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“Servants of Christ” 

Grace, mercy and peace to you my brothers and sisters in Christ from God our Father and 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Jesus is a man on a mission!  He’s dragging His fear-filled, shocked and dumbfounded crowd 

of disciples on a journey up to Jerusalem for the Passover.  They’ve heard His predictions … 

they can’t believe He’s actually going to march straight into Jerusalem … to His death.  What’s 

gotten into this man’s head?!  He’s got so much going for Him … the people like Him.  He’s got 

some crazy skills … healing, power over death, ability to communicate through great stories.  He 

could be the Messiah … the one who leads Israel up against these Romans … the one who ends 

centuries of oppression and second-class status in the world.  The one who restores Israel to its 

former greatness.  C’mon Jesus … we don’t have to go to Jerusalem.  We can assume power 

from the countryside … there’s no need for this suffering and death stuff! 

Jesus knows the crowd’s mood … what’s in their heads … their ideas for Him.  So … He 

interrupts the journey to take His twelve closest disciples aside.  For the third and final time He 

provides the details they need to know and understand saying, (Mark 10:33-34) “See, we are 

going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the 

scribes, and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him over to the Gentiles.  And they 

will mock Him and spit on Him, and flog Him and kill Him. And after three days He will rise.” 

We’re disciples to, believers of Jesus’ word on a journey of faith.  We’re baptized children of 

God living here in this world … by the power of the Holy Spirit we see and believe the glory of 

eternal life.  We see our destination … it seems a long way off, but in faith we know we’ll be at 

the finish line when the Son of Man returns in glory to judge the living and the dead.  He will 
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take us with Him into His glory.  We’re here … in the world.  We see the end of the journey … 

basking in eternal glory.  We can’t wait to get there … It’ll be great! 

When we plan a trip we look at pictures and read about the destination. At times it can seem 

like we’re already there.  For instance, if you’re interested in going on Pastor Kassouf’s trip to 

the Holy Land, I can give you a brochure laying everything out for you.  You’ll be able to 

envision yourself in Israel.  If this is something you want to do, you’re not there yet … but you 

will be.  You could have tickets in hand … but you have to wait until January 2019.  You’re still 

here in Calvert County … but you can see the end of the journey, but you’re not there yet. 

“The Twelve” hear Jesus preview His journey for the third time.  The first time … Peter says, 

“You’re the Son of God!  You can’t die!”  Jesus rebukes Peter.  The second time … they were 

too afraid to speak .. probably didn’t want to get called “Satan” again so they kept quiet.   

Since Jesus started saying these crazy things Peter, James and John, Jesus’ inner circle, went 

to a mountain top and saw Jesus transfigured into a pure white, glowing in the presence of 

Moses, Elijah, and the voice of His Father in heaven.  The disciples all saw Him purge demons 

kicking and screaming from a young boy.  And they heard Him teach on sin, divorce, and the 

barriers wealth has to being a disciple.  Along the way, the disciples also argued about who was 

the greatest among them as they complained about other people casting out demons in Jesus’ 

name and little children coming up to Jesus and grabbing the front row seats to hear Him.  And 

now they hear Jesus’ reckless talk a third time. 

This time, James and John, “Zebedee’s boys” beat Peter to the punch … perhaps they’d 

figured something out.  I imagine the discussion in their little circle going something like this, 

“Okay … we’re here on this journey with Jesus.  He’s going to suffer and die a horrific death.  

But, He’s going to rise from the dead.  Hmmm, maybe this means He’ll take over the throne and 
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kick these Romans out of our land and then put things right in the Temple!”  Whatever the 

thought process, they decided they needed to put the bug in the Master’s ear to let them be His 

“go to guys” who sit next to Him when He gets to His destination in glory. 

James and John still didn’t get it … they were so focused on basking in Jesus’ glory.  In fact, 

we see the disciples as a group still didn’t get it either.  They too were focused on luxuriating in 

Jesus’ majesty as the Messiah who will restore Israel’s former glory, ejecting the Romans and 

other oppressors and restoring the Temple to its former magnificence.  All they needed to do was 

wait until they arrived at their destination … in the meantime, they could make their plans for 

what they’d do when they got there.  “What do you say, Jesus?” 

The disciples are so focused on the destination, they’ve forgotten about the journey they’re 

on.  But Jesus hasn’t forgotten.  He’s laser-focused on the journey … He reminds them there is 

more to this trip than simply the destination … something more than an earthly Messiahship. 

We have an advantage over the disciples … we know what Jesus meant by the destination.  

We know, because we’ve heard, read, and believed God’s word that Jesus’ final destination is 

not a throne in Jerusalem.  His throne is an eternal throne in the Kingdom of Heaven … one day 

He’ll return to bring all who believe back to Him in His Kingdom.  The disciples hadn’t figured 

that out yet.  We take great joy knowing we’re saved.  We know we’re on a journey to this truly 

awesome destination.  We’ve seen pictures of it in God’s word using amazing language like 

“streets paved with gold” and “a place where there will be no more tears, no death, and no 

pain.”  I can’t wait to get there!  Won’t that be great!?  We’ll be in the awesome presence of God 

our Father and our King, His Son, Jesus Christ!  But, we get so focused on the destination, we 

can forget about the journey too.  We’re here … in the world.  We long to be there one day … 

basking in Jesus’ glory.  However, in many ways we’re a lot like the disciples.   
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In many ways we’re so focused on what Jesus has done for us … so focused on the fact that 

we’re saved by His suffering and death … so focused on His promise of His forgiveness and 

eternal life with Him … we lose sight of the journey too.  I’ve got my salvation … I’m all set!  

