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“Called to Proclaim” 

 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

All of us are on a journey of faith … in fact … all people, everywhere and across all time live 

their lives on some kind of journey of faith.  We all believe in something.  Sometimes we’re 

eager to share our beliefs with others … other times we can be unsure about what to say about 

what we believe … so we just keep our beliefs to ourselves.   

Those we encounter in our gospel this morning have beliefs about what’s happening as they 

wake up early one morning on the first day of the week.  To understand their place that morning, 

we need to see where they’ve come from earlier … 

(John 19:40-42) “So (two of Jesus’ disciples, Joseph of Armithea and Nicodemus) took the 

body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the 

Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new 

tomb in which no one had yet been laid.  So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the 

tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.”  They had all heard Jesus cry out in a loud voice 

(John 19:30) “It is finished” and seen Him succumb to the horrid, tortuous death by crucifixion.  

They knew Jesus was dead as they took Him down from the Cross … wrapped Him in the burial 

shroud with spices … and laid Him in a tomb … sealed in by a 2000+ pound stone. 

You can imagine where Mary Magdalene’s, John’s, and Peter’s minds were … where all the 

disciples’ minds were just 3 days after watching their leader brutally executed as they looked on 

helplessly from a distance.  Where would your mind be? 
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Given their intense grief, it is little wonder they responded the way they did that morning.  

Because Jesus was hastily buried just before the beginning of the Sabbath.  Mary was returning 

to finish preparing Jesus for His permanent burial.  Imagine her surprise then upon seeing the 

tomb wide open that morning!  Not only that, but the 2000+ pound stone had been forcibly taken 

away from the tomb!  And the body wasn’t there!  Imagine the emotions … our leader … cruelly 

executed ... sealed in His tomb … and now missing!  All the evidence points to some kind of 

robbery.  What a horrific scenario!  But why? 

Mary is distraught and sprints back to tell the others the horrible news!  She finds the group’s 

leaders Peter and John who run back to see what’s going on.  When they arrive … they find an 

interesting scene.  Like crime scene investigators, they ponder the evidence before them.  Sure 

enough, the stone has been dislodged from it’s settings.  Something big happened here … but the 

rest of the evidence is … well … odd.  

The body wrappings … they’re all in place.  They aren’t strewn about.  They’re just lying 

there in place … where the body should be.  And then the head cloth … neatly folded … placed 

separately from the body wrappings.  This is not the work of a grave robber … they wouldn’t 

have been so meticulous in organizing the tomb.  Hmmm … something else has happened.   

Luke’s account tells us that Peter was simply amazed … he wasn’t sure what to believe. 

Mary … she’s weeping uncontrollably … she still believes someone has taken the body of 

her Lord.  How could they?! 

But John saw the scene … he remembered Jesus’ words … so he believed Jesus had risen … 

he didn’t know why, that part was still a mystery to him.  But, he believed Jesus had risen.   

But … what did John do with this knowledge?   

Did he say anything to Peter?  Apparently not … Peter was still simply dumbfounded. 
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Did he say anything to comfort Mary with this good news?  Apparently not … she is still 

deeply distraught by the whole thing … weeping and only concerned by one thought, “Where is 

my Lord?  What has happened to His body?” 

John believed Jesus rose from the dead … not because of hard evidence like a physical 

presence or a miraculous event.  John believed because of the word of God spoken to Him in the 

scriptures.  He believed but was perhaps unsure of what he believed or how to express it.  Maybe 

he was just afraid to tell others for some reason.  Whatever the reason, he didn’t speak a word to 

anyone … John simply kept the good news to himself as he went back to his home.   

Many of us can be like John can’t we?  We’re on life’s journey and for some of it, maybe 

most of it, we’ve been surrounded by God’s word. He’s called us out of darkness through our 

baptisms … given us faith to believe His word through the Holy Spirit.  By faith, we believe in 

all He says to us … we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  We believe that He suffered, 

died, and rose from the dead.  We believe He did these things to prove He is the Son God who 

when He promised forgiveness of sins and life everlasting … He delivers on those promises to 

all who believe in Him.  We believe He came to save all mankind from sin and eternal death! 

