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Dialup Declaration 
Sunday, The Baptism of Our Lord, Year C 

Isaiah 43:1-7; Romans 6:1-11; Luke 3:15-22 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

R.C. Sproul, a Presbyterian theologian, and one who was very influential on me as a 

teenager once said, “What we celebrate at Christmas is not so much the birth of a baby, 

but the incarnation of God Himself.” 

This quote struck me as it came up on my Facebook timeline.  Unlike most stuff on 

social media, this one actually made me think.  Is he right?  Is Christmas not about the 

birth of a baby?  Well, I suppose that babies are born every day.  And, while each life is, in 

itself, a miracle.  It is not uncommon, or overly significant.  But, I’ll not say anything else, 

because I really do not want to diminish the gift of life that our Creator grants to us.  But, 

I think you get my point.  Babies are born every day.   

So, I think Dr. Sproul is right.  Christmas isn’t about the birth of a baby.  So, then, 

why do we celebrate Christmas?  Well, he’s right on that point, too.  Christmas is about 

the incarnation of God Himself.  God in the flesh.  God bowing down to touch humanity by 

becoming one of us.  The Creator becoming a creature.  Flesh and blood.  Hunger and 

pain.  Thirst and want.  Grief and joy.  Tears and laughter.  Human. 

That, really is, the point of Christmas. 

The season of Epiphany, however, is less about God being man, but about seeing 

that man, Jesus, as God.  That is such a profound thought, I’ll say it again, because it is 

also the lynchpin for the rest of my sermon, so I don’t want you to miss it.  The season of 

Epiphany is less about God being man, but about seeing that man, Jesus, as God. 
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Last Thursday, the Feast of the Epiphany, has the Magi going to see the baby Jesus.  

It is sometimes called, the “Gentile Christmas”, because the Magi were the first Gentiles in 

the record of Scripture to go and bow down, worship, and celebrate the Christ child. 

Did they know the full significance of that child?  Doubtful.  They knew He was the 

King of the Jews, but what else did they know?  They knew that He had been prophesied 

about and that the heavens declared His birth.  So, they apparently knew more than 

Herod did.  But, did they understand the concept of the Messiah?  The Savior?  Did they 

understand, as John the Baptist did, that He would be the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sins of the whole world?  I doubt it.   

Even the disciples would wrestle with that whole idea of Messiah.  They wouldn’t 

figure out either, until after Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 

But, just because they didn’t understand it, doesn’t mean that God didn’t proclaim 

it.  Because, He did. 

God had sent John the Baptizer to proclaim the arrival of the Messiah; the Christ.  

John preached that the one promised by the prophets had come.  “Behold, the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand,” he would proclaim (Mt. 3:2). 

And, today, we get to see how close at hand the kingdom of heaven really was. 

Probably due to John’s preaching that the kingdom was at hand, there were some, 

that believed he was the Christ; the Messiah.   

John had to clear it up for them, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier 

than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and with fire” (v16). 
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John straight up tells the people that he is not the Christ.  But, the Christ is coming 

and, actually is already there.  

As John is baptizing the people, Jesus shows up.  And, after Jesus is baptized, we 

have another incarnation.  Not the incarnation of Jesus, but the incarnation of the Holy 

Spirit, “the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, 

like a dove” (v. 21b-22a). 

The heavens were opened – the opening of the heavens was not too unlike a dialup 

connection to the internet.  Do you remember the days of dial up?  AOL and the terrible 

noise that would come from your computer as it connected to the server via the phone 

line?  Do you know what that terrible sound was called?  It was called the ‘handshake’ as 

your computer and that distant computer shook hands and identified each other and 

formed a relationship through which information would be exchanged.  When the 

Scriptures say, “the heavens were opened” it is the handshake between heaven and earth.  

There is a connection being formed and a relationship established.   

Now, I don’t really want to continue that internet metaphor, but … look at the 

information being downloaded. 

The Holy Spirit descended on Him – the Holy Spirit incarnated, not as a human, but 

as a dove.  The Greek and Hebrew words translated as ‘spirit’ share a lot in common.  

They both can mean, spirit, wind, or breath, all having to do with air in some way.  So, 

isn’t it fitting that the Holy Spirit is incarnated in a form that utilizes the air.  The Holy 

Spirit, as a dove, descends, through the air, onto Jesus. 
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Jesus, the incarnate one, is being exalted as more than just any other human being.  

He is being anointed by the Holy Spirit, ordained for ministry, set aside for a special 

mission.  It is the Holy Spirit who marks Him in this way. 

But, the grand finale of this text is the thunderous voice of God that makes the 

proclamation, “You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased”.  With those words, 

John is automatically excluded as the Christ, Jesus is exalted, not just as the Christ, the 

anointed one, but as the Son of God Himself. 

Jesus is the heir of heaven, the Son of the Most High, the Prince of Peace… 

The Father announces that Jesus is favored, He is pleased with Him.  And, as His 

Son, He has authority. 

All of this will soon be tested by Satan himself, when Jesus is wisked away into the 

wilderness to be tested and proven as God’s Son, the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed 

One. 

This, then, is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  This is why He was born.  This is why 

He came into the flesh.  Not to be forever the cute little baby in a manger, but to be the 

anointed Son of God, who died on the cross, rose from the dead, and ascended back to His 

rightful place at the right hand of His Father in the throne room of heaven. 

This is the beginning of His mission for you.  To be the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sins of the world.   

The season of Epiphany, which means to reveal, will reveal to us the mission of 

Jesus.  To make things right between man and God.  To be the perfect sacrifice, rescuing 

us from sin, death and the devil.  To open the door for us to stand before God, to call Him 
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our Father, to pray to Him, worship Him, and to share in that mission of Jesus.  Through 

our baptism, we, too, are anointed and made sons of God. 

In this way, we receive the Holy Spirit, receive the name of our God, become heirs 

to His kingdom, receive the benefits of all that Jesus accomplished, being crucified, buried 

and risen with Him, and, now, sharing in His mission of revealing Him to the world. 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  

Amen. 
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