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Mark 15:1-47 

Passion Sunday 

March 25, 2018 

 

Were You There? 

 

Grace…mercy…peace…to you my brothers and sisters in Christ from God our Father and 

Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Throughout the week of His passion … the triumphal entry, the last supper and betrayal, the 

sham of a trial, and at the Cross … Jesus was there … of course.  But there were others who 

were also there … His disciples who still wondered what was going on and later abandoned Him.  

Gentile soldiers who flogged and beat Jesus with whips laced with piercing metal objects and 

who nailed Jesus to the Cross.  Jewish rulers from the Temple came to watch the spectacle and 

ensure the man they feared and falsely convicted was nailed to the Cross.  A mix of people also 

came to watch the scene … some curious onlookers … some followers of Jesus.  There were also 

common criminals crucified with Him.   

Many people were there … as the famous hymn “Were You There?” asks …“Were you there 

when they crucified my Lord?  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  Oh … Sometimes it 

causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”  Were 

you there … not simply as an observer from a safe distance, but close in?  If so … which group 

were you in?  As you listen to our gospel this morning … put yourself into the story … where 

were you when they crucified our Lord? 

So … where were we when they crucified our Lord?  In some way, we were all there … 

Were we among the group of soldiers who nailed him to the tree…maybe not with actual 

nails and hammers…but were we there with unkind thoughts, words, and deeds aimed at those in 

our midst that God our Father created in His likeness? 
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Were we among the assembly of Temple rulers who mocked Jesus out of fear of losing their 

status due to Jesus’ teachings … maybe not with spiteful insults like those the rulers hurled … 

but were we there ignoring Jesus’ teaching to love God and our neighbors through our words and 

deeds, even if it causes lost prestige and seems out of step with the ways of the world around us? 

Were we among the crowd of disciples and people who simply “stood by” and watched from 

the distance … were we there ignoring those around us who mock Jesus saying false things about 

Him … even though we know different? 

Or…were we one of the criminals, simply wanting Jesus to save them from their situation so 

they could go on living like always...maybe we aren’t in a life-threatening situation…but were 

we there simply wanting Jesus to deliver us from whatever mess we’re in so we can move on? 

Were we there when they crucified our Lord? 

 Each of us was there in some way that dreadful day.  True … we didn’t literally bring down 

whips, pound spikes, hurl insults, or simply look on doing nothing.  But, we were there.  

However, please hear these words Jesus speaks to us.  (Luke 23:34) “Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive 

them, for they know not what they do.’”  Jesus asks His Father to forgive all sinners … then and 

now.  Jesus had mercy on those who crucified Him, Jesus has mercy on us!   

Knowing what God’s mercy feels like … the load it takes off our minds … we can love those 

around us by being merciful to them and easing the burdens they might be feeling.  Nevertheless, 

sometimes we fail to show mercy.  But God still shows His mercy to each of us… 

Earlier we confessed our sins to God … soon we will confess with our mouths our faith in 

God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and His promises of forgiveness and eternal life.  We 

believe in His promise of forgiveness for those times we confess “we were there when they 

crucified my Lord.”  We ask God to have mercy on us, forgive us, and grant us eternal life.  
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AND HE DOES!  We believe His promises and we are forgiven.  Jesus has mercy on us.  

NOW…we are forgiven.  THEN…we will be with Him in His kingdom. This is the Gospel we 

can share with all who we meet around the Cross of Christ.  Amen. 