However, like John, we often keep our faith to ourselves, don’t we?  It’s difficult or scary to 

share our faith.  Our own feelings of inadequacy about our knowledge and understanding of 

God’s word can make us apprehensive about proclaiming God’s word … so to keep from being 

thought ignorant, we keep our mouths shut rather than remove all doubt.  We can be intimidated 

by claims that “God no longer has a place in the public square” … so to keep from offending 

anyone or being thought of as one of those “Christian weirdos,” we keep quiet.  Or possibly we 

feel our status and position in the world is threatened by our beliefs … so to maintain our 

standing, we keep quiet and go with the flow.  We can succumb to Satan’s lies that we’re 
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ignorant … or better off loving our neighbor by condoning their views through silence … or 

need to maintain our position to support our families and lifestyles … even though our 

neighbor’s eternal life is in grave peril.  Unsure of ourselves in the face of taunts from the world 

… we can believe in the resurrection, but like John … just go home and keep it to ourselves. 

But Mary didn’t go home … she remained to mourn for her Lord.  She didn’t know where 

He was, but she stayed to mourn.  As she mourned something drew her into the tomb … there 

she encountered two angels who asked her why she was crying.  Then she turned and a man 

asked her the same.  She didn’t recognize who was questioning her.  As she wept, she practically 

begged the man to tell her where they took her Lord.  Suddenly Jesus spoke but a single word, 

(John 20:16) “Mary.”  Instantly, she recognized her Lord and grabbed hold tightly to Him.   

She’s like a child lost on a crowded street … thinking, “Will I ever see my parents again?!”  

The moment she finds them … she grabs hold tightly … thinking, “I’m never letting go!”   

Mary grabs hold of her risen Savior for dear life, but He says, (John 20:17) “Do not cling to 

me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”  Jesus calls Mary by name, 

for a purpose.  She’s to proclaim the good news of the gospel to His brothers and sisters … He 

has forgiven Peter his ignorance.  He has forgiven John his selfishness. He says to them and to 

us, “I am alive!  I have defeated the power of sin, death, and the devil over all mankind!”   

Jesus called Mary by name to proclaim His good news to the world.  He also calls each of us 

by name.  When we’re baptized, He calls us by our name to be His brothers and sisters too.  The 

sacrament of Baptism, commanded by Jesus Himself, begins by asking, “How are you named?”  

Then God calls you by that name when His called servant applies water and says, “Fred or Lucy 

or Charles or Betty … I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
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Spirit.”  In this instant, God gives you the gift of faith … the power of the Holy Spirit comes to 

dwell inside you.  You believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Lord … and He is alive! 

John may not have confessed Jesus as Lord on that day, but Jesus forgave him and made him 

one of His more prolific evangelists.  John wrote His inspired gospel (John 20:31) “So that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing, you may have life in 

His name.”  And, we refer to John’s God-inspired words each week as we confess our sins and 

receive God’s forgiveness for those times we fail, as John did on that day, to proclaim the gospel 

boldly for whatever reason.  We believe in faith that (1 John 1:8-9) “If we say we have no sin we 

deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But, if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   Jesus, our Lord and Savior, by 

His resurrection from the dead has in fact defeated the power of sin, death, and the devil over 

each of us.  As a result, God our Father forgives all of us all our sins.  Believe it! 

Then, as we journey through life, patiently waiting for our Lord’s return to judge the living 

and the dead, let us trust the Holy Spirit dwelling in us to help us proclaim the good news we 

believe.  Let us proclaim it through loving words and deeds to all who are perishing in their 

unbelief … whether they haven’t heard the good news or simply don’t believe it.  If anyone asks 

why, let us follow Mary Magdalene’s example as she obeyed Jesus proclaiming, (John 20:18) “I 

have seen the Lord.”  He is alive! 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 


