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Mark 6:1-13 & 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

Pentecost 7B (Proper 9B)  

July 8, 2018 

“Super Power of Faith” 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

I’m sure we’ve all had a day like Jesus was having in our gospel.  We get home from work.  

We’ve done everything we’re supposed to, said all the right things to those we’re with.  And yet, 

(Mark 6:3b-5a) “… they took offense at Him. And Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not without 

honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.’ And He could 

do no mighty work there …”  Even Jesus had His days … so, just like He knows what it’s like 

for us to be tired, hungry, in pain … rested, filled with a good meal, and comfortable … He also 

knows disappointment.  Though Jesus Christ, the Son of God, spoke with authority, many — 

even in His hometown … friendly territory one might think — refused to hear. 

Looking at the people in our readings today … what do Ezekiel, Jesus’ disciples, Paul, and 

you and I have in common? … We’re all weak, sinful, human beings … all of us.   

Yet God has called all of us into His presence.  He has given all of us the words to speak and 

the power to speak them.  And … He has told all of us to speak His word to the world we’re in.   

Each of us, Ezekiel, the disciples, Paul, and you and I have been empowered by Jesus 

through the Holy Spirit to proclaim God’s word to a rebellious and sinful world! 

Ezekiel was part of the exiled people of Judah … a priest’s kid who was hanging out in 

Babylon.  Just before our short reading today, God suddenly calls to him in an amazing vision of 

flying creatures, juggling fiery torches, and huge spinning wheels.  In the middle of this crazy 

vision sat the “glory of the Lord” on His throne.  So Ezekiel does what any of us would probably 

do … he fell flat on his face.  

Then God said, (Ezekiel 2:1) “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak with you.” 
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God picked this 30-year old man, with no discernable skills on his “prophet of God resumé,” 

out of all the other exiles, to be His personal messenger to a rebellious people who weren’t 

listening to Him anymore.  Even though they’d lost the promised land … and grown comfortable 

in the land of exile … God wanted them back.  Arming Ezekiel with the power of the Holy 

Spirit, He gave words to Ezekiel to speak to bring His people back to Him.  His command to 

Ezekiel was simple, (Ezekiel 2:2-5) “I send you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says 

the Lord GOD.’ And whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house) they 

will know that a prophet has been among them.”  So Ezekiel, armed with just the Holy Spirit, 

went in faith … trusting God and fearlessly speaking His word … but, many refused to hear. 

Then there are Jesus’ disciples.  A short time before our gospel today, Jesus’ disciples, many 

of them experienced men of the sea … loaded down with knowledge, skills, and abilities as well 

as equipment needed to survive in a storm … were, in fact, powerless in the face of heavy wind 

and high seas.  In desperation they turned to Jesus for help … and help He did.  Calming the 

wind and the seas and in the process teaching them the power of faith in Him.  They slowly 

began to learn to trust Jesus and His word.  Their faith grew as they witnessed a simple woman, 

burdened by 12-years of uncontrolled bleeding place her faith in Jesus to heal her.   

The disciples witnessed Jesus’ horrible day at work.  With this experience fresh in their 

minds, Jesus sends them out into the world … with a staff, one pair of sandals, and His word … 

oh … and His authority over unclean spirits.  In faith, without any additional money, food, 

clothing, or any other provision they went with Jesus’ blessing, if you could call it that, (Mark 

6:11) “And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, 

shake the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.”  In faith, armed only with the 
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word of God, they went into the world.  Based on Jesus’ final words to them as they went, it’s 

safe to say many refused to hear. 

I have an old acquaintance from Andrews Air Force Base named David Ingerson. We knew 

each other from our neighborhood Bible Study.  David is a child of God who happened, at the 

time, to be an Air Force officer.  As a child of God, he understood he was also called to share the 

word of God with anyone and everyone he met.  He even voluntarily took remote deployments to 

places like Iraq and Bosnia so he could share the gospel with local Muslims on his days off.   

One of his early assignments was to a flying unit that didn’t do much flying.  But, they did do 

a whole lot of “pulling alerts” … a fancy way of saying, “They sat in secured bunkers for days at 

a time doing a whole lot of nothing until either … the alert siren (klaxon) sounded … or the alert 

was finished and the next crew relieved you.”  David, like a lot of guys, myself included, studied 

while on alert.  While I worked on my Masters Degree … David studied God’s Word.   

He had a crew partner who was an avowed atheist and who I would describe, using Paul’s 

words today, as (2 Corinthians 12:7) “a messenger of Satan to harass.”  And harass David he 

did.  Yet David was persistent in his studies … his public witness to his partner … and his 

prayers that the man’s heart would soften and that he’d come to believe in Jesus, the Son of God.  

Yet, as the months went by, the harassment continued unabated.   

David grew frustrated … even taking it out on God saying to Him in effect, “I’ve done all 

you’ve asked!  I’ve lovingly witnessed!  I’ve prayed!  I’ve put up with his taunts!  But You … 

You haven’t done anything!”  Eventually they both received orders and moved on.  David never 

saw the man again.  David had been faithful to the call we hear in Ezekiel, (Ezekiel 2:5) “… 

whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house) they will know that a 

prophet has been among them.”  Many refuse to hear. 
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What do we have in common with Ezekiel, with Jesus’ disciples, with David, and with Paul?  