Now … all I have to do is wait until Jesus comes in glory.  We forget we’re also on a journey 

with our Master … a journey with more to it than the final destination.  Yes … that destination is 

the ultimate goal.  But … Jesus calls us to join Him on the journey … to be active travelers … 

not just passengers along for the ride.  It’s good to be excited about the destination, but we’re not 

there yet.  So … Jesus … ever patient … ever full of grace and mercy … teaches His disciples … 

James and John, the Other Ten, and you and me. He gives us a picture of the journey ahead of us. 

Jesus and His disciples are outside the gates of Jerusalem … they’re not there yet.  They’re 

not at the final destination of glory either.  There is a journey required to arrive at the ultimate 

destination … and so Jesus asks James and John, (Mark 10:38) “Are you able to drink the cup 

that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?”  In very “Peter-like” 

fashion they reply immediately, without thinking, (Mark 10:39) “We are able.”  Jesus agrees … 

He knows what He’ll face …  He also knows what James and John will face.  He tells them both 

they will in fact drink of the cup He drinks of … be baptized by the baptism He is receiving.  But 

… He also tells them the “seats of honor” they covet are not His to give out …  

Jesus sees another teachable moment for His children … 

The journey to glory takes place along a road paved not with gold … but with dirt and rocks 

and holes and debris.  It is a journey that likely involves hardship … the cup of suffering and 

pain … the overwhelming feeling of baptisms by fire and flood.   Jesus’ journey to His 

destination will continue on this road.  The disciples journey to this same destination will also 

continue on this road.  It’s fraught with different trials and outcomes for each of us.  For 
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example, James was martyred by the sword … John was exiled for life ... but all will sacrifice 

lives in some way. 

Jesus will travel to Jerusalem … in mere days He will be hailed as “The Messiah” by the 

crowds as He enters in peace on a humble donkey … not conquering on a war horse.  Many of 

those hailing Him will soon turn on Him.  The “Hosannas!” will turn into “Crucify, crucify!”  He 

was condemned to death by His own people … a sentence carried out by the Roman oppressors.  

Pilate hands Jesus over to be whipped with leather straps covered with sharp bones and metal 

balls that tore into His flesh.  After enduring this suffering, He was stripped naked and forced to 

drag a 125-pound wooden cross-beam through the streets of Jerusalem.  The crowd jeered and 

spat on Him.  He lugged His cross, loaded down with the world’s sins … Adam’s and Cain’s … 

King Saul’s and David’s … James’ and John’s … Pilates’ and Judas’ and Caiaphas’ and Herod’s 

… yours and mine … to the top of a hill outside the city to be crucified.  From there on His 

throne, beaten and bloody and completely exposed for all to see … but not defeated, He began to 

reign.  Our Messiah forgave … those who crucified Him and the thief hanged next to Him … 

and He died.  Three days later, just as He said … He rose from the dead!  He had defeated the 

evil, wicked plans of Satan and his minions … He defeated the eternal effects of sin.  Through 

His suffering and death, the Son of Man, served all mankind by paying the price required to free 

all mankind from the eternal effects of sin and death.  Through His resurrection, the Son of Man, 

offers eternal life to all who believe in Him.  He reigns on His heavenly throne! 

His journey still goes on though … His Father desires that all mankind come to Him … and 

so, Jesus calls to His disciples … to James and John … to you and me.  He teaches us all, (Mark 

10:43-44) “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be 

first among you must be slave of all.”  Our King has bowed down humbly to serve us … dying in 
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the most humiliating way imaginable … He served us and continues to serve us throughout our 

lives.  In our baptism St. Paul tells us we are joined to Christ … in His suffering we suffer … in 

His death we die … in His resurrection we also rise to new life.  We live our new life as servants 

to our fellow believers as well as to those God calls us to give up our lives for.   

Yes … as Jesus’ disciples who believe in His promises we are assured our place in in the 

presence of Jesus’ eternal glory!  But, we’re here now … on the journey … longing to be there 

… in the eternal kingdom with Him.  As we journey, our Father places each of us on His 

Highway to the eternal kingdom of heaven to serve Him, His church, and others in sacrificial 

love … sacrificing our lives in various ways through our time, talent and treasure.  We can do 

this by assisting the church in its service to those in need by sacrificing our lives serving meals at 

Project Echo each month … by sacrificing our lives to care for homeless men, women, and 

children during Project Safe Nights each Winter … by sacrificing our lives to minister to young 

children in Vacation Bible School each Summer … by sacrificing our lives to provide on-going 

comfort and care to the grieving, the homebound, and the sick in our own First Lutheran family.  

No matter how young or old, inexperienced or experienced, weak or strong … we respond to 

God our Father’s love for us, as we sacrifice our lives, focused in faith on the glory of God we 

have, by serving the many in our world in need of His love.  In so doing, we become Jesus’ 

servant hands and feet in His church and the world around us. 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

James Kent 


