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Romans 3:19-28 

Reformation Day (Observed) – Sunday  

October 28, 2018 

“Great Expectations” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:7) 

We receive innumerable gifts from God our Father.  Of course, all we have in this world that 

sustains us in life – food and drink, shelter and clothing, and our knowledge, skills and abilities – 

all these are gifts from God.  He also gives us the gifts of His Word and sacraments – Baptism … 

which Noah Garrett received last week … and Holy Communion, which 5 of our young people, 

Andrew Cummings, Kaitlyn Evans, Logan Garrett, Emma Kirkpatrick, and Vince Will receive 

for the first time today. But more important than the package, the sacrament, is what’s inside it as 

we receive and open the gifts God has given us.  For example, Martin Luther, in his catechism 

reminds that in Holy Communion we receive, according to God’s Word and promise, in the 

bread and wine, the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ as well as (Small Catechism, 

Explanation of Holy Communion’s Benefits) “forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation because, 

where there is forgiveness of sin, there is also life and salvation.” This is the Gospel … the good 

news found in God’s Word to us.  But, I’d like to add at least one more gift to the list.  Today 

Paul tells about another gift we receive from God … His law.   

There are a lot of different kinds of bosses in the world.  But two of the most common in my 

career were these – the one where you had no idea what was expected of you.  And … the one 

where you knew exactly what was expected of you.   

One kind of boss greets you at work and gives you lots of fluffy, inexact expectations.  As 

you go about your work, sometimes you hit the target … sometimes you didn’t.  I had a boss like 

this once.  He was a super nice guy, but you just never knew what he wanted.  This meant I often 
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had to do the same project over about 3 or 4 times … or more before I got it right. And even 

then, I wasn’t sure.  I couldn’t stand working at that job. 

Another kind of boss greets you at work and gives you a pretty detailed set of expectations.  

As you go about your work, you can measure your success by how well you measure up to the 

boss’s guidance to you.  Sometimes you hit the mark … sometimes you don’t.  But it’s always 

clear why.  I’ve been fortunate enough to have a lot of bosses like this in the course of my life.   

One in particular was a pretty tough taskmaster.  He had the highest expectations in everything.  

But I really liked working for him because there was no doubt about his expectations.  

Paul lays out for us where God’s expectations come from … the law.  He tells us, (Romans 

3:20) “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the 

law comes knowledge of sin.”  How can this possibly be a gift?! 

The law, the knowledge of sin, is a gift from God.  It may not look like one … some might be 

saying it looks more like the proverbial lump of coal in the Christmas stocking.  But, without the 

law, given to us by God … we’d have no idea what God’s expectations for us were.  We’d have 

no idea that we were even sinners.  We’d have no idea that we need a Savior.  

We often think of God’s law, His expectations for us, as the ten-item list … the Ten 

Commandments.  God’s commandments … we know them well.  Have no other Gods.  Don’t 

misuse the name of the Lord God.  Keep the Sabbath.  Honor father and mother.  Don’t kill, 

commit adultery, steal, lie, or covet other’s things.  On the face of it, many in the world say 

they’re okay here.  They think, “I’m a good person.  I don’t do any of these terrible things.  I try 

to respect others.  And God … well … if there is such a thing, I don’t do anything to offend him.  

So … I’m a good person … I’m okay.”  The problem, God is kind of like that boss I had the 
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privilege of working for … His guidance is pretty clear.  He tells us what His expectations are.  

And His expectations are pretty specific.   

Though His expectations are nicely summarized in this famous ten point list, there’s a lot 

more to His expectations for us than this list of ten “thou shalts” and “thou shalt nots.”   

Martin Luther explains, based on God’s Word, the details behind each command though.  