As believers in Christ, we’ve been called to proclaim His word in our actions and words to a 

rebellious world.  A world that, frankly, doesn’t seem to care to hear God’s word because they 

don’t always like what it says to them.  That world includes, sadly, many who are closest to us 

… people like those in Jesus’ hometown.  They include close family … friends … coworkers … 

neighbors.  All of whom are living their lives in total rejection of God’s grace and mercy … 

grace and mercy that would save them from the effects of sin … from eternal death.   

Nevertheless, despite the good news we’re called to shout out, doing so is hard in this world.  

The first barrier is ourselves.  “I’m not a trained theologian.”  “I don’t know the right scriptures 

and verses to say.”  “I’m not gifted with the “gift of gab” so I’m not really the right one to try to 

befriend someone like that.”  We might feel weak, unable, ill-equipped to proclaim God’s word 

to the “rebellious nation.”  “But … I’m sure God will send someone to take my place.” 

Maybe we’re able to overcome our weakness … but when we start God’s work, we find the 

going extremely painful and difficult.  People tell us to mind our own business … go back to 

your regular job … you’re not the boss of me.  And this continuous rejection … this refusal of 

others to believe as we do … causes us lose hope and maybe give up.  It’s no fun when so many 

refuse to hear.  “Maybe someone else can take up the call God has given to me …” 

Paul was just like you and me … a sinner whom God called into His presence, gave words to 

speak, and sent into a rebellious world to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.  God armed Paul 

with the Holy Spirit and His word.  Yet Paul ran into significant turmoil throughout his ministry.  

Outside the church, he ran into corrupt businessmen and religious officials whose livelihood 

depended on people’s adherence to pagan practices … a willingness to buy idols, to pay for 

spells to be cast and broken, to give money in support of temples and priests dedicated to the 
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many Roman and Greek gods of the day.  The word God gave him to speak went against the 

entire social, economic, and political hierarchy of the empires of the day. 

Then, within the church he faced opposition from all types of groups … some Jewish 

Christians who didn’t want to do ministry to those godless gentiles God had called Paul to 

minister to … other Jewish Christians who violently opposed God’s message of grace through 

faith in Jesus alone without going through the works required to show you were God’s chosen – 

circumcision, obedience to dietary laws, observance of religious holidays, and the like.  Then 

there were many Gentile Christians who mistook the “freedom of the gospel” to mean they could 

do whatever they wanted … God would forgive them their sins.   

All of these people pointed to Paul’s physical weaknesses and lack of time with Jesus during 

His earthly ministry as evidence that he was not favored by God … that he couldn’t possibly be 

proclaiming God’s word in truth.  These weaknesses, caused by a mysterious (2 Corinthians 

12:7) “thorn given to me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me” ate away at Paul’s will 

… so much so that, (2 Corinthians 12:8) “Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it 

should leave me.”  The Lord did not take away the thorn … the Lord simply told Paul, (2 

Corinthians 12:9) “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  

And so, Paul continues to live and work in accordance with God’s call to him … enduring the 

weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamites for the sake of Christ Jesus.  Like 

Ezekiel and even Jesus before him, many refused to hear what God asked Paul to say. 

If Jesus day in His hometown was bad … His night in Jerusalem a couple years later was 

even worse.  Paul wasn’t the first one to ask God to remove the thorn from his side.  Jesus, on the 

night He was betrayed asked His Father, (Mark 14:36) “Abba, Father, all things are possible for 

you.  Remove this cup from me.  Yet not what I will, but what you will.”  Like Paul, decades later, 
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the Father chose to leave the thorn in place.  His will was that His only Son, Jesus of Nazareth, 

the Christ must bear a crown of thorns which pierced His head … must bear the Cross from 

which He was hung by spikes that pierced His flesh.  There, in unimaginable agony, He suffered 

and died bearing the sins of all mankind.  On the third day, scars from His wounds still visible, 

He rose from the dead to new life … defeating the effects of sin, death and the devil so that all 

mankind who hear His word proclaimed in truth could come to believe.  And thus believing be 

saved by that same word and promise. 

David woke up one Sunday as he did every week and went to church.  When he got home the 

answering machine was blinking.  It was an old friend.  He left a message saying, “David, you’ll 

never guess who I ran into today.  Remember that guy who used to be such a thorn in your side?  

Him.  And you’ll never guess where I ran into him.  In church … today he was baptized.”  Many 

refuse to hear … but, by the power of the Holy Spirit, many do hear … eventually. 

God calls each of us … in our baptism He has armed us with the Holy Spirit … He arms us 

with His word.  He sends us into the world empowered with the authority to proclaim His 

forgiveness of our sins and eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ His Son.  Let us not fear … 

let us not be discouraged … in faith, let us boldly go out into this rebellious world.  Let us 

proclaim His grace and mercy to a lost and dying world in our prayers, in our faith-filled works 

of love, and in His word … trusting the Holy Spirit to cause many to hear and believe. 

May the Peace of God which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

James Kent 


