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September 30, 2018 

“Whole and Holy” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

There’s an old comedy bit by George Carlin that kind of paints a picture we see in today’s 

gospel.  He compares people by first saying, “You ever notice how anyone driving slower that 

you is an idiot!”  Then continues, “And anyone driving faster than you is a maniac!”  I am 

certain we don’t think of ourselves as idiots.  And none us of likely call ourselves maniacs!  But 

… we probably do tend to get a little judgmental about others when they aren’t doing as we 

desire.  Yet, we don’t always hold ourselves to the same standards we hold others to … 

In our gospel, John opens by complaining … about someone else, not of their little group, 

who’s casting out demons in Jesus’ name.  Imagine that!  “Jesus!  There’s some idiot out there 

who has the nerve to be using Your name to expel demons!”  Jesus might be thinking to Himself, 

“And your point John?  Seems you guys were having some trouble with that very thing not too 

long ago.  You guys can use all the help you can get.”  What Jesus actually says is, (Mark 9:39-

40) “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon 

afterward to speak evil of me.  For the one who is not against us is for us.”  In other words, 

“John … lighten up.  Go easy there.  It’s okay … my name is being proclaimed and good things 

are happening.” 

It seems that John, and probably the rest of the disciples, suffer from a problem dating back 

centuries.  When God called 70 elders to help Moses, two of them stayed back in camp.  Yet God 

worked through them too.  But Joshua, like John in the gospel, complained, “Make them stop!”  

But, Moses replied, (Numbers 11:29) “(It’s okay Joshua …) would that all the Lord’s people 

were prophets, that the Lord would put His Spirit on them!”  We forget that when we point a 
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finger at others and their faults, there are three of them pointing right back at us.  We’re good at 

pointing out other’s sins, while ignoring or minimizing our own sins saying, “Look at those 

guys!  What a bunch of idiots … they’re all maniacs!” 

Jesus understands we have this problem.  So, He follows up this teaching that “Anyone not 

against us is for us” with some rather extreme examples.  He tells us to amputate whatever body 

part is causing us to sin.  Because it’s better to enter into eternal life less a couple of body parts, 

than to be condemned to eternal death in the fires of hell while fully intact.   

There is a tendency for many of us to hear Jesus’ teaching here as exaggeration and say to 

ourselves, “That’s pretty extreme … I’m not that bad.  I don’t need to ‘cut anything off.’”  In 

doing so, we don’t take seriously the importance of Jesus’ warnings … the seriousness of His 

words … the gravity of our situation.   

But Jesus is dead serious.  That’s why, even though He isn’t telling us to literally maim 

ourselves, He uses the extreme example of self-mutilation to make His point.  Sin is deadly 

serious with deadly serious and eternal consequences if left untreated.  He’s telling us, in no 

uncertain terms … quit worrying so much about others … leave the judging to God.  We need to 

pay attention to our own sinful nature and what is causing sin in our lives.  The things causing 

sin in our lives … cut them out … sever them … gouge them out from our lives. 

To understand Jesus’ intent here, we need to go back a few weeks to when the Pharisees 

complained that Jesus and His followers were unclean sinners because they ate with dirty hands.  

Jesus rebuked them sharply saying, (Mark 7:18-23) “Do you not see that whatever goes into a 

person from outside cannot defile him, since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is 

expelled? … What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from within, out of the heart of 

man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, 
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deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness.  All these evil things come from within, and 

they defile a person.”   

Rather than being so focused on others … hard on them … be harder on ourselves first!  

Jesus in essence warns us, “Take a good look at yourself!  What is it that’s causing you to sin?”  

Because that which is causing us to sin … Jesus says is also causing us, (Mark 9:45, 47, 48) “to 

be thrown into hell … where … the fire is not quenched.”   

A sad example … this week I read a newspaper story about a woman, I’ll call her Frieda, 

who started buying a state lottery tickets on her way to work.  But, instead of buying a couple, 

she became addicted to the rush.  An addiction fueled by occasional wins.  She once cashed in on 

a $25,000 prize.  These small wins encouraged her to keep playing and to buy even more tickets.  

