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Luke 21:25-36 

First Sunday of Advent – C (Hope) 

December 2, 2018 

“The Third Coming” 

Grace to you and peace. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) 

My wife saw a meme with Jeff Foxworthy on it.  It said, “If you say, ‘Happy New 

Year’ right after Thanksgiving, you just might be a Lutheran.”  Happy New Year!   

You’ve probably noticed … I’m wearing a new shirt today … a blue one.  

Something’s different … and yes it is.  We’ve entered into the season of Advent.  The 

start of the new church year.  It’s the season of waiting.  For many in the world, this time 

of year might be about waiting for that joy-filled day we exchange presents with each 

other, sit down to a special meal together.  For many Christians, it’s also waiting for the 

day when our Savior Jesus was born … what some might call “His First Coming.”  I’m 

not going to argue that these two ideas are wrong.  But … they are incomplete at best. 

When we listen to God’s Word during this season, we hear Him urge us to wait and 

prepare in faith, guided by the Holy Spirit, for His Son’s return in glory … what many 

call “His Second Coming.”  You see Advent isn’t primarily about decorations, cards, and 

presents.  It’s really about ensuring we’re prepared, most importantly, for Christ’s return 

to judge the living the dead.  This is a understanding of what Advent is all about.   

But … what about now … today … right here in 21st century Calvert County, 

Maryland?  Where is He today?  A complete answer to this question reveals an even 

better understanding of Advent.  If you think about it, we’re experiencing “His Second 

Coming” right now!  We hear His Word proclaimed … He’s with us.  As we participate 

in the eating and drinking of His body and blood in the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion … He’s with us.  And, moved by the Holy Spirit, when we act as … and 
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experience … His hands and feet in the world through each and every one of us gathered 

here today … He’s with us.  “But wait!” as the Ginsu Knife ad says, “There’s more!”  

All the while … we “hope.”   

As so often happens though, something is lost in the translation.  Webster’s defines 

“hope” as “to want something to happen or be true.”  But, the Greek word often 

translated as “hope” – ελπιζω – means “to anticipate with confident expectation.”  It is 

with confident expectation that we wait for “His Third Coming.”  His return somewhere 

in the future – at a time unknown to us – a moment when He will appear "with power and 

great glory" to usher in the fullness of the promised kingdom of God.  The true, complete 

picture of our Advent waiting is this … we acknowledge together, “Christ has died.  

Christ has risen.  Christ will come again.” 

It’s this “Third Coming of His” that captures our attention today.  “His Third 

Coming” is a bright star in the darkness of the world shedding light on our path through 

the turmoil we see daily as we “hope” … anticipating confidently … in Jesus’ promised 

return to bring us into His new creation.  He points us along our way saying, (Luke 

21:27-28) “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 

great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

I’ve always been fascinated by science and technology.  It’s big reason I went to 

college years ago to become an engineer.  I like how science can help me see the order of 

things in the universe.  For example, it fascinates me that the speed of light coming from 

any star, anywhere in the universe is the same 186,000 miles per second.  It astounds me 

that the laws of gravitation and laws of motion work everywhere to describe the motion 
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of moons around planets and planets around stars.  Our own planet Earth obeys these 

laws to circle our own star, the Sun, every 365 ¼ days at the exact right distance so it’s 

not too hot or too cold.  And it orbits in such a way that seasons come and go throughout 

the planet so food and other necessary things are available to sustain life.  When you look 

at the depth and breadth of this order … from the smallest atom to a solar system to a 

galaxy to the universe it’s really hard to imagine it’s all came about through a random 

series of accidents.   

As an engineer, I appreciate the order of things and what it allows us to do.  My 

understanding of science through study and analysis helps me trust God’s Word … 

(Genesis 1:1-4) “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 

was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 

was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the 

darkness.”   

God created order from nothing … man introduced disorder … yet our God of order 

is also a God of steadfast mercy and grace who remains involved in His Creation 

preserving it from the chaos.  In His Word we hope as He assures us, (Psalm 46:1) “God 

is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble …”  He is (Psalm 145:9) “Good 

to all, and His mercy is over all that He has made.”    

