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Ephesians 3:14-21 

Pentecost 10B (Proper 12B) 

July 29, 2018 

“Fueling the Imagination” 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Paul encourages us with these words, (Ephesians 3:20-21) “Now to Him who is able to do far 

more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to Him 

be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

Jonathan Liu is a stay-at-home dad who contributes to an on-line column covering parenting, 

technology, and culture called “Geek Dad.” It strives to help parents with a “geeky nature” raise 

their kids in the same way.  He once wrote on the best toys of all time … the top five didn’t 

include any action figures, computer games, or sports equipment.  His top five … a stick, a box, 

a string, a cardboard tube, and dirt.  In his eyes, these toys are “readily available to all kids … 

appropriate for all ages … fit every budget … and, most importantly … power the imagination!”   

I think he has a point … rather than feeding children ideas to play with, powering a child’s 

imagination with simple toys enables them to envision and create their own ideas from the 

experiences God provides to them.  They learn to think “outside the box” so to speak which 

enables them to think beyond themselves … stretching the possibilities.  After all, how often 

have you thought of a stick as a something more than a thing that holds leaves or kindling for a 

fire?  When was the last time you thought of a stick as a mast for your sailing ship as you went 

on a grand voyage across the sea?  When I was a kid, a pile of dirt was an invitation to build an 

underground fort, play king of the hill, or simply get dirty … which wasn’t a bad thing.  I’m 

guessing Grayson here, baptized just a few moments ago, will be a kid filled with God’s gift of 

imagination when it comes to toys in His life. 
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God has gifted us all with imagination.  It plays an important role in our lives … especially in 

our life of faith in Christ.  It’s our imagination that enables us to see there’s more to life in Christ 

than we can see and feel in our daily lives.  This imagination gives us hope.  We can picture in 

our mind God doing great things in our lives and the lives of those around us.  We can visualize 

the wonderful images of healing and peace and the like that we see in God’s word.  And we can 

begin to see them as they come to pass now and as they will be someday in the new creation. 

This congregation here, First Lutheran is a wonderful example of imagination!  Some of you 

know this, but I’m betting many don’t … First Lutheran Church got its name because … it was 

the first Lutheran church in Calvert County.  It came about as God instilled His imagination into 

the minds of His faithful saints in 1973.  Al and Sally Plusch moved to Huntingtown in late 1972 

but continued driving 84-miles round trip to Redeemer Lutheran Church in Hyattsville.  In 1973 

the price of gas increased dramatically making long trips cost prohibitive.  The Plusch’s were 

faced with a choice … find a new church in Calvert County or stop going.  As devout Christians, 

they couldn’t imagine not going to church.  So, the Holy Spirit working in them, enabled them to 

imagine this … a Lutheran Church in Calvert County. 

Imagining such a thing and making it happen though were two different things.  But the 

Plusch’s were undeterred.  Their pastor in Hyattsville, Pastor Arthur Juergensen, agreed to come 

to Calvert a couple times a month to lead worship … they just needed a place and people.  In late 

1973 they placed an advertisement in the local papers letting people know they would be hosting 

Lutheran worship services in the living room of their home on Sunday, January 6th, 1974 at 3PM.  

Eleven local residents, including Jim and Ardith Harle, responded to the want ad and joined with 

others from their old congregation in worship that Sunday.  From that small, seemingly 

insignificant gathering, Huntingtown Chapel began regular worship in the Plusch’s living room 
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on the 1st and 3rd Sunday afternoons at 3PM.  But God continued to work abundantly, more than 

the Plusch’s or anyone else could ask or imagine. 

Arrangements were soon made to use All Saints Episcopal Church … the one across the 

street from us now … to hold services in their sanctuary with their organ.  Ardith played the 

organ as she chased away a mouse or two hoping for a quiet Sunday afternoon nap.  And the 

congregation grew.  The Plusch’s and Harle’s, among others, imagined worshipping at a 

Lutheran church in Calvert and, over time, God provided even more than they could imagine.   

However, real life experiences can dim imagination … they can cause hope to fade.  There 

was an agreement between the Missouri Synod Lutherans and other Lutheran synods at the time 

to not “infringe” on each other’s mission areas.  According to agreement, Calvert County was in 

the purview of another synod.  Huntingtown Chapel would need to stop if something wasn’t 

done.  What was God thinking?  What was He imagining here? 

Our experiences can begin to limit our hope.  We’ve seen a “Hatfields and McCoys-like” 

conflict going on for so long, we can’t imagine it being any different.  We’ve seen a continuation 

of destructive habits in the lives of others going of forever, how can it possibly change for the 

better?  We’ve seen long-held attitudes of selfishness and prejudice shape entire lives, we can’t 

envisage anything softening these stubborn positions.   

Even among God’s people, experiences crush imagination and hope.  We’ve seen people 

repeatedly deny God’s existence and His grace and mercy in their lives, we come to believe 

there’s no way they’ll ever believe.  We see the church under attack in the news and society 

around us … people are leaving, rolls are shrinking, the truth is being compromised … it’s hard 

imagine a reversal any time soon.  We seem to be doing our part for God’s kingdom on earth … 

or trying anyway, yet we’re stuck in neutral or maybe even reverse.  And so … why waste the 
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energy to change these situations?  Why hope in these situations?  Our imaginations can be 

stifled by the reality we find ourselves in.   

