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Acts 2:1-21 

Pentecost-B 

May 20, 2018 

 

“The Conversation” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Today is Pentecost, the third great festival of the Church year.  But my guess is that few of 

us, except for our confirmands and their families, got out of bed this morning with any special 

enthusiasm.  We get all fired up about Christmas and Easter, but who of us says, “Oh boy!  

Pentecost!”?  However, it seems to me, we’re missing something. 

Christmas marks the birth of our Savior!  It’s astonishing that the God who created the 

universe stooped to become a human being, for the purpose of shouldering the consequences of 

our sin.  Christmas is all about God’s entering into the disaster we have made of this world, in 

order to rescue us – not through some slight of hand, but through his own “innocent suffering 

and death.”  Christmas is downright astonishing, and we quite rightly make a big deal of it. 

Easter isn’t far behind.  Jesus’ resurrection from the dead signals the beginning of the End.  

As St. Paul puts it, Jesus is “the firstborn from the dead,” the sign of our own future.  Jesus’ 

resurrection signifies that he was successful in his quest to break the power of Satan, sin and 

death – no small achievement.  We quite rightly also make a big deal of Easter. 

But Pentecost?  Why, we hardly pay any attention.  Oh, yes, it was the birth of the Church, 

the initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit – the whooshing sound of a strong wind, tongues of fire, 

people suddenly multi-lingual, Peter no longer afraid to speak up.  It was quite a moment, but to 

most minds, it’s hardly in the same class with Christmas and Easter.  Who of us mailed any 

Pentecost cards this week, or exchanged Pentecost gifts, or searched our cookbooks for a new 

Pentecost dinner recipe?  The confirmands and their families are making something of Pentecost 
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this year, but that’s merely because confirmation and Pentecost happen to be on the same day.  

It's likely that next year Pentecost will come and go without much notice. 

But, as I said, it seems to me that we’re missing something.  Pentecost is a big deal.  And, 

perhaps, today’s Second Lesson will help us to gain a better understanding of the reasons behind 

the Church’s placing this day such fast company – with Christmas and Easter. 

Our text, from Acts, chapter 2, has to do with the miraculous conversation between heaven 

and earth – which is what Pentecost is all about.   

Before I go on … think about this for a second.  Can you have a meaningful relationship with 

someone without any conversation?  I would argue … “No.”  Without conversation there is no 

relationship … and this includes a relationship with God.  Now I know that some of us are shy.  

Some of us are private.  Some of us do like to talk.  Fortunately for us, God is an extrovert and 

loves to talk!  

The conversation between God and His people began with the chatterbox who created us 

through His – Word, of course.  And then, according to St. John, this Word was made flesh in the 

person of Jesus of Nazareth, who lived and died and was raised again among us as the 

embodiment of grace and truth.  More Word – more words.  And, before Jesus returned to the 

glory that was rightfully His, He said to His disciples, “I won’t leave you alone.  The Father and 

I will send to you the Holy Spirit, in order to keep the conversation going.”  That’s what 

Pentecost is all about – our talkative God – starting the conversation and keeping it going! 

What was the first thing that happened on that day?  The twelve disciples heard a sound 

“from heaven.”  It wasn’t a voice, in the ordinary sense.  St. Luke writes that to the disciples it 

sounded like “the blowing of a violent wind,” but they recognized it as a “divine wind,” if you 

will.  They knew that God was speaking. 
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And, the next thing you know, God was speaking through them.  They became God’s 

spokesmen – proclaiming that Jesus was the Messiah of Israel and Savior of the world.  The 

crowd on the street scoffed, saying, “They’re drunk!”  The mob couldn’t imagine that God 

Almighty could possibly be speaking in all these languages to and through a bunch of ignorant 

and unlearned Galileans.  But that’s exactly what was going on.  God was speaking and 

continues to speak to us today! 

Now, a lot of people say that they never hear God saying anything, that God is mute.   

Part of the problem is that we have adopted a lifestyle that’s sort of like standing in the 

middle of a busy intersection.  Cars are coming toward us from all directions, horns blaring, 

radios blasting, and tires screeching.  In such an environment, one can barely think, much less 

hear the voice of God.  We have adopted a lifestyle in which we deliberately expose ourselves to 

as much noise as possible.  Someone has persuaded us that to be alive is to take in as many 

phone calls, text messages, tweets, and sound bites as we can.  To us it’s inconceivable that we 

should be caught without our smartphones, iPads, notebooks, or MP3 players.  It is any wonder 

that we can’t hear the voice of God amidst this constant cacophony? 

If a person says, “God has never spoken to me,” I would ask, “When was the last time you 

were in church?” or “What kind of spiritual disciplines do you practice?”  I would guess the 

answers might be “Not recently” and “I don’t know.”  It’s as if he were saying to me, “I picture 

myself as a world class musician, but I haven’t played an instrument in years.  In fact, I don’t 

even own one.  I guess music is just stupid.”  In order to be part of the conversation, you need to 

participate in the conversation.  You can’t just think about participating … 

One sure sign that two people are in love is that they long to be together.  More than that, 

they want to talk to one another – however possible.  Yesterday I married Philip and Kaitlyn 
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down in North Carolina.  As we prepared for the marriage, it was apparent to me their love for 

each other as they spoke with each … exchanging thoughts and ideas for their future together.  

