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Perspectives  
Sunday, Palm Sunday, Year C 

Deuteronomy 32:36-39; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:1-23:56 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

What is the purpose of this Lenten season?  Why do we go through these forty days 

of fasting, prayer, extra services, devotions, reading plans, or whatever you are doing to 

bolster your spiritual journey as a Christian.   

If you are doing those things, you probably have a better idea of what Lent is than 

those who do not do those things. 

But, either way.  Here is one word, that I think is a good summary, or key, to what 

Lent is and why we do what we do.  That word is PERSPECTIVE. 

In art, perspective is the skill or technique of taking a two dimensional painting, and 

giving the perception that what you are looking at is three dimensional.  It has the illusion 

of depth and distance, shape and substance.  If you look at paintings of landscapes you 

will see mountains and trees that appear far off, some that are closer, and then some with 

great detail that appear to be right in front of you.  Yet, in reality, they are all the same 

distance from your eyes, on a flat surface.  That, in art, is perspective.  It is an illusion.  It 

is a way of appearing, a way of looking at something. 

It changes a flat two dimensional object and makes it look real and alive. 

That, in a way, is Lent.  When we hear the passion of our Lord, it can appear kind of 

flat; two dimensional.  It is a story of long ago, in a place far away, by people who are long 

gone.  We can’t smell the dust as it is kicked up by the disciples feet as they walk 

alongside Jesus.  We can’t feel the warmth of the sun as it beats down on them.  We can’t 
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see the sweat on their brow, not just from the sun, but by the stress of the things that are 

happening during Holy Week. 

So, we do certain things during Lent, we add smells and rituals.  We remove sounds 

and songs.  We are looking for some perspective.  We are looking to make that two 

dimensional story, those words written on flat pages… we are looking to make it come 

alive, to see it in a fuller way. 

This is why we had the Procession of Palms this morning, to imitate in some way, 

what happened as Holy Week began. 

It is why we had such a long Gospel reading this morning (and I picked the shorter 

one for today), so we can see the full scope and context of Jesus’ passion.  We will hear 

some of it again on Good Friday. 

But, even beyond today, we have hymns that certainly try to add perspective, “Were 

you there when they crucified my Lord…sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble…were you there when they crucified my Lord.” (LSB 456). 

“Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, see Him dying on the tree!  ‘Tis the Christ, by man 

rejected; Yes, my soul, ‘tis He, ‘tis He…” (LSB 451). 

“Go do dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; Your Redeemer’s conflict 

see, Watch with Him on bitter hour; Turn not from His griefs away; Learn from Jesus 

Christ to pray” (LSB 436). 

All of those hymns attempt to change your perspective, they try to draw you in to 

the story, to put you there in the Garden of Gethsemane, at the Cross of Jesus, staring up 

at the blood dripping from His head, back, hands, feet and side. 
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But, that is not the only thing they are trying to do.  They don’t just want you to 

stand at the foot of the cross and see Jesus’ suffering.  Know, they want to change your 

perspective even further. 

They want you to see that what is happening to Jesus in the Garden, before Pilate, 

on the cross, in the tomb… they don’t just want you to be witnesses of those things, but to 

see that those things were done for you.  You are the reason that Jesus went through 

those things. 

Lent is an attempt to change our perspective.  Yes, through all of these things, and 

through various disciplines like fasting, prayer, devotion, etc. 

But, there are things that help us to keep that perspective beyond Lent.  The Lord’s 

Supper, which was given on Maundy Thursday, during Holy Week, is celebrated each week, 

to help us keep that perspective that what Jesus has done is ‘for you.’  “Take eat… take 

drink… given and shed, FOR YOU, FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.” 

Confession and Absolution, too, helps us keep that perspective that what Jesus did 

during Holy Week is still very much for us today.  The pastor, speaking on behalf of Christ, 

and by His authority, gives the gift of what Christ did some 2000 years ago. 

And, this is a beautiful thing.  There is a difference between forgiveness being won, 

which Jesus did 2000 years ago by His death and resurrection, and forgiveness being 

given, which happens every single Sunday in Word and Sacrament.  Forgiveness didn’t 

stop at the cross.  It didn’t stop at the tomb entrance (or in Jesus’ case, the tomb exit…).  

It continues and is distributed to you through the means of grace. 
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St. Paul reminds us of this today.  In his letter to the church in Philippi, he writes a 

letter of joy, comfort, and peace.  And, today, St. Paul speaks much that we echo in our 

creeds.  In fact, you could almost say that our epistle reading today is a creed, a 

confession, a statement of belief. 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made 

himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men” (v. 5-7).   

Sounds a lot like, “And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 

by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man” (Nicene Creed, 2nd Art.). 

Then you have verses 8-9, which very much echo the next part of the Creed about 

Jesus’ suffering and death. 

These things are what we believe, teach, and confess. 

But, Paul goes further, as does the Creed.  He wants to change our perspective.  He 

wants us to look beyond this life which, in some ways, is two dimensional.  He wants us to 

look to God, to eternity.  It is from this perspective that he wants us to view the world. 

What Jesus accomplished, wasn’t just for this life, but, most importantly, for the life 

to come.  Jesus will return. The Creed confesses this, Paul, here today, proclaims this.  We, 

too, profess this. 
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Jesus has been exalted, He has ascended.  He sits at the right hand of God.  And He 

will come again, to judge the living and the dead.  And “every tongue will then confess,” 

along with us, “that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (v. 10). 

Friends, it is this perspective that marks a Christian.  It is this perspective that adds 

depth and dimension to our hum-drum, two dimensional, lives here and now.  It gives a 

glimpse of the three dimensional reality of a life that is not just birth and death, but a life 

that also includes rebirth and eternal life. 

This is what Lent gives to us.  It shows us the flaws of this fallen and broken world 

and shifts our perspective from ourselves.  It shows us that we have a God who loves us, 

not because we are good, but in spite of our sinfulness.  “…but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Ro. 5:8). 

Now, there is a beautiful picture. 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  

Amen. 
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YOU CAN NOW LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE: 

Website: 
www.FirstLutheranTahlequah.org/sermons 
 
Service Livestream: 
www.facebook.com/FLCTahlequah 
 
Podcast: 
https://anchor.fm/FLCTahlequah 
 
Amazon Alexa:  
“Alexa. Play the podcast, ‘First Lutheran Church Sermons.’” 