The Ephesians were in a situation somewhat like ours.  Their leader Paul was in prison for 

proclaiming the truth of the gospel in a hostile world.  The church was under attack from false 

teachers preaching all manner of lies.  Attacks from priests and artisans devoted to the god 

Artemis Ephesia who were losing significant money and prestige in the sale of idols and services 

as Paul led many away from pagan idolatry into Christ.  Attacks from synagogue leaders who 

were losing members to the new church of Jesus in town.  There was conflict within the church 

between Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians who held different views regarding observing 

long-time Jewish practices such as circumcision and dietary laws and new Christian practices 

such as baptism.  And finally, there were significant heresies taking root in the young church as 

some claimed special knowledge was needed, in addition to faith in Christ, in order to be saved. 

Our short reading today is a prayer Paul prays to ask our Father to help the Ephesians find 

strength in their faith through Christ who dwells within them.  It’s a prayer for all Christians, 

across all time, that helps us today deal with this kind of situation in our lives.  When we find 

ourselves unable to imagine things getting better, Paul reminds us our Father is with us … even 

when we can’t imagine it.  And He has an infinite imagination to envision so many ways out of 

the ruts we find ourselves inside of.  Think about His imagination for a second …  

The world you created has fallen into such sin that those you created and handpicked as your 

messengers have rejected you.  They have turned to other gods and goddesses imagined in their 

own feeble minds.  What could you possibly do to bring them back to you?  I’m positive none of 

us would’ve been able to conceive of a solution like our Father in heaven did.   
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He sent His Son into the world, born of a woman … fully God and fully man all at once.   He 

allowed His Son to live just like those weak people in all ways – He rejected the power and 

comfort and glory that rightly belonged to Him.  Yet, He lived unlike us – without sin.  Why?  

So, He could die as the perfect sacrifice in order to pay the price for the uninspired sinfulness of 

all mankind.  But God’s imagination didn’t stop there … because if it stopped at Jesus’ death … 

so what?!   Many men die.  What would that prove?  So, God’s imaginative plan continued as 

His perfect Son, Jesus Christ also rose from the dead.  In defeating the power of death, He also 

defeated the power of sin.  Through this audacious plan, God enables a fallen and sinful world to 

be forgiven … to receive the gift of eternal life with Him as He intended from the start … before 

sin entered the world!  Our Father’s imaginative plan, executed to perfection, promises that, 

(Mark 16:16) “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”  We believe!  We are saved! 

Paul falls to his knees in prayer for all of us who believe in Jesus Christ – His life, death, and 

resurrection for the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and the redemption of all of creation.  He 

models a prayer for each us to have when we feel overcome by the world … a prayer to help us 

reinvigorate our imaginations.  So we can live our lives according the power dwelling … living, 

breathing, and moving … within us – the power of the Holy Spirit to be (Ephesians 3:20) “able 

to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think, according to the power at work within us.”   

The Holy Spirit, dwelling inside since our baptisms, helps us to know we are, as Ephesians 

2:10 says, “His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.”  And He enables us to imagine His abundant 

provision in our lives, made possible by His power at work within us. 

God imagined First Lutheran Church.  He energized the imaginations of others and His will 

was accomplished.  Huntingtown Chapel continued to grow, becoming “First Lutheran Church 
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of Calvert County” in 1975 … 18 months after that first worship service in the Plusch family 

living room took place.  God continued to shower His abundance on His people, beyond what 

they might have been able to ask or even imagine over the years … moving His people through a 

series of worship spaces throughout the county … leading them to purchase 4.9 acres of land at 

the intersection of Routes 2 and 4 … helping them imagine the worship space we sit in today and 

bring that to completion.  A place where people, like Grayson Byrd today, are baptized and 

become children of God.  A place where young people are confirmed in the faith.  A place where 

men and women are joined in marriage.  A place where God’s people gather around His word 

and His Sacrament receive His mercy and have their faith nourished.  A place where we receive 

God’s peace when our loved ones pass away from this life into eternal life.  But God’s work isn’t 

finished in His world … and I don’t believe He’s finished in this place, First Lutheran Church, 

either.  He’s calling us to imagine what He’s still imagining about this place. 

Today, First Lutheran sits at one of the busiest intersections in Calvert County and owns a 

good chunk of undeveloped land next door.  What is God imagining that we do with this prime 

location and the resources He’s blessed us with?  We’ll soon be starting a campaign to discover 

God’s leading for us … how He’s forming our imaginations.  In preparation, I urge you to pray 

about this as Paul prayed.  Trusting that our Father in heaven will provide all we need to fulfill 

His vision of “joyfully proclaiming God’s word and enthusiastically sharing Christ’s love” with 

those He will continue to put in our lives – coworkers, classmates, neighbors, and passersby.  

Imagine the possibilities!  God will enable His people to do that and more! 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

James Kent  