Soon, she was b 

uying hundreds of tickets a day.  It wasn't long before she had blown thousands of dollars.  In 

order to cover her losses and further fuel her addiction to gambling, Frieda began to embezzle 

from her employer.  Daily, she’d steal a couple thousand dollars by writing herself a check, $2.3 

million over the years, hoping to cover her theft with winnings that never materialized.  In the 

five years, from the time when she had purchased her first ticket, she found herself in prison.  In 

the meantime, she caused her family to lose their house and had destroyed her relationships with 

her husband and children.  Had Frieda “cut off the hand of greed” fueling her desire for worldly 

wealth, she could’ve avoided all this pain for herself and her husband and three children. 

So … what is it that needs to be “cut off” from our lives?  What is it that needs to “gouged 

out” of our lives?  It’s those things that fill our hearts with evil and wickedness … driving our 

hearts to cause our bodies to sin.  Maybe it’s habitual exposure to certain movies, magazines, or 

music exalting immoral behavior.  Possibly it’s consuming too much of certain intoxicating 



Kent- 4 
 
 

substances.  Perhaps it’s an obsession with gathering and holding onto earthly wealth … fearful 

that God’s faithful provision will no longer be sufficient.  Could it be, like the disciples … who 

argued among themselves who was the greatest and later complained about outsiders stealing 

their fame … a primary focus on personal success, reputation, and glory?   

The things we do … the places we go … the affairs we expose ourselves to … these may 

seem to bring earthly pleasure for a moment.  But, these things also begin to fill our hearts.  

Hearts filled with worldly desires, instead of being guided by God’s desires, get cut off; keeping 

us from loving God and our neighbor.  We begin to water down or compromise the truth of 

God’s Word to justify our sinful behavior… leading us and others to become indifferent about 

sin as we lose our primary focus on God and His will for us … or worse, cause us to ignore Him 

and pursue our own will which is contrary to His.  Jesus tells us these things all lead us and 

others into the fires of hell.  Unless … we amputate!  Sever them from our lives immediately, 

before irreparable harm … eternal harm … is done.  It’s better to go through this life with a pure 

heart, even in a worldly less-than-happy-state, than to go through this life, fully self-satisfied and 

then be plunged into the fires of hell due to unrepentant, unconfessed sin.  But, this kind of self-

examination and judgment is a lot more difficult than declaring the world to be filled with idiots 

and maniacs …  

Jesus knows how difficult it is for us to sever self-pleasure from our lives.  As the Son of 

God, He gave up His rightful place in heavenly glory when He descended from heaven to dwell 

in the sin of the world.  But, He did this for one reason … His selfless love for His creation … all 

of it … including you and me gathered here today.  He fused our sin onto His sinless body … 

removing it from each of us … so that He could forever eliminate from His creation sins’ 

gruesome effects.  By His death, Jesus took all sin, across all time, and eternal death joined to it 
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into the grave with Him.  When He rose from the dead three days later, He defeated the power of 

sin and death to remain attached to us.   

By the power of the Holy Spirit, we who have been led to the water of baptism, are united 

with Christ.  This same Christ promises, (Mark 16:16) “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”   

Salted and seasoned with God’s Word, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we believe God’s 

promises of forgiveness of sin and eternal life with Him.  The same Holy Spirit, dwelling in 

our hearts since baptism, pokes at us … troubles us … convicts our hearts to feel when we’re 

slipping into darkness.  He gives us the courage to confess our sins knowing God will forgive 

us and to forgive those who’ve sinned against us.  James writes, (James 5:15-15) “And the 

prayer of faith will save the one who is sick … And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.  

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.”  

He gives us the strength to cut off those things that continually cause us to sin … filling our 

hearts with His Word which makes us holy.  As the Holy Spirit makes us more holy, our hearts 

begin to direct our eyes to see what God desires.  Our hearts guide our feet to go where God 

desires us to be.  Then our hearts cause our hands to do God’s will in His creation … being salt 

to season His creation with His love.   

We see this today as we fill Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes with Christ’s love for 

children around the world … as we help victims of Hurricane Florence rebuild their lives 

through our donations and prayers … and as we help those in some small way who are down on 

their luck through the First Lutheran Church Alms box located in the lobby area.   These are 

some of the many ways our prayers and deeds, done in faith as God’s children, help to bring 

others in this world to faith, rescuing them from the eternal fires of hell.   
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St. Paul writes, (Philippians 3:20-21) “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await 

a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body.”  

So, secure in this promise, one day, though we may have lost a part of us here and there in this 

life, we will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven in one piece, whole and holy, as God our Father 

intended.  We will receive our reward … eternal life.  There we will finally be at peace with God 

and one another. 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

James Kent  


