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Acts 4:1-12 

Easter 4B 

April 22, 2018 

 

Be Bold in the Name of Jesus! 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Luke writes in the Acts of the Apostles, (Acts 4:5-8) “On the next day their rulers and elders 

and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John 

and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they had set them in the 

midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with 

the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders …’” 

Recall why Peter and John are in this predicament … they had healed a lame beggar in the 

middle of the temple.  These uneducated fishermen were proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah to 

anyone who would listen right in front of the highly educated priests, Pharisees, and Sadducees.  

And over 5000 men, plus even more women and children, heard their teaching and believed.   

These highly educated religious elites controlled everything in the temple.  They were the 

only authorities who could preach and teach God’s word.  They were trained in the complex 

religious systems that governed temple life.  They knew what the scrolls said and what the right 

doctrines were.  They couldn’t have these … fishermen … these followers of that carpenter’s son 

from Nazareth … continuing to fill people’s heads with talk of a Messiah and leading people 

astray with their ignorance.  So … they had Peter and John arrested and thrown in jail. 

You might also remember from previous weeks the names Annas and Caiaphas … these 

were there very same leaders who tried Jesus as Peter and John looked on … as Peter denied 

Jesus three times before the cock crowed.   
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Here Peter and John were … in the same place Jesus was some 60-90 days before … 

surrounded by Annas, Caiaphas, the other priests, elders, and scribes who were all looking down 

in vehement hostility at Jesus’ disciples.  I would imagine they thought, “We got rid of this no-

good troublemaker!  Yet His followers are still here … spouting these crazy rumors and lies 

about Jesus!”   

I can also imagine Peter and John thinking that things didn’t go so well for us last time we 

were here … Jesus was beaten and mocked … sentenced to death by crucifixion … and killed.  

And now … here we are … in the same place before the same crowd … 

But there was a difference … this time … they were prepared.  They now understood what 

Jesus had been talking about when He said things like, (John 10:14-15) “I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.”  They had been taught what to expect … they had 

been given knowledge to use when the time came.  Jesus had prepared them for a moment such 

as this. 

Those of you who are parents are preparing, or have already prepared, your children for 

various difficulties they’ll face in life.  You’ve taught them various life skills they might need to 

survive in the wild so to speak … away from your protective care.  Some have taught budgeting 

… some first aid … some emergency car repair … and some home repair skills.  The point of 

teaching is so that when the money shortage or injury or flat tire or leaky pipe happens, our 

children aren’t helpless in the face of trouble.  They have some skills to deal with the problem on 

their own.  They’re prepared. 

One of the most important preparations parents need to take care of though is the kind of 

preparation Jesus did for His disciples.  He didn’t teach them how to fix the hole in their sandals 
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or how to patch a leaky tent or how to lead a stubborn donkey along the path … He taught His 

disciples how to live their lives in accordance with His Father’s will.  He helped them get to 

really know His Father … His character … His essence … who He really is.  A God filled with 

grace and mercy and love for His people.  He did this to prepare them for the work He would be 

calling them to do when He (John 10:17)“laid down His life for the sheep … and took His life up 

again.”   When we bring our children to the waters of baptism we begin to prepare them to do 

the same.  We continue to prepare them when we teach them how to pray … when we read 

God’s Word to them at home … and when we bring them to Sunday School and Worship each 

week.  These are all ways we were prepared … and we prepare our children for a time such as 

what Peter and John were going through as they faced Annas, Caiaphas, the other priests, elders, 

and scribes that day in Jerusalem. 

We all face our challenges … maybe it isn’t a trial before the religious leaders … but the 

world brings us all before various judges who want us to deny our Savior.  We are constantly 

challenged in the world today … and our children will be similarly challenged.  How do we 

react?  We’re asked to make hard choices at work … choices that might mean doing something 

that goes against God’s word in the name of mission accomplishment … hiring/firing of a 

coworker, selling of a product, institution of a policy that excludes unfairly, or taking shortcuts in 

quality to increase profits.  We’re put on trial when our prestige is put at risk … the crowd in the 

neighborhood may place demands on us that run counter to God’s will for us and our families … 

participating in activities that prevent worship time with God, taking down displays of Christian 

symbols on our property, or making us compromise our values in some way.  We’re put to the 

test by society through temptations placed before us … entertainment choices the glorify 

gratuitous violence, depraved sexual behavior, or inhumane treatment of God’s creatures … 
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human and animal.  These challenges come our way daily … are we prepared to deal with them 

as God desires … in accordance with His word? 

