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Mark 10:2-16, Genesis 2:18-25 

Pentecost 20B (Proper 22B)  

October 7, 2018 

“Stick to One Model” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

God created, not because He was on a power trip to control something; but because He 

desired to share His love.  John describes God as succinctly as anyone, (1 John 4:8) “God is 

love.”  But, love needs an object.  So … God, love personified … created to love as only He can. 

On the sixth day Adam was alone.  He had nobody to help him.  He had nobody to share 

with.  He had nobody like himself to be in relationship with.  God said, (Genesis 2:18) “It is not 

good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”  God sent His creatures to 

Adam to see if any of them might fit.  An impressive looking black and white striped creature … 

Adam says, “Zebra … but nope, not a good fit for me.”  A beautiful feathered creature with an 

extraordinary set of tail feathers … Adam says, “Peacock … but nope, not a good fit for me.”  A 

humorous, playful and chatty creature looking somewhat like Adam … Adam says, 

“Chimpanzee … but nope, not a good fit for me.”  The process went on throughout the day as 

Adam saw and named all the animals, yet none were suitable fits for Adam.   

(Genesis 2:21-22) “The LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was 

sleeping, He took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. Then the LORD 

God made a woman from the rib He had taken out of the man, and He brought her to the man.”  

Adam said, “Perfect!  At last the perfect fit for me! (Genesis 2:23) ‘Bone of my bones and flesh 

of my flesh!’”  A marriage made in heaven!  It’s what God had in mind when He said, (Genesis 

2:24) “Therefore, a man shall … hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 

But Adam and Eve soon chose to disobey the one command God gave them … and sin 

entered the world.  And, among many things, marriage as God intended has never been the same. 
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In our gospel today, the Pharisees come to Jesus and test Him asking, (Mark 10:2) “Is it 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”  I can think of three answers … No, Yes, and Depends. 

Years ago, on the 50th anniversary of Henry Ford’s wedding, he was asked about his formula 

for successful marriage. He said, “I follow the same rule I do in business, ‘Stick to one model.’” 

Jesus’ response to the Pharisees was much the same, “Stick to one model.”  Jesus appealed to 

the manufacturer’s instructions, (Mark 10:6-9) “God made them male and female … the two 

shall become one flesh what therefore God has joined together, let man not separate.” 

Throughout the years, the Christian Church has generally said the same thing: “Stick to one 

model.  What God has joined together, let man not separate.” 

And, for centuries, even society, whether one has stood in the sanctuary, the board room, the 

pool hall, or the market square, has uttered the same, “Stick to one model.”  People in difficult 

marriages were encouraged to tough it out … endure what we might call “marital martyrdom.”  

If the Pharisees were to ask us, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” We might be in 

the “maybe” zone … thinking there are times when it might be OK – all rules have exceptions. 

I speak from some experience.  My parents divorced when I was a teen, after about 20 years 

of marriage.  I witnessed yelling and throwing of objects and crying. But, in reality, I really 

didn’t know much about their relationship.  So, was it right for them to divorce?  I think so.  But 

I see other cases where I wonder why they couldn’t or didn’t stick it out.  I guess it “depends.” 

But it does seem to me that one ought not to be casual about divorce … giving up too soon.  

A friend of mine told me about his personal encounter with three marriage counselors about the 

prevalence of divorce.  He asked them what they were trying to accomplish in their work with 

couples in so-called “troubled marriages.”  Much to his surprise, each of the counselors said their 
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aim was to save individuals and not marriages.  He asked one of them, “Then why do you call 

yourself a marriage counselor, as opposed to a personal therapist?”  They had no answer. 

Quick, easy divorce isn’t new.  It used to be even easier.  According to Jewish law, wives 

were like property.  When a husband was displeased with her, he could simply write a bill of 

divorce, hand it to her, and send her on her way.  Just like that she’d be out of house and home.   

The rabbis debated the “grounds” for divorce.  One school taught the only legitimate reason 

for divorce was adultery.  Another said women could be cast aside for much lesser offenses.  

And, human nature being what it is, the broader interpretation prevailed.  The result was that 

Jewish men could get rid of their wives for just about any reason.  Quick and easy divorce isn’t 

something that just rolled out in our lifetimes.  It was available in Jesus’ day – for men, that is.     

What’s significant about Jesus is who He sides with … the vulnerable – in this case, women.  

In ancient societies, women rarely owned property.  Outside of marriage few women had any 

means of support.  They were at the mercy of husbands and fathers.  So, in criticizing those who 

advocated easy divorce, Jesus confronts husbands – placing Himself on the side of vulnerable 

wives.  If He were speaking in our day, I suspect that Jesus would also have a few words for 

some women, as well.  The emotional and physical toll on spouses, men and women, can be 

horrific to both sides!  And think of the children.  There’s very little evidence that divorce is 

good for kids.  If Jesus were here today, surely, He would speak up on behalf of children too. 

