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Acts 1:1-11 & Luke 24:44-53 

Ascension Sunday & Mother’s Day 

May 13, 2018 

Title: “I’ll be Back!” 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

I wish all the Moms and Moms-to-be with us today “Happy Mothers’ Day!”  Through each 

and every one of you, we have all been given the gift of life from God our Father.  Thank you! 

Today we celebrate one of the greatest promises of all time.  It’s a promise Jesus makes to 

each us here today.  In the book of Acts, Luke’s detailed sequel to his Gospel, we read (Acts 

1:10-11)  “And while they were gazing into heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them 

in white robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who 

was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’”  

Jesus promises “I’ll be back.”  It’s a promise we hear often from people in the world. 

When I was in college Arnold Schwarzenegger was the Terminator.  In 1984 he said “I’ll be 

back” … and he’s come back five times so far, including a couple years ago in the movie 

Terminator Genisys. 

During World War II, General Douglas MacArthur left the Philippines due to a Japanese 

invasion.  He famously said “I shall return.”  And he did … 2 ½ years later, he waded ashore 

saying “People of the Philippines, I have returned.” 

Camille is a mother of two children and a nurse in the U.S. Air Force.  She and her husband 

felt called by God to become foster parents.  They started the lengthy process and were matched 

to a young girl I’ll call Veronica.  Unfortunately, as soon as they were matched, the Air Force 

told Camille she was being deployed to Afghanistan for nine months.  Camille told Veronica 

“I’ll be back.”  Though Camille’s family stayed in contact with her as best they could, Veronica 

suffered many difficulties with her foster families.  Due to trust issues with adults, Veronica was 



Kent- 2 
 
 

placed in three different homes during Camille’s 9-month deployment as care givers couldn’t 

handle Veronica.  Camille seemed to be no different than other adults Veronica encountered … 

Camille said she wanted to foster Veronica …  then she left. 

Veronica didn’t trust Camille … or any other adult who said they’d come back to care for 

her.  She preferred to live her life as she always did … living without the promise of a return. 

Jesus left also.  He left His disciples … ascending into heaven, out of this world.  But, He left 

with a promise.  Luke writes in Acts (Acts 1:10-11) the angels told His disciples, “… This Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him go into 

heaven.”  Jesus promises “I’ll be back.” 

However, do we always remember Jesus’ promise … or do we at times hear Jesus’ promise 

of return, but forget or even doubt the promise Jesus makes to us?  As His disciples we confess 

each week, in the words of the Creeds that “We believe … He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead.”  But, it can seem that His return is so far off that we forget about it as we live our 

lives … day after day here in our earthly existence.  It may seem far off, but we really don’t 

know, do we?  Jesus says clearly, (Matthew 24:36, 44) “But concerning that day and hour no 

one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only … Therefore you also 

must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”  Do you and I 

honestly live our lives as though Jesus might fulfill His promise to return to judge the living and 

the dead at any moment?  Would it make any difference to you and me if we knew when He was 

coming back?  How might we change our lives if we knew He was going to come back 

tomorrow morning at 7:23 AM EDT?   

But Jesus doesn’t say when He’s coming back … only that He is.  And He calls on each of us 

to live our lives each day as though He’s coming back today.  Because, if we don’t, and He does 
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… it’ll be too late.  It’ll be like those in the day of Noah who selfishly lived for themselves and 

were swept away in the sudden flood.  It’ll be like the house owner who let his house be 

unexpectedly broken into in the middle of the night as he slept.  It’ll be like the wicked servant, 

left to care for his master’s household who is surprised by the master’s sudden return after he’s 

abused his fellow servants and gotten drunk on the master’s wine.  It’ll be like the 10 foolish 

virgins who forgot to buy extra oil for their lamps … they were locked out of the marriage feast.  

If we live our lives like He’s not coming back … or like we’ve got plenty of time to change … 

it’ll be too late.    

Fortunately, Jesus prepared the disciples before us for His promised return.  Before He 

departed, He prepared them for their mission to the world by opening their minds to finally 

understand the scriptures saying, (Luke 24:44-46) “These are my words that I spoke to you while 

I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and 

the Psalms must be fulfilled … Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 

day rise from the dead …” Then He commanded them, while also promising, (Luke 24:47-49) 

“… that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the 

promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 

high.”  Jesus commands His disciples to preach His gospel of salvation to all the nations.  AND 

He promises them they will not go alone … His disciples (Acts 1:8) “… will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”   

The disciples rejoiced and praised God because they knew Jesus was faithful to His promises 

and His Word.  When He said something, having witnessed all He said and did, they knew they 
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could take it to the bank!  He said to the lame “Get up and walk!” … and they did.  He said to the 

wind and seas “Be still!” … and they were.  He said he must suffer and die … and He did.  He 

said He’d rise from the dead ...  and He did.  So, when He ascended and promised to return, they 

trusted in His promise. They heard the angels say, (Acts 1:11) “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 

same way as you saw Him go into heaven.”  Minds fully opened to the scriptures, they 

understood and believed Jesus’ ascension was all part of God’s plan for the salvation of His 

people.   