Throughout His story, the Creator has desired to restore His creation to His original 

intentions.  He has continued to work through His people to give them hope in His 

redemption of them.  He has held together the order in His creation as He patiently waits 

for the promised day when He will return to judge and redeem.  Along the way to that 



Kent - 4 

 

day He’s provided many signs alerting us to His promise … keeping us hopeful ... 

helping us to see the path toward His promised return.  And God’s people remained 

hopeful that one day their Savior would arrive. 

These signs aren’t mileposts that told God’s people how far away they were from His 

promise.  Rather they were markers, indicating they were on the right route … going in 

the right direction … like the signs on Route 4 and the Beltway … Baltimore or 

Richmond … which way do you turn.  If you want to go south, follow the signs to 

Richmond … north … to Baltimore. 

 On a dark night in Bethlehem, the city of David, a bright star obeyed its creator.  It 

shown brightly in the night sky standing still as a sign for all who raised their heads to see 

it announce Jesus’ first coming.  Shepherds in the fields raised their heads to the skies 

and saw the signs.  Wisemen from the east raised their heads to the skies and saw the 

signs.  The signs led them to a manger and baby boy born to a poor young woman and 

her carpenter husband some 90 miles from their hometown of Nazareth.  This baby, the 

Son of God called Jesus, was a sign along the way to our eternal destination, the 

Kingdom of God. 

It's right to celebrate the birth of our Savior, but His birth was just a prelude to His 

real purpose and another sign of God’s mercy and grace toward His creation.  This baby 

was born to be the perfect sacrificial death on a Roman cross for the sins of all mankind 

in order to restore perfect order to all of His Father’s creation.  Thirty-three years after 

the sign of His birth, creation came unglued when He died.  (Luke 23:45) “The sun’s 

light failed” as the Creator caused the light He created to stop for three hours.  He caused 

the solid earth to shake and quake.  He caused dead bodies to rise from newly opened 
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tombs and walk the streets.  He caused the curtain in the temple, separating man from 

God, to be torn in two.  The centurion saw these signs along the way to our eternal 

destination and exclaimed, (Matthew 27:54) “Truly this was the Son of God!”   

Three days later, the disciples, quivering in fear hidden in a darkened room, received 

another sign.  As they huddled behind locked doors, mourning the death of their leader, 

Jesus appeared to them.  They raised their heads to see the holes in His hands and the 

wound in His side.  They knew instantly Jesus, their Lord, had defeated the power of sin 

and death.  They saw and knew, “Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 

again!” 

By His resurrection Jesus proved His identity as the Son of God.  In defeating death, 

He has confirmed His promises to each of us that our sins are forgiven and eternal life is 

ours.  As we wait in hope for “His Third … and final … Coming,” we enjoy His presence 

among us today as we worship Him with our lives.  We continue to hear Him speak to us 

in His Word.  We continue to be nourished by Him in His body and blood through the 

Lord’s Supper.  We continue to be a sign of His presence in the midst of the signs He 

tells us we will see along the road to our final destination.  Jesus tells us, (Luke 21:25-26) 

“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations 

in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear 

and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will 

be shaken.”  These things are not mileposts, telling us how far we have to go.  However,  

like the leaves sprouting on the trees are sure signs that summer is on the way, these 

things are sure signs that we are on our way to “His Third Coming.”   
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Jesus knows things will be hard for us along the way … He tells us so.  We shouldn’t 

be surprised.  He warns us clearly of things that could take us off His path … alerting us 

to traps that will ensnare us … carousing, drunkenness, anxiety, and consumption of 

worldly goods that distract us from His signs.  If our necks are bowed down … our heads 

lowered … we become vulnerable to Satan’s hidden snares poised to snatch us up in an 

instant.   

To avoid this, Jesus exhorts us to prayer!  Call out to Him!  Trust Him to hear and 

answer your prayers and He will give you the strength to endure and ultimately escape all 

these things.  He will give you the strength to stand up straight … to raise your head up 

… and to stand before Him as He welcomes you into His eternal kingdom!  

Heeding Jesus call, I pray now, as St. Paul once prayed, for all of us, (1 Thessalonians 

3:11-13) “Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way … 

 and may the Lord make (us) increase and abound in love for one another and for all … 

so that He may establish (our) hearts (as) blameless in holiness before (Him), at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.”  Amen. 

James Kent 


