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Getting Desperate  
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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Desperation is a common theme throughout Scripture.  And, why not?  Is it not a 

theme throughout history?  Is it not a theme woven in and out of our own lives? 

The last few weeks we have seen, in great detail, desperation, powerlessness, 

helplessness, and borderline hopelessness.  We have seen great faith, weak faith, and 

misplaced faith; “I believe; help my unbelief.” 

I found this good illustration of faith that, I think, brings into focus what we have 

been learning from St. Mark that last few weeks.  This comes from a book from Rev. 

Bryan Wolfmueller.  He says, “Imagine two men come to a frozen river. One has very 

strong faith in the ice, and he drives his snowmobile right across. The other man has very 

weak faith in the ice. He crawls very slowly and carefully across the river. Both men make 

it to the other side, not because their faith was strong or weak, but because the river was 

frozen solid. They come back two weeks later. The man with strong faith drives his 

snowmobile onto the ice, crashes through, and sinks to the bottom of the river. The other 

man gets halfway across before the ice below him breaks, and he also falls in. Both men 

fell into the river, not because of their faith (or lack of faith), but because the ice was 

paper thin. So it is with faith. It is not the strength of our faith but the object of our faith 

that matters” (Bryan Wolfmueller, “A Martyr’s Faith in a Faithless World” p. 77).  
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Both men exhibit the same amount of faith in each instance.  One shows great faith, 

the other weak faith.  The problem was the object of their faith.  In one instance the ice 

was strong, in the other instance the ice was weak. 

Unlike the changing ice, Scripture is clear that God does not change.  The object of 

our faith is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Billy Graham once had a friend from college.  Billy Graham had an idea to start a 

magazine and talked to his friend, Carl F.H. Henry about it.  Mr. Henry responded to Rev. 

Graham’s idea and would become the founding editor of the magazine, “Christianity 

Today.” 

Once at a gathering in honor of the liberal theologian Karl Barth, Barth learned that 

Mr. Henry was present.  When introduced to Mr. Henry, Barth snarked, “Did you say you 

were the editor of ‘Christianity today’ or ‘Christianity yesterday’?” 

To which Carl Henry replied, “Yesterday… Today… and forever.” 

There is a confidence in the fact that God does not change.  Even though we want 

Him to.   

We want God to affirm our affections, to laud our lusts, to prefer our passions… We 

want a god who simply tells us our sins are okay.  Look at our world that tells us that, as 

Christians, we are not allowed to judge.  This is not Scriptural.  But, most Christians do 

not have the Biblical literacy, the wisdom, or knowledge to counter this erroneous 

proposition. 
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We are called to judge.  God gave us the Law, He gave us commandments, in order 

to judge right from wrong, good from evil, sin from sanctification.  Not to mention, that 

those who say, “You can’t judge”, just by saying that, are, in fact, making a judgment.   

We are called to judge.  But, unlike the world, we are called to judge rightly.  We are 

called not to be hypocrites, saying one thing and doing another. 

The world doesn’t want a God that judges.  They do not want people who judge 

them, either.  If you tell me that I’m a sinner, that makes me feel bad.  Don’t make me 

feel bad. 

Today, we see a judgmental Jesus.  This is unfortunate for a world that wishes to 

create Jesus in their own image. Instead, they get a Jesus who draws a line, takes a stand, 

and gives us a very strict rule to live by. 

What is that rule?  Don’t sin.  That’s it.  Don’t sin. 

Unfortunately, we sin often and intentionally.  We sin and call it good.  But, as we’ve 

said before, “Sin does not want to be sin.  It wants to be righteous.”   

The world, influenced by the lies and deceit of the Devil, have mastered this.  They 

are proud of their sin and even have parades in order to gain approval for their 

wickedness. 

But, today, Jesus reminds us of just how serious our sinfulness is.  Our sin can 

NEVER be righteous.  No matter how much we attempt to justify our behavior. 