And the Lord God is very specific in His direction to us.  For example, when we think of 

stealing, we think of taking something that isn’t ours.  But, there is more to it than that.  God’s 

Word says, (Ephesians 4:28) “Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest 

work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need,” and 

(Philippians 2:4) “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others.”  Luther explains saying, (LSC, 7th Commandment, 224-225, 227) “Stealing is not just 

robbing someone’s safe or pocketbook, but also taking advantage of someone in the market … 

laziness (in the workplace) … openly cheating … by deception and sharp practices.”   In short, 

he explains (SC, 7th Commandment) “We should fear and love God so that we do not take our 

neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and 

protect his possessions and income.” Luther offers similar explanations of all God’s 

commandments to us.  Each commandment is not only a “Thou shall not,” but also a “Thou 

shall” … and vice versa.   

The law is a wonderful gift from God where He lays out His expectations for His people.  It 

shows us the many ways we sin.  It’s like the mirror we hold up to our faces that shows that 

place we forgot to clean or brush.  The law reveals the dirtiness of our souls that’s hard to see 

without God’s help. 
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It’s like the rumble strip or curb that keeps us safely in our lane, preventing us from having a 

fiery crash with another vehicle or going over a cliff.  God’s law warns us when our lives begin 

to careen out of control, keeping us from getting too far lost in the wilderness of sin. 

It’s like the smooth pavement stretched out ahead of us as we journey to new destinations.  

The law is the path God lays out for us to follow as we journey through this life to eternal life.   

So, when we bump up against the law, we see our sin and need for a Savior. 

When we look at the commandments of the law in this way, against the entirety of God’s 

Word, we begin to gain more complete knowledge of the law and how we sin even if we claim to 

love God with all our hearts, minds, and souls … and our neighbors as ourselves.  Paul states it 

quite clearly when he writes, (Romans 3:23) “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.”  Because we’re all sinners, we all fall short of God’s expectations and are unworthy of His 

praise.  Where is our hope in this seemingly hopeless predicament?  If all we can do is sin, how 

can we possibly be saved? 

The Lord God is also very clear on this point.  Paul quickly follows God’s expectations for us 

with His promise to us, (Romans 3:24-25) “(All) are justified by His grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be 

received by faith.”  The Good News for all of us, sinners all, is this … God, out of His love for 

each of us, has done all that is needed to make us right with Him.   

The consequence of sin is death … but, because of God’s love for us He sent His own Son, 

Jesus Christ, to bear the consequence of our sins … to shed His blood for us … to die for us.  In 

dying for us, and then rising from the dead three days later, Jesus proved He is the Son of God.  

He both bore the consequence of sin that a just and righteous God requires … and He removed it 

from our lives.  
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Because of Jesus’ unselfish sacrifice, His suffering and death, God our Father promises to 

forgive us all of our sins.  For the times we put other gods ahead of the one, true God … misuse 

the name of the Lord God … don’t keep the Sabbath … don’t honor the authorities in our lives.  

For the times we murder, commit adultery, steal, lie, or covet other’s things … whether by our 

hands, our lips, or in our hearts and minds.  God our Father forgives all of our sins.   

We receive His forgiveness as a gift whenever we come to Him with sorrowful, repentant 

hearts … He forgives us.  Whenever we hear His Word proclaimed in truth and love … He 

forgives us.  Whenever we receive His body and blood, broken and shed for us on the Cross … 

He forgives us.  And today we celebrate as Andrew, Kaitlyn, Logan, Emma, and Vince will join 

us in celebration of our new life in Christ at the Table of the Lord.   

And thus forgiven all of our sins, we respond to His grace, mercy and love for us, as the Holy 

Spirit, received in our baptisms, begins to energize our hearts.  He transforms our lives to begin 

meeting the Lord God’s expectations for us while we live our lives in faith.  He helps us to love 

God and our neighbors more completely through our acts and deeds of faith that show Christ’s 

love to all we meet.  Do we still fall short of God’s expectations?  Of course!  But, by the power 

of the Holy Spirit, dwelling in our hearts, we believe His promise that, (Romans 10:9) “If you 

confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 

the dead, you will be saved.”  Forgiven and saved from sin and its consequence of death through 

His Son, Jesus Christ … God our Father will praise us by raising us into eternal life with Him. 

May the God of peace be with you all.  Amen.  (Romans 15:33) 

James Kent  


