him in Faith” 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

It might seem odd … days after Groundhog’s Day and a few days before Valentine’s 

Day, to still be talking about a season associated with Wisemen, gold, frankincense and 

myrrh.  But, we’re still in Epiphany, the season between Christmas and Lent where we 

see the Light of Life, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit lead us to use the gifts our Father 

has given us to be part of His continued ministry in this time and place as we “Follow 

Him in Faith” … a phrase you’re going to hear a lot of in the next several months. 

The other day I was reading the First Lutheran Church history … and I discovered, 

just a little late I’m afraid, that we recently passed a very significant milestone in First’s 

history.  This past January 6th, Epiphany Sunday, marked 45 years since the Light of Life 

first began to shine in what has became First Lutheran Church.  Just over 45 years ago the 

very first worship service involving God’s people, who eventually became First Lutheran 

Church, was held in Al and Sally living room.  Al and Sally, along with Jim and Ardith 

are still members of First Lutheran 45 years later.  They, and many others, followed 

God’s call in faith … taking some chances along the way … to build up this congregation 

from a house church meeting in a living room to the Light of Life shining on a hill today.  

How will those coming after us look at First Lutheran 45 years from now?  How is God 

asking us to take what He’s given us in the past 45 years … to Follow Him in Faith and 

continue building it up in the next 45 years? 
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When we hear this, some of us might quiver with fear and trepidation.  Some of us 

may not want to do anything … thinking everything’s fine as it is and there’s no need to 

change.  Others of us may feel ourselves incapable of doing much of anything … and, by 

ourselves, we’re not.  These might be on our minds, but it isn’t what’s on God’s mind. 

But … empowered by the gift of faith and guided by the Holy Spirit, God is asking 

you and me … all of us … to Follow Him in Faith!  Please listen to what He’s been 

telling us through His Word the past several weeks. 

He’s told us about the gifts He’s given us.  We’re reminded, (1 Corinthians 12:4-6) 

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, 

but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 

empowers them all in everyone.”  Whatever our gift, God gives it for a purpose … to be 

used as His instrument to call others to Him … to use their gifts in the same way. 

Our Father has blessed us with many gifts.  We don’t all receive the same gifts, but 

together, He calls us to use them, whatever they may be, to help His Body grow.  Paul 

encourages us, (1 Corinthians 12:12) “For just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ.”  God created each of us uniquely, as He wills it, to be joined by Him to the 

Body of Christ.  We’re all critical parts of this Body according to our Father’s divine 

design and intent.   He joins us to His Body for a purpose … to use our unique gifts, 

talents, and abilities as His instruments to call others to be joined in the same Body. 

We may feel ill-equipped to use our gifts in such a glorious mission.  We may feel 

unprepared.  But God reminds us, as He reminded His prophet Jeremiah in our Old 

Testament lesson last week, (Jeremiah 1:7-8) “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’ … Do not 
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be afraid … for I am with you to deliver you, declares the LORD.”   God didn’t promise 

Jeremiah, or us, that it would always be easy to use the gifts He’s given us to serve Him, 

but He promises to always be with us when we follow Him in faith. 

Today Paul exhorts us yet again, (1 Corinthians 14:12) “So with yourselves … strive 

to excel in building up the church.”  Paul follows with the example of using the gift of 

“speaking in tongues” without using the gift of “interpretation” to tell us all our gifts are 

needed for the building up of the church.  God calls everyone in His church to Follow 

Him in Faith as we use our gifts in some way to build up Christ’s church. 

As Jesus approached the Cross of Calvary, the place He knew He must go to suffer 

and die to fulfill His Father’s eternal plan of redemption … He knew already He’d be 

calling His disciples … including Peter, James, and John whom He called from their 

fishing boats to become fishers of men … to be the instruments He’d use to proclaim His 

gospel throughout His creation.  On the night He was betrayed, He prayed for them 

saying, (John 17:18) “As You sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world 

… that they also may be (made holy) in truth.”  Though His disciples fled from Him … 

denied Him … and feared for their lives following His death because they still didn’t 

believe His promise to rise from the dead … He still came to them.  In the Upper Room 

after His resurrection, He breathed the Holy Spirit on them, (John 20:21) “Peace be with 

you.  As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  Forty days later, as He 

ascended into heaven, He called His disciples to their ministry, (Acts 1:8) “You will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

They watched Jesus ascend to His Father.  Then, Following Him in Faith, they returned 

to Jerusalem to worship the one true God … devoting themselves to prayer. 
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And here, at the ends of the earth, the same Holy Spirit has been breathed on each of 

us … leading us to the waters of Baptism, enabling us to believe in God’s promises of 

forgiveness of sin and eternal life.  The same Holy Spirit has given us faith to use our 

many gifts so we too can “excel in the building up of the church.” The words Jesus spoke 

to the disciples 2000 years ago are spoken to us today … “As the Father has sent me, 

even so I am sending you.”  He is sending us to also be “fishers of men” so that through 

us, the Holy Spirit might also breathe on many others here at the ends of the earth.   

Here at First Lutheran, it’s an exciting time.  God has called us to prepare for the next 

45 years. Today we begin a campaign where God will be calling each of us to go on a 

journey, “following Him in faith,” as we use our God given time, talent, and treasure to 

“build up His church” through this place where the Light of Life shines brightly from a 

hill in Calvert County.  Over the next several weeks and months, you’ll hear much more 

about how we believe God is calling us to Follow Him in Faith to bring the gospel of 

Jesus Christ to the lost and broken as we finally make use of the land we purchased so 

many years ago … as we upgrade Little Lambs Preschool and our worship facilities … 

and as we better utilize the spaces we already have to increase our outreach to those in 

need of assistance, the troubled in need of counseling and other services, and young 

people and families craving safe places to gather to play, pray, and study God’s Word. 

This journey will require us to sacrifice some of our God-given time, talent, and 

treasure as He calls us.  I ask you to prayerfully consider how you might be able to give 

back some of the time and talent God has blessed you with to support this campaign in 

the next couple of months.  I thank you in advance, on behalf of our Father in heaven, as I 

pray, “O God, our loving Father, through the grace of the Holy Spirit You plant the gifts 
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of Your love into the hearts of Your faithful people.  Grant to us, Your servants, 

soundness of mind and body, so we may love You with our whole strength; and with our 

whole heart do the things You are calling us to do.  In Jesus’ Holy name.  Amen.” 

James Kent 