The world would tell us, “You can’t judge me.  Only God can judge me.”  And, to 

that, we should reply, “To have God judge you should scare the literal Hell out of you.”  As 

Jesus is quoted in St. Matthew’s Gospel, “And do not fear those who kill the body but 
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cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 

10:28). 

If only we would take sin as serious as Jesus does this morning, “42 Whoever causes 

one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great 

millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand 

causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands 

to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 

better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your 

eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one 

eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell,48 ‘where their worm does not die and the 

fire is not quenched.” 

This should make us uncomfortable.  And, this is good.  We should be 

uncomfortable, because the problem is that we have become too comfortable with our sin 

and self righteousness.  We have become comfortable excusing our sins, justifying 

ourselves, and declaring our sinfulness and pride as “not that bad”. 

Instead, Jesus demonstrates for us the seriousness of our sin.  The desperation we 

should feel in our own soul at the total disregard that we have for Him, His Law, and His 

design for our humanity. 

When I was in Jr. High, the step-father of a friend of mine was into Civil War 

reenacting.  So, my friend and I also got involved.  In fact, I still have my uniform.  

Unfortunately, it has shrunk quite a bit hanging in the closet.  Not sure how that happens. 
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But, one of the things I learned through doing reenactments was how many of the 

reenactors were concerned with authenticity.  

I remember one reenactment, down in Atoka.  We camped there for a couple of days 

over a weekend.  There were merchants with covered wagons and tents.  There was even 

a ‘hospital tent’.  And, as gross as it was, guess what was in buckets outside that tent?  

Even though they were fake, it was still gross.  The buckets were full of what were 

supposed to be amputated arms, legs, hands and feet. 

It was common to amputate limbs during that war.  The use of lead bullets caused 

sever damage as that soft metal would spread out upon impact; shattering bones, tearing 

flesh…. But, the main problem was gangrene.  A flesh eating infection.  The only way they 

could get rid of it and keep it from spreading throughout the body was to amputate the 

whole limb. 

Gross?  Yes.  Needful?  Yes.  Life saving?  Yes.  Gross?  Yes.  (Did I already say 

that?) 

Needless to say, that was a haunting experience that has stuck with me.  The 

seriousness of the suffering of the soldiers on both sides of that war.  This is where my 

mind goes when I read this text today. 

“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.”  Otherwise, if you don’t stop it, the 

disease may spread to the rest of your body. 

I do not think Jesus was literal in His exhortation to lop off limbs.  But, I think His 

point is well received.  Sin is serious. 
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And, if you are the cause of that sin, if you allow that sin, if you encourage that sin, 

if you praise, celebrate and promote that sin and cause others, especially the little ones to 

fall into that same trap, then, just like a sinful limb, it is better that a millstone be tied 

around your neck and you be discarded. 

Harsh? Maybe.  Judgmental? Maybe.  But, it should never be done out of anything 

but love for others. 

How desperate do your sins make you?  How much sorrow is brought on by your 

rebellion against God?  How much remorse is there in your soul over the wrongfulness of 

your thoughts, words and deeds? 

IF your eternity depended on it, would you cut off a hand?  A foot?  Remove an eye? 

In a few weeks, we will see a rich young man who was unwilling to give up his 

wealth in order to gain eternity.  Would you?  

Would you give up your wealth?  Would you give up your limbs?  To what lengths 

would you go to gain eternity? 

How about this; Jesus gave up His whole life for eternity.  He was so distraught over 

sin that He was willing to die in order to gain eternal life.  No, it wasn’t His sin that caused 

Him such distress; it was yours.  No, it wasn’t eternal life for Himself that troubled Him, it 

was yours. 

Jesus did what you are unwilling and unable to do. 

Jesus was desperate, too.  Desperate to make things right between you and your 

Heavenly Father.  Thank God that He so loved the world that He sent His only begotten 

Son… 
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Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  

Amen. 
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