
 

1 
 

Beautiful Savior  
Sunday  Pentecost 12, Year B 

Proverbs 9: 1 – 10; Ephesians 5: 6 – 21; John 6: 51 – 69 
August 15, 2021 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Jesus is a beautiful lady.  No, don’t leave yet.  I have not gone ‘Woke”.  I’m simply 

making a comparison like I did last week when we said that Jesus was gross.  And, 

hopefully, by the end, you believed me.  I hope the same for today. 

This last weekend, Lora, the boys, and I went down to my hometown and visited 

family.  As we left to head back home, I pointed out a particular building in town; the 

community center. 

I, somewhat tongue in cheek, told the boys that I had danced with a lot of pretty 

girls in that building.  Needless to say, Lora glared at me.  But, then I clarified. 

In Jr. High, it seemed that every young lady in my class decided they wanted 

‘dances’ for their birthday parties.  So, most of the kids from our class of about 30 would 

pile into that community center.  Their mom’s would prepare all the food and cake.  Dad’s 

were usually the official DJ for the night. 

So, yes, we were under fairly consistent observation.  And, as JR. High dances go, 

most of the time the boys stood one side of the room and the girls were huddled on the 

other.  Most of us were too scared and awkward to ask the other to actually dance. 

In our Old Testament reading, we have Lady Wisdom, who we read to be none other 

than Jesus.  St. Paul says in Colossians, “ [Jesus] in whom are hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2:3).  And Wisdom herself says, “The Lord possessed me at 

the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of old” (Prov 8:22) and “…when he marked 
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out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was 

daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and 

delighting in the children of man (Prov 8:29–31).  Sounds a lot like Jesus, doesn’t it? 

Jesus is the Wisdom of God.  He is the Word of God, as St. John the Evangelist 

writes, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God” (Jn. 1:1). 

So, I think it is safe to say, that Jesus is Lady Wisdom. 

Later on in Proverbs, we get to meet another woman, Dame Folly.  Dame Folly is 

likened to a prostitute who entices those who walk by.  She offers them all kinds of 

pleasures; stolen food and drink, which, according to her, tastes better when consumed in 

secret.  Yet, these things, once one is hooked, will destroy them. 

But, Lady Wisdom, on the other hand, offers things that lead to life. 

I can’t help but think of my grandmother who passed last year.  We called her Mimi.  

My brothers and I would stay with my Mimi and Papa during the summer months, in 

between school terms.  Mimi always made sure we were well fed. 

Even when older, when we would visit, she made sure that we had food.  Even if we 

told her we had already eaten, she would provide food “for the trip home”. 

Her food, while always good, was provided with love and in abundance. 

That is Lady Wisdom.  She provides food that nourishes, without shame, without 

guilt, without secrecy.  Have some now… take some with you… you will not be hungry. 

The crazy thing about Lady Wisdom is that anyone who pulls into her drive way, 

who heeds her invitation is a fool. 
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Not a fool to heed her call, but a fool nonetheless.  Everything about Jesus is foolish.  

Hehe, there I go again, being provocative.  But, isn’t that what Scripture says?  St. Paul 

writes, “we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles” (1 Cor 

1:23).  But, listen to how Paul finishes that verse, “but to those who are called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor 1:24) 

“Christ the power of God and the WISDOM of God.” 

There is nothing but foolishness in God’s love for us.  It doesn’t really make any 

sense.  Here you are, a sinner, a rebellious teenager, an awkward Jr. High kid, and God 

invites you to dance, yet you stay huddled in the corner.   

You are a fool not to dance with her.  But, if you dance with her, you may show 

yourself a fool through your awkward movements that you pass off as dancing. 

Either way, you are a fool.  But, you can be a fool by yourself, or you can let Lady 

Wisdom teach you to dance. 

Lady Wisdom, Jesus, invites us to dance, invites us to belong to Him.  We are a fool 

if we walk away, huddled in the corner in fear.  Yet, we are also a fool, in the eyes of the 

world, if we take Him up on His invitation.   

Almost a literal “damned if you do, damned if you don’t” scenario. 

But, the one who answers the invitation and is able to be reproved, rebuked, 

corrected, called to repentance and faith… that person is wise, and will be made even 

wiser. 

So, what can I say to you?  Dance?  Yes, dance!  Dance with Lady Wisdom who 

beckons to you.  Dance with Jesus who calls you because His Father has given you to Him. 
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But, just like those Jr. High birthday parties, don’t just dance; eat.  Jesus is the 

bread of life.  He is what sustains both our body and our soul.  Today, Jesus tells us, “I am 

the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live 

forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh” (Jn. 6:51). 

We could easily tie this to the Lord’s Supper.  And, we would not be too far off if we 

did.  But, what is more important is that Jesus says, specifically that the bread from 

heaven is Himself.  Even more plainly, it is His flesh.  His body.  His life.  He gives Himself 

for the life of the world. 

Yes, the Lord’s Supper looks backward to this fact.  The fact that Jesus has come in 

the flesh, and He gives that flesh so that you might live, even now.  In the Supper we 

share in that fact, for sure. 

But, isn’t that foolish?  Jesus’ body is in the Supper?  His flesh passes into the tomb 

of our lips, whipped about with our tongue, crushed by our teeth, swallowed down into the 

pit of our stomach.  The humiliation of it.  The foolishness to believe that we would do 

such a thing to our God. 

But, that is God in the flesh.  That is Emmanuel, God with us.  That is Jesus being 

gross. 

The wise person grabs a hold of this.  Not because it makes sense.  But, because 

that is what Wisdom herself has given to us.  She rebukes us.  She sustains us.  Jesus is a 

beautiful lady. 

So, dance.  Eat.  And celebrate!  The purpose of those birthday parties was to 

celebrate the birth of a particular individual.  The party was in their honor.  In this case, 
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the roles are reversed.  We don’t celebrate Jesus, but He celebrates us; “Just so, I tell you, 

there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Lk 15:10).  “But the 

father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring 

on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat 

and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And 

they began to celebrate” (Lk 15:22–24). 

Luther says this in the Small Catechism, concerning the Lord’s Supper:  

“Who receives this sacrament worthily? 

Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is 

truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins.” 

But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and 

unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe.” 

Friends, many in Christianity have it wrong.  Christianity is not about you. The Bible 

is not about you.  The B-I-B-L-E is not, as I have heard, “Basic Instructions Before Leaving 

Earth.”  I’ll say it again.  It isn’t about you.  Instead, it is all about Jesus.  It is about Lady 

Wisdom, who calls you.  It is all about answering her invitation.  It is all about Jesus.  Yes, 

it is all about Jesus “for you”.  Jesus is a beautiful Savior. 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  

Amen. 
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YOU CAN NOW LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE: 

Website: 
www.FirstLutheranTahlequah.org/sermons 
 
Service Livestream: 
www.facebook.com/FLCTahlequah 
 
Podcast: 
https://anchor.fm/FLCTahlequah 
 
Amazon Alexa:  
“Alexa. Play the podcast, ‘First Lutheran Church Sermons.’” 