They understood that when the Son of God descended from heaven to earth and was born of 

His mother, Mary, He started His earthly life.  In this life, Jesus, the Son of God, lived for one 

purpose.  He came to release each of us from the effects of our sinful brokenness by repairing the 

shattered relationship caused by Adam and Eve’s disobedience in the Garden.  Jesus fulfilled His 

purpose as He lived among His people and spoke His Word to them. 

A little over forty days ago we commemorated how the Son of God lifted the sins of the 

entire world, including each and every one of our sins, upon His back.  He carried this load of 

sins to the top of a hill called Calvary.  And there, along with our sins, He was lifted high upon a 

Cross … crucified along with those sins.  He died, high upon that same Cross.  And His dead 

body was carried to a hillside grave, buried there along with our sins. Three days later, on the 

first day of the week, Christ was lifted up yet again.  He was raised to life, leaving the sins of the 

entire world buried in that tomb.  Raised from the dead to life again, Jesus proves to all that He is 

truly the Son of God!  Minds opened to everything written about Him in the Law, the Prophets, 

and the Psalms things finally made sense to the disciples. 
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These witnesses, born of mothers like each of us, didn’t simply stand around waiting for 

Jesus to come back.  They realized God wanted to work through them to bring Jesus’ message of 

release from the effects of sin, to mend the brokenness of the world, and to repair the shattered 

relationship between Him and us to all people, in all nations, to the end of the earth. 

The first disciples boldly proclaimed the gospel by the power of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem.  

Over 2000 years later, the gospel has reached us in Calvert County, 6200 miles from Jerusalem.   

And today, here “at the ends of the earth” we await our ascended Christ’s promised return.  

As we wait, we continue to undertake Christ’s mission to the world proclaiming (Luke 24:46-47) 

“… that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance 

and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations … ” to those in 

desperate need.  Jesus prepared His disciples 2000 years ago … and He prepares us today! 

Camille and her husband pursued Christ’s mission in the life of one desperate girl named 

Veronica.  When Camille returned from Afghanistan, they came back to Veronica as they 

promised.  They showed the love of Christ to her, releasing her from the brokenness of her life 

and bringing her into their family.  After several weeks, Camille and her husband became 

Veronica’s 11th set of caregivers in five years.  Despite Veronica’s lack of trust and continued 

resistance to them, they showered her with unconditional love.  One day, foster child Veronica 

gave in to their love.  She realized she could trust Camille and her husband.  She asked to be 

adopted by them.  To become part of their family.  The love of God, acting through Camille and 

her husband, softened Veronica’s heart.  She now had a mother who loved her … that she could 

go to no matter what … and a family that cared for her.  For once relationships in Veronica’s life 

became whole. 
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Thanks to Christ’s disciples who came before us, we have been baptized with the Holy Spirit 

… we are adopted children of God, sons and daughters in His family.  Our relationship with God 

has been made whole.  We trust, believe, and cherish Jesus’ promises of forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life for each of us and all who believe.  Yet, as we await Christ’s promised return, we 

mourn for those who do not yet know about Christ … who are walking through this world as 

dead people not knowing the love of God our Father in their lives.  Who are unaware of His 

return to judge the living and the dead.  But, as long as we have the breath of life … and the 

walking dead have the breath … there is time!  

We don’t know when Christ will return.  But, as we wait in joyful anticipation for His return, 

joined by the Holy Spirit dwelling inside us, we join the disciples across the ages to proclaim the 

gospel through our living faith … through lives guided by the Holy Spirit who assists us in 

expressing, in words and deeds of love, Jesus’ good news to those in need.  Then they too, by the 

power of the same Holy Spirit will have their minds opened to the scriptures. And when Christ 

fulfills His promise to return to judge the living and the dead, He will find a world teeming with 

faithful witnesses, sons and daughters of God, adopted brothers and sisters in Christ.  He will 

ascend with all of us, back to His heavenly kingdom, bringing us into eternal life with Him. 

Dear Heavenly Father, creator and giver of life, thank You for the promise of forgiveness 

and eternal life.  Help us trust in You and the Holy Spirit as You work through us to lead many 

into the same eternal life You have given us.  In Jesus, our risen and ascended Savior, Amen. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

James Kent 


