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Hebrews 10:11-25 

Pentecost 26B (Proper 28B) 

November 18, 2018 

“Welcome Into My Presence” 

Grace be with all of you. (Hebrews 13:25) 

 “Welcome!”  We’re entering into the holiday season … Thanksgiving and Christmas.  And 

for some of us, that means traveling to visit friends and relatives.  It might also mean friends and 

relatives traveling to see us.  Regardless of whether we’re coming or going, the “welcome mat” 

is laid out saying, “Welcome!” 

When I was in the Air Force, in my prior life, I did a lot of traveling.  Often over 100 days 

per year.  After a long day in the rat race … on the road, in airports, trying to find my way in 

unfamiliar places … I longed for a place to rest.  I’d get to the hotel, dig through my bags 

searching for my credentials.  Then, once I pulled out my ID, my frequent member card, and my 

credit card, the front desk clerk would usually say, “Welcome to Las Cruces (or Sunnyvale or 

Omaha or wherever) Mr. Kent!”   Verifying my identity, demonstrating my loyalty, and proving 

my ability to pay finally secures a hearty, “Welcome … have a cookie!” 

One of my favorite welcomes comes from God Himself!  He welcomes us into His presence 

as we worship on Sundays.  He welcomes us into His presence as we live our lives with Him 

throughout the week in our prayers, study and devotions, and our loving service to our neighbors. 

God has longed to welcome His people into His presence … that’s why He created us in the 

first place.  Adam and Eve … He created them and said, “Welcome into my presence.”  But, 

when they chose to disobey their Creator, darkness fell over creation.  Sin and goodness, 

darkness and light … they cannot exist together.  So, God evicted Adam and Eve from His 

presence.  Yet ever since, He has longed for His people to come back into His presence. 
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Though His people turned away from Him … He never turned away from them.  He 

continued to call to them to return to Him.  He called to Abraham … through Abraham He built a 

great nation more numerous than the stars in the heavens.  These people, at His command, built 

the tabernacle, a place where He could dwell with them.  But a curtain separated God from His 

people as He dwelt in the Holy of Holies. Their sin kept them from His actual presence.   

God commanded His priests to make offerings for the people.  Each day, they offered birds, 

goats, bulls, and lambs on the altar.  He also commanded the High Priest to make a sin offering 

for himself and another for the people on the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur.  So, once a year, 

the High Priest, properly cleansed from head-to-toe in water, was allowed to enter into the Holy 

of Holies and the hidden presence of God to offer the sacrifice of a perfect bull for himself and a 

spotless goat for the people.  But these repeated offerings, (Hebrews 10:11) “(could) never take 

away sins.”  Still, the sin remained.   

In the world today, people continue to make offerings of various types, whether they know it 

or not to some god, the thing they trust more than anything else in their lives.  Jesus spoke of 

difficult times … conflict and war and rumors of war, earthquakes and famines, fires and floods, 

persecution for beliefs, conflict between family members and friends.  These and other things 

bring about stress, anxiety, and helplessness … causing people to make desperate offerings to 

their gods in an attempt to receive some relief.   

The offerings can take various forms as we try to distract, lift up, or improve ourselves 

through … actions and deeds of charity … dedication to new knowledge or improved physical 

fitness … devotion to children and spouses needs … or even the use of substances.  And the 

reasons for these repeated offerings?  The answers vary. 
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Some make offerings to make themselves feel better.  They don’t think they’ve offended 

anyone, to include, if they believe in Him, their Creator in heaven in any way.  They likely also 

don’t even recognize the sin in their lives which is leading to their anxiety and frustration.  They 

just know they feel crummy and want to feel better.   

Some recognize their sin, but can’t see how God could possibly just forgive them.  They 

might answer, “I’ve got to show God I’m worthy of His forgiveness … I’ve got to do something 

to receive His mercy.”  To receive God’s forgiveness, they must prove their loyalty to God and 

provide some sort of payment in exchange for God’s mercy.    

In these ways, whether ignorant of sin … or believing they must earn God’s favor … people 

ignore God’s welcome.  They’re like the priests of old who (Hebrews 10:11) “stand daily at His 

service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.”   

Whether it’s the repeated sacrifices of the Old Testament or the new age beliefs in self-

justification … these things can, at best, only make us feel better.  They don’t solve the problem 

of sin in our lives.  It’s a little like having a raging viral infection, suffering from pain and fever, 

and taking Tylenol.  The Tylenol makes us feel better by addressing the symptoms … for a while 

… but the virus is still there.  We can’t make it go away on our own. 

God our Father knows what we really need to heal us from the effects of our sin.  He desires 

to welcome us into His healing presence.  He knows there’s nothing we could ever do on our 

own to remove the stain of sin keeping us from dwelling in that presence.  He wants us to check 

in with Him to receive His welcome.  Therefore, He took matters into His own hands.  He sent 

His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world.   