This conversation is important, because speech is the primary way in which we express 

ourselves, share ourselves, give to and receive from one another.   

And that’s the way it is between God and us.  Because He loves us, He loves to talk to us, 

and He loves it when we talk to Him. 

But, when it comes to talking to God, many of us are terrified of how stupid we might sound 

or the silly things we might say.  When I talk to people about prayer, the main reason they give 

me for not praying is that they don’t know what to say.   

Frankly, God doesn’t really care what we say.  He loves it when we simply trust Him enough 

to say anything.  Even a simple, “Dear God … thank You for loving me.  Amen” is music to 

God’s ears.  But, the miracle of Pentecost is not only that God speaks to us, but that He enables 

us to speak to Him.  Some years after Pentecost, St. Paul refers to this miracle, when He writes to 

the Romans (8:26-27) that when we don’t know how to pray the Holy Spirit goes beyond words 

and, knowing what’s in our hearts, “groans” on our behalf, thus enabling us to “talk” to God 

without our actually speaking.    

And as we come to worship, the conversation picks up.  Did you ever notice the conversation 

we have with God on Sunday morning?  We thank Him for the gift of new life as we 

acknowledge our baptisms “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit” and 

ask Him to forgive us.  He responds … forgiving us.  We ask Him to be with us in our worship 

and help us to understand His Word.  He speaks to us in the readings and the sermon.  We send 

up our prayers to Him and give back a portion of all He has blessed us with in our offerings.  He 

tells us that we have received the gift of forgiveness, nourishment of our faith, and eternal life in 
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His body and blood.  Then He blesses us as we go out into the world to do His work by living 

out His word.  Each worship is a conversation between us and our loving Father in heaven. 

And one might say that the miracle of Pentecost is that, through the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit, God sparks all sorts of conversation.  Read through the Book of Acts, and you find that 

“there’s whole lot of talkin’ goin’ on,” to steal a phrase – well, almost – from Jerry Lee Lewis.  

And this conversation between heaven and earth is not merely a past-tense phenomenon.  It’s 

still taking place, today, here, now. 

As Martin Luther put it, the Church is a “mouth house,” a place of incessant conversation 

between heaven and earth.  Such is the miracle of Pentecost. 

Here in this “mouth house” of the Church, the Lord is speaking to you, and part of his 

conversation has to do with the life to which he is calling you.  Part of his Word to you has to do 

with your vocation.  If you aren’t sure what He has in mind for you … ASK!  Go to Him in 

prayer … read His word … and then sit still for a couple minutes … listen for the still, small 

voice.  He will answer you. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit would enable you to hear that voice.  Pray that the Holy Spirit 

would enable you to live the life to which the Lord is calling you. 

Perhaps you remember my first sermon 10 months ago.  I told you about my conversations 

with God – how in 2005 I was immersed in His word through daily devotions and in prayer.  He 

spoke two little words to me while I was flying back to Virginia from California.  He said, 

“Pastoral ministry.”  By the grace of God, I was able to hear Him speak … and to respond.  By 

the grace of God, I have been able to do – at least in some way – what God has called me to do. 

Again, this is not to my credit.  As Martin Luther put it in his explanation of the Third Article 

of the Apostles’ Creed which our confirmands studied just last week: “I believe that I cannot, by 
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my own reason or strength, believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him.  But the Holy 

Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me, and kept me in the one true faith.” 

God speaks to all of us.  I pray the Holy Spirit would enable us to listen and hear Him. 

At the same time, here in the Church we find ourselves talking – to God and to one another. 

And we find ourselves talking to one another.  On Pentecost – those first disciples the Holy 

Spirit went them, enabling them to speak to foreigners in their own languages.  The Holy Spirit 

enabled the twelve disciples to reach across seemingly insurmountable barriers and to make 

contact with total strangers.  This same Holy Spirit is with each of us here today.  God places all 

kinds of people in our midst … family, friends, and perfect strangers.  All are creatures created in 

God’s image.  All also have a god.  The problem, many do not have a relationship with the one 

true God.  They have rejected His call to have a conversation with Him.  But God has not given 

up … He calls upon us to reach out to them.  To reach out to strangers in need.  To reach out to 

family and friends who are in need.  We don’t go alone!  We go with the Holy Spirit in ways 

we’d never go if we were on our own … He gives us the words and deeds to do to show God’s 

love and proclaim His gospel.  Trust Him to guide you on the way.   

Thank God for Pentecost!  God speaks.  We hear.  We speak.  He hears.  I speak.  You hear.  

You speak.  I hear.  Then, with the Holy Spirit urging us on, we bring others into this glorious 

conversation!  What a conversation! 

May the peace of Christ which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and minds as 

you proclaim His gospel to all in need.  Amen. 

James Kent (Credit to Pastor Monte Frohm for “Conversation” theme and portions of text.) 


