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He’s Not a Tame Spirit  
Sunday, Easter 5, Year C 

Acts 11:1-18; Rev. 21:1-7; John 16:12-22 
May 15, 2022 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

“Behold, I am making all things new,” says St. John the Evangelist in the book of 

Revelation this morning (Rev. 21:5b).  But, more on that later. 

Here is a scene for you to picture in your mind’s eye, your imagination.  It is 

Maundy Thursday, the evening of the Passover meal and the Last Supper of Jesus with His 

disciples.  Jesus washes the feet of the disciples, a low servant’s job.  They have the meal. 

Jesus explains that one of them will betray Him.  The disciples begin to size one 

another up to see who it might be.  Jesus sends Judas away.  The disciples are unsure 

what this means.  Judas controlled the money for the group, so maybe he was going to 

secure the things needed for the feast or to give something to the poor.  The night was 

dark. 

Jesus continues to talk with the remaining disciples and answers their questions.  

Jesus tells them He is going away.  Again, the disciples don’t know what that means. 

Jesus tells Peter that he will deny his Lord.   

Jesus warns that the world will hate them.  He tells them the Holy Spirit will come 

to them. 

Then, He tells them about the Holy Spirit.  Let’s be honest, the Holy Spirit is a bit of 

a mystery.   
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I have heard many times in the past that the Holy Spirit is the quiet or shy person 

of the Holy Trinity.  Perhaps this is because of the mystery of Him.  He is not sacrificed to, 

like the Father.  He does not dwell physically in the presence of humanity, like the Son.  

He shows up in Holy Scripture.  He appears and disappears.  He is there in the very 

first verse of the Bible, “In the beginning.”  He was there with Moses and the Elders in the 

wilderness.  He was with Samson. 

When Jesus tells the disciples that He will be leaving soon, He comforts them by 

saying that He has to go so that the Holy Spirit may come.  However, Jesus lets them 

know that this time, the Holy Spirit isn’t going to do be like He was in the Old Testament, 

here today and gone tomorrow, but that the Spirit will be with them.  And stay with 

them.  This is part of what we started off with, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

But, here is something very important that we need to understand about the Holy 

Spirit; He is not shy and He is not quiet.  He is a fierce and roaring lion. 

Just look at what happened when He did show up in the Old Testament.  In the 

beginning, He was there when the world was formed.  With Moses and the Elders, He 

empowered them to prophesy.  He gave Samson super strength.  When the Holy Spirit 

showed up it was powerful.  He emboldened men and women.  He empowered them.  He 

helps, saves and rescues them… just like the other members of the Trinity. 

When Jesus is baptized, the Holy Spirit descends like a dove.  Isn’t that pretty?  But, 

Jesus then begins His ministry, teaching the people, working miracles, casting out demons, 

chastising the priests and teachers. 
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At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit comes in with a mighty wind, shaking the very 

structure the Apostles were in.  Descending on them with fire.  And, they, too, were 

emboldened and empowered.  They taught the people, worked miracles, cast out demons, 

and chastised the priests and teachers. 

Friends, for the last few weeks, we have been looking back toward Easter.  It lays 

behind us.  The work of Christ on the cross is done.  His rising from the tomb.  Done.  I 

guess you could say, “It is finished.” 

But, is it really?  Yes and no.  Yes, Christ’s work is done.  As Psalm 22 and our 

reading from Revelation this morning says, “he has done it” (Ps. 22:31b; Rev, 21:6). 

But, the effect of His work continues.  The ramifications of what your Lord did are 

eternal. They changed, not just the course of history, but of eternity.  Chew on that as you 

chew on your lunch later. 

And those things that your Lord did for you; suffering, dying, rising, living, 

conquering death, forgiving sin, defeating the devil, reconciling you with the Father…  do 

you know how all of those things are delivered to you?  Do you know how those things are 

transported through time, from the cross and the tomb, and are given to you? 

Not by a timid and shy Holy Spirit, but by the raging lion of the Spirit of God!  

Through baptism, He removes the devil and sets up shop.  He begins to work on you.  He 

brings to you faith, and through that faith, He begins to fill you with life… eternal life.  He 

crushes that old sinful Adam and turns your heart from yourself and redirects it to the 

cross of Christ.  And, from that cross He hand selects the fruits of the Spirit and delivers 
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them to you.  Faith, life, forgiveness, mercy, grace, love, charity, joy, peace, kindness, 

goodness, patience… 

So, we look back to Easter, and we look forward to Christ coming again.  But we also 

look to how God’s Holy Spirit works among us even now.   

He works with you among your fellow believers as you fellowship with them, hearing 

God’s powerful Word.   

He uses that Word and creates even more faith, strengthening the bond between 

believers and between them and God.   

He hears your confession and emboldens and empowers your pastor to speak the 

words of forgiveness.   

He calls you to the wedding feast of your crucified and risen Savior and His bride, 

you, the Church. 

Because of the Holy Spirit, the Means of Grace are powerful.  Your Heavenly Father, 

the Creator, sent His only begotten Son into the flesh to be your Lord and your Savior.  

Your Lord, Jesus Christ, sent the Holy Spirit to be your Helper, Comforter, and 

strengthener.  He is your sanctifier, the one who is making you holy.  And, He does this to 

point you back to Christ, through whom you have access to your Heavenly Father. 

We see the work of the Holy Spirit among Peter, this morning, as he takes the 

Means of Grace to even the Gentiles.  This man who denied Christ, was, along with the 

other disciples, confused about what Christ was telling them, and was later hiding in fear 

behind locked doors… this man, has been emboldened and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
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And, by those Means of Grace, the Holy Spirit is not timid or shy, quiet or discreet.  He 

changes the lives of those who come into contact with Him. 

This is how God is making all things new. For the Jew, the Gentile, the master, the 

slave, the rich, the poor, male and female. 

“And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to 

me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty 

I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers 

will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son” (Re 21:5–7). 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  

Amen. 
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