This man, Jesus Christ, was also fully God.  He fulfilled the foreshadowed sacrifices of old 

… perfect bulls, flawless goats, and unblemished lambs.  These repeated animal sacrifices were 
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temporary measures. They provided momentary relief from sin’s pain and suffering.  But they 

couldn’t remove sin and its effects … eternal separation from the welcoming presence of God.   

God our Father is a just God.  He will not let sin go unpunished.  He will not let His creation 

of the hook.  A price must be paid … death.  It was a man, not an animal, who brought sin into 

the world.  Therefore, ultimately, it required a perfect man to pay the price of justice.  Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, born of a woman like you and me … He is that man. 

God’s Word tells us, (Hebrews 10:12) “Christ offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins.”  

Perfect and sinless, He climbed to the top of a hill burdened with our disobedience, 

misunderstandings, evil deeds, false hopes, and all the other ways we disobey our Creator.  

Within sight of the temple and its Holy of Holies He was nailed to a rugged Roman cross.   

Jesus suffered the ultimate humiliating public spectacle of death as He hung naked for all to 

see.  As He called out in a loud voice, (Luke 23:46) “Father, into Your hands I commit My 

spirit,” the curtain on the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  Jesus removed any barrier 

between God and us!  Hebrews proclaims the good news that (Hebrews 10:19-20) “we have 

confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that He 

opened for us through the curtain, that is, through His flesh.”  Through that curtain, we can 

begin to see God face-to-face … beckoning to us, “Welcome into my presence.” 

By Jesus’ one-time flesh and blood sacrifice, God our Father has made a new covenant with 

us.  He promises us, (Hebrews 10:17-18) “‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no 

more.’ Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.”  Only Jesus 

can kill, for all time, the effects of sin which causes so much pain and suffering in the world … 

Sin, which keeps us from dwelling in the presence of God our Father.  Only Jesus … there is 

nothing required on our part. 
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Cleansed, inside and out, in the waters of baptism God says to us, “Welcome into my 

presence!” as He opens wide His arms.  Here, He calls each of us His children.  Hearing God’s 

welcome, we are boldly confident in Him, so (Hebrews 10:22) “Let us draw near with a true 

heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 

bodies washed with pure water.”  God, our merciful Father, filled with grace says to us, 

“Welcome into my presence!”    

And we truly are in His presence here in worship each week as we “joyfully proclaim God’s 

Word.”   God calls us to come together in His presence as many to worship Him.   

As we enter into His presence, we confess our sins … and (0800) (DS I-151, 1 John 1:9) 

“God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   

(1045) (Bulletin-2) “Because of the great sacrifice of His Son, Jesus, on the cross of Calvary, 

God promises full and free forgiveness.” … He forgives us. 

Cleansed of sin, in faith, we call to our Father in prayer, (LSC Lord’s Prayer Explanation) 

“Believing He is our true Father and that we are His true children so that with all boldness and 

confidence we may ask Him as dear children as their dear father” … He answers us.   

We (Hebrews 10:23) “hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,” in our trust in 

the one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as we profess our faith in the words of the Creed.   

In faith we hear His Word proclaimed in truth and love and we gather together to participate 

in His Supper (LSC Sacrament of the Altar Explanation) “The true body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ under the bread and wine” … He nourishes us.    

He saves us and nourishes us in faith so we can “enthusiastically share Christ’s love!” by 

worshipping Him with our lives.  He calls us into the world to do (Hebrews 10:24-25) “love and 

good works … encouraging one another” as we eagerly await that day when Christ will return.  
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We come together as many, “Welcomed into God’s presence,” to encourage each other too.  To 

help each through the trials and tribulations Jesus warns us we’ll all face.  We use the many and 

varied gifts God has blessed us with … time, talent, and treasure … to bless and be blessed by 

our brothers and sisters in Christ.   

There’ve been people in my life … like Monte and Dale from my home congregation, two of 

the many who comforted and strengthened me and my family as we encountered the uncertainty 

of military life after 9-11 … and later helping and encouraging me as I navigated by calling from 

God to become a pastor. 

People here at First Lutheran like John, Kay, Al, Jim and Ardith, and so many others who 

help and encourage so many in this congregation navigate their daily trials and tribulations.  

People like Dick and Mary, Tammie, Wendy, Beth, and many other saints behind the scenes who 

provide encouragement to those in our community facing trials through their work with the 

Thanksgiving Basket collections, Angel Tree, the Compassion Trailer, and other ministries.   

God our Father welcomes us into His presence as we worship Him here and with our lives. 

Then, on that Day, when our King returns, He will bring us up into our Father’s presence.  

There we’ll be joined together with all those who’ve gone before us … friends and relatives from 

across the ages.  And our Father will joyfully sweep us up into His embrace and call out to all of 

us, “Welcome!  Welcome into the New Creation!  Welcome into My eternal presence!” 

May the God of peace equip us with everything good that we may do His will through Jesus 

our Lord.  Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-22)  

James Kent  


