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Dog Lady  
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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

“And [Jesus] said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take 

the children's bread and throw it to the dogs” (Mark 7:27). 

Poor woman.  Goodness gracious.  It seems as if almost everything was 

stacked against her.   

Her daughter was possessed by an evil spirit; a demon.  Many of us who have 

had children know the pain and agony we feel when our child is ill.  I’m not sure 

there is a more hopeless, helpless, scary or miserable feeling.  And, the more 

serious the illness, the greater our distress. 

This woman’s daughter was possessed by a fallen angel.  One of the angelic 

host who turned against our God, the Creator of us and them.  It had taken hold of 

her.  A dark and evil power.  Imagine the helplessness, hopelessness, and 

desperation her mother must have felt. 
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But, she does the right thing, she goes to Jesus.  St. Mark writes that she falls 

down at His feet, “And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter” (v. 

26b). 

Do you get a sense of her desperation?  Her fear? 

But, then the only one who can help her, seemingly rejects her.  “[Jesus] said 

to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children’s bread 

and throw it to the dogs” (v. 27). 

Wait…what?!?!  Jesus calls this poor woman a dog.  At least, however, He 

calls her a “κυνάριον,” which means puppy, or house dog, instead of calling her a 

wild dog that roams the streets taking whatever it can get. 

But, still… ouch.  Imagine your God, once hearing your prayer for help, turns 

to you and says, “Sorry, there are others in line before you.  You’ll have to wait.  

We’ll feed the children first, then we’ll feed you dogs whatever is left over.  NOW 

GIT!!!” 

That would be one way of interpreting this.  But, I do not think it is what is 

actually going on here. 

Jesus calls her a dog, because that is what Jews would call her.  She was, a 

Hellenist, that is actually the Greek word behind St. Mark calling her a ‘Gentile’.   



 

3 
 

The Jews had little regard for the Gentiles.  They were not Jews, they were 

like dogs.  They were typically considered as crass, crude, rude and rowdy.  Much 

like the dogs that would roam the streets.  So, Jews would call these people ‘dogs.’ 

Jesus simply calls her a name that she was probably used to being called.  He 

wasn’t singling her out, as if her request had greatly offended Him. 

But, also, remember, our reading today follows directly after our reading from 

last week where Jesus goes against the Jews and calls all foods clean.  He smacks 

the Jews with that and they were surely offended. 

But, I want you to notice something else, that I think, is often overlooked in 

this text.  We see that the woman seemingly gets beaten down.  We see this, 

probably, because of both our modern sensibilities (you just don’t treat women that 

way).  But, also, because we can both sympathize and empathize with her. 

We feel sorry for her, and that, in our modern age goes a long way in psyche.  

We feel for the, pardon the pun, ‘under dog’.  We cheer for those who are beaten 

down.  I mean, have you seen those, ASPCA commercials, with the starving dogs 

and the soft music that just pulls at your heartstrings.  Other than being manipulated 

by it, we truly do feel sorry for those animals.  They have no one to help them.  
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They have been neglected, mistreated, rejected… It is the same for this dog lady.  

We feel for her.  She has a need and is apparently being rejected. 

I feel it.  I feel for her, and I know what it feels like. 

But, there is something else that we have missed here.  And it is in the first 

verse, second sentence, “And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, 

yet he could not be hidden” (v. 24b). 

We feel sorry for the woman whose daughter is suffering at the hands of a 

demon, whose fear and desperation drives her to this Jewish rabbi for help, and gets 

rejected.   

But, we don’t feel sorry, really at all, for Jesus, who just wanted to be left 

alone for a bit. 

Feel sorry for Jesus?  Yes, I say it this way on purpose.  I want to get a 

reaction from you.  Doesn’t Jesus deserve some alone time, too?  Doesn’t Jesus 

deserve to get what He wants, too?  Why do we feel for this woman who has a 

need, but could care less about Jesus who also has a need that doesn’t get met? 

Jesus, as a man, was probably physically, mentally, and emotionally 

exhausted.  Who will help Him get what He needs? 
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Yes, I am being facetious.  But, notice the similarities between this woman 

and Jesus.   

She comes to Jesus in humility, falling on her knees, because her daughter is 

possessed by evil. 

Jesus comes to us in humility, born in a barn, because God’s children are 

possessed by evil. 

She is an outsider and looked on with hate. 

Jesus is an outsider and looked on with hate. 

She pleads with Him and is rejected. 

Jesus pleads with us and is rejected. 

Yet, because of her actions, her daughter receives healing. 

And, because of His actions, God’s children receive healing. 

The woman, in the end, gets what she desperately needed.  Her faith and 

humility are rewarded.  Her God, through His Son, heals her daughter.  And, the 

world has seen it.  This even of some 2000 years ago, is here, present for us, today.  

Her pain was turned to joy. 

In the end, Jesus will get what He wants, too.  Yes, He is still, after 2000 

years, still waiting.  His desire for all people to come to Him will not be realized.  
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There are many who have, who are, and who will continue to reject Him and treat 

Him and His people like a dog, and not the cuddly little bundles of fur who have 

warm wet tongues and that distinctive puppy breath.  Instead, He was treated like an 

undesired, unwanted, nuisance of a dog.  The kind that kills your chickens, digs 

through your garbage, chases your cat, snaps at you as you pass by… the dog that 

no one wants around. 

When, in reality, it was the people who mistreated that woman who were the 

dogs.  It is the same with those who come after Jesus and those who belong to Him. 

As David writes about Jesus in Psalm 22, “For dogs encompass me; a 

company of evildoers encirles me; they have pierce my hands and my feet…” 

“Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog!” 

(Psalm 22:16, 20). 

Jesus suffered at the hands of evil people, just like this woman, just like you.  

Jesus suffered at the hands of the devil and his cohort, just like this woman, just like 

you.  Jesus suffered, just like this woman, just like you. 

But, in the end, Jesus was victorious, just like this woman, and just like you.  

Just like that Syrophoenician woman, He will get what He desires; you. 
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In many ways, this woman, Jesus, and you want the same thing.  We all want 

peace, we all want to fit in, we all want to belong, we all want to get along, we all 

want to be rid of pain and suffering, we all want to be reunited with our God.   

Our hearts, by faith, cry out to God.  We know we are dogs.  We even say as 

much in our confession.  I know you know the words, but I want you to hear them, 

“Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.” 

But, just as He, out of His love and mercy, even for the outcast, aided the dog 

lady, He comes to us and by His servant, your pastor, He proclaims to you, 

“Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit”. 
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Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 
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