There’s girl named Val Schnurr…she went to Columbine High School in Colorado in the late 

1990s.  You’ve likely never heard of her, but she was prepared for the test when it came to her.  

Perhaps you remember that terrible day when gunmen entered Columbine High School and cold 

bloodedly gunned down 12 of her classmates and a teacher.  Val lay bleeding from 34 wounds 

caused by a shotgun blast.  As she lay in agony, she prayed to God aloud.  One of her attackers 

heard her praying and asked “Do you believe in God?”  She was prepared.  Her reply to the gun 

toting killer was “Yes, I believe because my parents brought me up that way!”  Then the killer 

reloaded his weapon … but, for some reason, he became distracted and walked away … Val has 

lived with this incident for years.   Despite all the publicity surrounding it, you’ve likely never 

heard of her.  Rather than create conflict through boastful pride, she has quietly lived out her 

faith, trusting in God and His will for her life.  She believes in God and chooses to trust Him to 

use her as He sees fit.  

Peter didn’t know what to expect when he was hauled into the temple trial hall with John by 

the temple guard.  He knew how Jesus was treated just a few short months before.  He knew first 

hand how Jesus was mocked and beaten in the worst way imaginable under orders from Annas 

and Caiaphas.  He knew these same men that he stood before now and falsely condemned Jesus 

to death for claiming to be God.  But he was prepared and filled with the Holy Spirit he boldly 

taught, (Acts 4:8-11)“Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today 

concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed,  let it 

be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing 
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before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become 

the cornerstone.” 

Peter didn’t mince words.  He didn’t soften the message for those in his midst.  He boldly 

proclaimed the truth for all to hear.  This same man who denied Jesus three times as He stood 

before Caiaphas and Annas was also forgiven by Jesus for his weakness in the face of immense 

peer pressure that night.  Jesus said to Peter, (John 21:17-19) “Do you love me?” and he said to 

him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  Truly, 

truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but 

when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do 

not want to go.”  (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this 

he said to him, “Follow me.” 

Peter would not be a “hired hand” who fled in the face of wolves attacking Jesus’ sheep.  He 

was a bold shepherd, obediently following the Good Shepherd no matter where He led him … 

even if it was to his earthly death … a death he knew would come sooner or later.  He told 

Annas, Caiaphas, and the whole group of rulers, elders, and scribes … the most powerful people 

in temple society … their sin in no uncertain terms.  And then … Peter proclaimed the gospel.  

Yes, they were sinners who killed the Son of God … but, that was all part of God’s plan of 

salvation.  Salvation offered to Annas, Caiaphas, and the whole group of rulers, elders, and 

scribes.  Salvation offered to the entire people of Israel.  Salvation offered to the Romans and 

other gentiles.  Salvation offered to you and me.  God, by the power of the Holy Spirit filling 

Peter, offers all mankind salvation … forgiveness of sin and eternal life through His Son, Jesus 

Christ … saying, (Acts 4:12) “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  Jesus prepared Peter … Peter 
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prepared others … and through the ages, others have prepared us.  Now we … we have been 

called to prepare still others. 

It is not easy to face down the world when it is trying to make us turn away from God and 

His words.  Our Father knows that!  He knows us too!  As He equipped Peter with the Holy 

Spirit, He has equipped us with the Holy Spirit in our baptism.  We may feel inadequate to speak 

for God … and by ourselves we are.  And for those times we’ve been timid … we’re forgiven by 

our Father.  He continues to prepare us … by His word and through His sacraments.  And He 

reassures us, He comforts us saying, (Matthew 10:19-20) “When they deliver you over, do not be 

anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you 

in that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”  In 

the name of Jesus Christ, we can fearlessly proclaim His gospel in all we say and do so that all 

may come to faith and be saved in the name of Jesus Christ.   

I pray … Dear Father in heaven, be with Your people as they go out into the world this day.  

Grant them boldness to proclaim Your promise of forgiveness of sin and eternal life in the name 

of Your Son Jesus Christ that all may come to faith.  In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

James Kent 


