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“The Fruits of True Friendship” 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Last week we heard Jesus use the image of a grape vine and its branches to describe how a 

person who believes is nourished and why they need to be nourished in this way.   

Today, Jesus explains His “vine and branches” imagery.  He says to His disciples, (John 

15:14, 15b, 16) “You are my friends if you do what I command you … I have called you friends 

… You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 

and that your fruit should abide.”  To use a modern phrase from the land of social media, Jesus 

has issued a “friend request” to all mankind including you and me.  He wants to be our friend.  

A “friend” is more than someone who utter superficial words of flattery to us to make us feel 

good. When I think of a “true friend,” I’m reminded of that person who goes the extra mile for 

me.  They’re one I trust and confide in because they care about me.  They give me honest 

feedback when I need it in order to help me.  They will use this information to help me out of 

jam I find myself in.  And, if we’re true friends, we’ll do the same for them.  A “true friend” 

sticks to you through thick and thin regardless of what’s gone on between you in the past.   

The late devotional writer and pastor Dennis DeHaan recounts the story of his true friend 

Nelson.  Nelson told Dennis he wanted him to conduct his funeral should he die first.  Dennis 

replied, “Hold off on that request for a few years.  I might disappoint you, and you might change 

your mind.”  To which Nelson jokingly said, “Oh no, that won’t happen.  You can’t disappoint 

me any more that you already have.”  A true friend is one who sticks with us even in times of 

disappointment. This is the definition of “friend” Jesus is using in our gospel today.  For Jesus to 

call us “friend” is no light matter. 
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By the power of the Holy Spirit, we have received Jesus’ “Friend Request.”  The Spirit draws 

us to Him.  In baptism He makes us His friend.   Jesus is the sought after “true friend” who’s 

always there sharing in our joys and tears, who’s always there when we need Him, who is always 

there any time, day or night … regardless of how disappointing we feel we might have been. 

Jesus became the true friend of Annie Meadows when she was baptized as a young girl.  God 

had grafted Annie into the Vine.  And thanks to her mom Aileen, church was always a part of her 

life growing up.  But Annie was also drawn to some dark things.  What began as a game at a 

friend’s house became an obsession.  Annie was drawn into a fascination with magic, the occult, 

and witchcraft.  It started innocently by playing with a Ouija board and grew deeper and darker.  

While she still attended church on Sundays, during the week she hid out in the library reading 

books on black magic, spells, and fortune telling.  She began to feel she had special powers to 

tell the future when she told a friend a fire would start in her room in three days … and it did!  

Still, she remembers her dad Carmon telling her, “Everything you see, everything that is created 

tells you there is a God.”  Nevertheless, Annie grew adept at keeping secrets from her parents as 

her obsession with the dark arts grew.  After dropping out of college … moving to California … 

getting pregnant and having an abortion, Annie moved to Las Vegas.  She joined a rock band as 

their singer and began touring with them.  She had rejected her true friend Jesus and the life-

giving nourishment that came from the Vine. 

She found a kindred soul in the band.  The bass player was Peter Tibone.  He was a former 

Christian who had also walked away from the church.  Despite his rejection of the church, Peter 

knew the witchcraft Annie was practicing was wrong … he remembered how God’s word 

condemned it.  Then, her mother Aileen called her unexpectedly to tell her, “A friend at church 

told me you’d be a gospel singer one day.”  A prediction Annie vehemently rejected. 
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The strain of constant touring got to Annie though.  So, she challenged God saying, “Okay, if 

there is a God out there – get me out of here, do something for me and me out of this touring.”  

The next day, the place they were staying was struck by a hurricane and the band’s equipment 

was destroyed.  Having no money or insurance to cover what the insurance company called an 

“act of God” the band returned home to Las Vegas.  There, Annie took a job in a casino to make 

ends meet.  But, she was still focused on her occult practices and developing her powers.   

In last week’s gospel, Jesus says, (John 15:4) “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.”  

Today He continues by explaining His imagery, (John 15:9b-10) “Abide in my love.  If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love.”  Annie no longer dwelled in Jesus’ love.  She 

had cut herself off from the Vine’s nourishment.  She was dying … 

While we may not have gone off the deep end like Annie, we can also find ourselves cut off 

from the nourishment of the Vine beginning to die.  When we find ourselves in trouble, we 

sometimes try to find our own way out … losing our grip on the Vine by forgetting to turn to the 

Body of Christ and pray for guidance.  There are times we too often find ourselves coming apart 

from the Vine because we haven’t allowed ourselves to be regularly nourished by the word and 

sacrament offered in worship.  Or perhaps we might be like Annie, be using the cover of our 

participation in God’s word and sacrament to hide our unrepentant sin.  But Jesus reminds us, in 

no uncertain terms, (John 15:14) “You are my friends if you do what I command you.”   

Jesus is a friend in the truest sense of the word.  He shows the lengths He will go for our 

friendship by literally laying down His life for us on the Cross.  The Son of God, descended from 

the heights of heaven to dwell among His people in intimate relationship.  He shared in the life 

of His people by walking dirty streets … spending time with sick, suffering, poor, lonely, and 
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sinful people … spending time in celebration at weddings and banquets and festivals … and 

sharing all that He knew with them.  That’s a true friend! 