Jesus justifies His hard position on divorce by appealing to the Creation account.  From the 

beginning, He says, it’s been God’s intention that married people stay married.  He’s on the side 

of enduring relationships.  Without people remaining committed to one another “for better, for 

worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, ‘til death parts them,” the world becomes 
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a heartless, unstable, chaotic place where we’re all vulnerable – wives, husbands, and children.  

For our good, Jesus declares the divine baseline is marriage for life … “stick to one model.” 

We all know what happened after God instituted His divine plan for marriage and the rest of 

His creation.  As a result of Adam and Eve’s poor decision-making, we live in a distorted world 

in which people break promises and fail to live up to commitments.  True, some people shouldn’t 

have married in the first place.  And, given what we see, it’s apparent there are situations where 

divorce might seem, from a worldly perspective, to be a reasonable, even desirable, option. 

Some of you know all about it.  You gave your marriage your best effort.  You carried your 

burden.  You exercised patience.  You bore with deep hurts.  You forgave over and over.  You 

did all you could to keep the relationship together.  But there came a moment where you felt, “I 

can’t go on.”  You decided to divorce.  Some of you might be near this place as we speak … 

It’s a sad fact that some marriages are so battered and broken by sinful behavior, and some 

spouses are so worn down by fatigue, that the word “divorce” has a ring of mercy and hope. 

But divorce is never proud of itself.  Jesus makes it clear – to go against the manufacturer’s 

instructions is not something to brag about.  We can’t proudly divorce any more than we can 

proudly embezzle or proudly abuse our children.  Divorce, like any sin-filled situation, is 

something about which one appropriately feels lousy.  And it has been my experience that, in 

spite of our society’s efforts to remove the stigma of divorce, most divorced people still feel 

crummy about it.  I don’t know many people who are glib about a fractured marriage. 

But divorce, like any man-made device, only makes things seem okay.  But does is it?  Is the 

hurt, caused by brokenness, diminished?  Is the pain, from being torn in two, eliminated?  No. 

As much as we feel pain when our relationships break apart, God feels the pain even more.  

He sees people He created in His image … created to live in relationship with Him and each 
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other … rejecting His gifts.  His creatures have given up … choosing divorce from Him through 

their self-centered behavior over relationship with Him.  But … God didn’t give up on us!   

Why?  Because, God is love.  And love needs an object.  We know the depths of His love.  

Jesus tells us plainly, (John 3:16) “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”  

When the time was right, God sent His Son, Jesus into our midst to reconcile us to Himself.  

In love, Jesus selflessly sacrificed His exalted status in heaven to become the Word in the flesh, 

to live among us.  In love, He came to suffer unspeakable torture and eventually death on the 

cross to atone for our sins.  On the third day He rose from the dead to defeat for all eternity the 

effects of sin, death, and the devil.  Through His death and resurrection, all who believe in Jesus 

receive the greatest gift of all … In love, He gives us faith in His Word and promises.   

Neither divorce, nor any other sin-filled act we commit, is the unpardonable sin.  The 

unpardonable sin is the refusal to receive the kingdom of God like a child.  It’s the proud sinner, 

trying to justify himself by his own reason and excuses, who’s beyond the reach of God’s mercy.   

As children of God, filled with the Holy Spirit, we believe in God’s promises.  He justifies 

us.  He forgives us.  He cleanses us of all our sins … greed, hatred, jealousy, envy, sexual 

immorality, and any other sin, including those leading to divorce.  In faith we confess these sins 

knowing that God’s love for us knows no limits.  He forgives fully and completely.  He 

reconciles us to Himself once again.  The humble sinner, the one who comes to Christ in 

childlike sincerity, knowing his hands are dirty and acknowledging that there are no loopholes in 

God’s law, discovers also there are no loopholes in God’s love.  There is room at the foot of the 

Cross of Christ for everyone who confesses his sins and seeks God’s mercy. 
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If you are in what seems like a hopeless situation today … please seek help.  Don’t give up.  

The church, the body of Christ, wants to help you.  Christ’s church is a place where forgiveness 

and reconciliation happen.  You’re not the only ones to have struggles … others have been there 

before you … and are here for you today.  I’m here, Shawn is here, many others are here to help. 

If you know someone in a difficult situation, please reach out to them.  Offer them help and 

support in whatever way you can.  Jesus modeled this behavior for us … 

When Jesus met the woman caught in adultery – and the Samaritan woman who had five 

husbands – He reached out to them.  His question wasn’t just, “Where have you been?,” but also 

“Where are you going?”  Jesus forgave them as He forgives us.  He called them, as He calls us, 

to new life in Him.   

Jesus asks us to reject our past and come with Him into His kingdom.  He asks us to embrace 

new possibilities.  We acknowledge God’s will that the union between a man and a woman ought 

to be permanent.  But we know that beyond the shattering experience of divorce, or any other 

sinful experience, there is always a new future.  A future belonging to all the humble, including 

the humbly divorced or humbly married.  A future where we, as children of God, forgiven 

sinners, shall enter into the warm embrace of Christ, living forever in the presence of our 

Creator’s love. 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

James Kent - My thanks to Pastor Monte Frohm for his inspiration and ideas used in this sermon. 