But Jesus did much more … He knew our sinful nature and the fate that awaited of us here 

today.  So, our true friend Jesus laid down His life for us.  A true friend, He took all of our sins 

upon Himself … sins that would cause eternal separation between Him and us.  And because He 

loves us and wants to be with us … He took our sins to the cross with Him and died for us.  

Those sins were buried away in a cold, dark tomb along with Him.  However, He did not stay in 

that tomb!  By rising from the dead to new life, Jesus Christ, our true friend, defeated the power 

of sin and death … which separates us from Him … and the devil who continues to try to lure us 

away from Him.  Jesus demonstrated that He is our true friend … who will never leave us. 

Jesus has chosen us to be His friends.  His friends do what He has commanded them.  What 

He has commanded us to (Matthew 22:37-39) “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind … love your neighbor as yourself.”   

Unlike many people though, Jesus will not “unfriend” us for failing to live up to our end of 

the friendship.  We know the depth of His love for us … the depth of His grace and mercy for us.  

We live bathed in this love, grace, and mercy knowing that (1 John 1:9) “If we confess our sins, 

He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  Thus 

cleansed, we abide in His love.  He tells each of us, (John 15:14, 15b, 16) “You are my friends if 

you do what I command you … I have called you friends … You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 

whatever you ask the Father in my name, He may give it to you.” 

Jesus never “unfriended” Annie … even though she had turned her back on Him.  Jesus also 

remained friends with Peter Tibone, the bass player in the band.  Peter became Annie’s boyfriend 
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as they toured together.  More importantly though, Peter also repented and returned to Jesus 

following the hurricane.  In prayer, Peter asked God to help Him.  He began to share God’s word 

with Annie … he invited her to church.  Reluctantly, Annie agreed to go one day. During the 

service, dressed in her black “witch outfit,” Annie became agitated and uncomfortable.  As the 

service went on she got up and stormed out of the church.  Peter followed and took her home.  

He told her, “I’m going to serve God … With or without you.”  Annie stood looking at the sky, 

shook her fist at God saying, “I hate you!  You’ve taken my boyfriend and have messed up my 

parents’ minds.  This is my life and I’ll live it as I see fit.”  Then, she heard a still small voice, 

“Annie, you have a choice to make.  You can choose to walk away from me or come to me.” 

A couple days later, her clock radio went off, for some reason, with music instead of the 

usual alarm.  Even more interesting, the music as the song El Shaddai by Christian artist Amy 

Grant.  Annie couldn’t figure out how this happened but she took it as another call from her 

friend Jesus to return to Him.  This time she heeded the voice … she returned to church with 

Peter.  God heard Peter’s request.  God helped Peter to bear fruit.  Through Peter, a branch 

connected to the Vine, more fruit was produced as Annie returned to her true friend Jesus.  

Together, Peter and Annie burned all her tarot cards, capes, black magic books and paraphernalia 

as Annie repented of her sin and returned to God.  Today, over ten years later, Annie is serving 

her true friend Jesus.  She is bearing fruit as the leader of Faithrunner Ministries which works to 

turn others away from the occult … and as a gospel singer … just her mom Aileen had told her. 

Jesus, our true friend, shows His mercy to us also … He reveals to us through His word and 

our faithful prayers the things that take time, talent, and treasure away from God … where we 

waste away like unfruitful branches.  He carefully cleans away those things that suck away the 
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life among us that prevent fruit from coming forth in our lives.  He prunes and clips away the 

distractions keeping our God-given gifts from bearing the fruit He created each of us to bear.   

Are you gifted with public speaking talents … prayerfully consider bearing fruit through 

teaching children, youth, and adults in Sunday School, Small Groups, or during worship. 

Are you gifted with friendliness and patience … prayerfully consider bearing fruit as a 

deacon or welcoming neighbors in search of a church home or our guests as an usher or greeter. 

Are you gifted with any kind of singing or musical ability … prayerfully consider bearing 

fruit by making worship more joyful by singing or joining the choir itself. 

Are you gifted with the blessing of financial gifts … prayerfully consider bearing fruit by 

trusting God to continue His provision as you increase your offering to help bear more fruit. 

Are you gifted with leadership or management skills … prayerfully consider bearing fruit by 

taking on church leadership roles that enable others to be Christ’s hands and feet bearing fruit. 

Through His work in our lives, the word of God and His sacraments flow from the Vine into 

each of us.  Nourishing us.  Enabling us to trust Him fully to guide us and lead us to use these 

gifts in accord with His will to bear fruit for Him … the fruit that dwells in His presence forever. 

Dear God, by Your grace, give to us the strength and resources needed to keep Your word in 

faithful response to the loving friend request Your Son, Jesus, has given each of us.  

Help us use our time, talents, and treasures – gifts from You – in our appointed work, that 

through the Holy Spirit, we may bear even more fruit for You, our heavenly Father. Amen. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

James Kent 


