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That Ain’t  No Ordinary Rainbow 
Ninth  Sunday after Pentecost, Year B 

Genesis 9:8-17; Ephesians 3:14-21; Mark 6:45-56 
July 25, 2021 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

A couple of years ago, while on vacation, my family and I discovered Noah’s Ark.  It 

was in Kentucky.  Okay, we didn’t discover it.  And, it wasn’t the real Ark.  It was, 

however, a massive boat, built to scale.  It was enormous.  It was one of those things that 

will leave an impression.  The size was overwhelming, awesome, and amazing.   

Once inside that massive ship, your could get a sense of what it must have been 

like.  Of course, most of what was inside was speculation, as we don’t have any record of 

how life was in there for the 300 plus days.  But, you can imagine, standing in the bottom 

of the ship and looking up, how it must have rocked on those tumultuous waters.  

Thankfully, I’ve never been on the water in a storm.  And, certainly not one of that 

magnitude.  But, one thing about being in the Ark, if you were Noah, was the fact that you 

knew you were safe.  God had designed that boat.  He had commissioned it.  And, I guess, 

in a way, He Christened it. 

God had brought the animals, and He had sealed the door.  With all of that care on 

God’s part, Noah must have had some reassurance as the boat heaved and hoed.   

Then, to come out of the boat, to see the animals disperse.  To worship God on the 

mountain, not in Kentucky, on which the ship landed.  Then, that same God, who had 

given that forecast for the rain, the blueprints for the Ark, and who had kept them safe, 

makes another promise; “I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 

covenant between me and the earth… When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
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remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that 

is on the earth” (Genesis 9:13, 16). 

Notice that God never mentions a rainbow.  There is no ancient Hebrew word for 

rainbow.  Instead, He uses the word, (ת שֶׁ  bow.  And, a bow is a weapon.  A weapon used ,(קֶֶׁ֫

for warfare or for hunting.  It has not peaceful use.  It is designed to kill. 

God had just cleansed the Earth.  Evil had been wiped out.  God had been at war 

with humanity and His creation.  Evil was vanquished.  Humanity, which had turned 

against Him, turned on each other, and lived to serve only itself, was conquered. 

Now, peace could reign.  So, what does God do as a sign for Noah and for all of 

humanity that would come in the future?  He hangs up His bow.  He hangs it in a place 

that is appropriate for the Creator.  He hangs it in the clouds.  It is a sign that God will no 

longer wage war against humanity like He had done.   

He has hung up His instrument of war for all to see as a reminder.  A reminder that 

“When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth” (Genesis 9:16). 

What a comfort that must have been for Noah and his family.  What a comfort that 

has been to much of humanity since then.  What a comfort that should be for you and me.  

To see the light refracted by tiny droplets of water in the sky.  Light and water working 

together to show God’s mercy and the salvation of those who trust in Him. 

Light and water.  Yes, scientifically, that is all a rainbow is; just light and water.  

Two lowly, common, everyday, ordinary things, but used in a completely extraordinary 

way; to paint a picture in the sky of the war bow of our God, hung to show peace and 
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mercy.  One picture takes faith in order to see the miracle.  The other, takes a denial of 

faith.  But, the picture remains.  The covenant remains.  God’s mercy remains.  His 

steadfast love remains. 

The disciples get a glimpse of it in Jesus.  Jesus sends the disciples back to Bethsaida 

after they feed the 5000+ people on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus, Himself, 

remains behind, alone, to go and pray. 

While on the sea, the disciples face some difficulty.  The wind is against them, which 

means their sails are of no use.  They are struggling.  Then, somewhere between 3 and 6 

in the morning, the fourth watch of the night, they see something on the water.  But, 

what is it.  It is hard to make out in the darkness.  Is it another boat?  No, that’s not it.  

Then what is it?  It was coming straight for them.  It looks like a person.  It’s a ghost!!!  

(Cue Ghostbusters theme song). 

The disciples were afraid.  They were petrified.  They cry out in fear.  Then, 

whatever it is speaks, “Take heart; it is I.  Do not be afraid.”  It’s Jesus!  Phew.  And, He 

gets into the boat with them and the wind ceases. 

One of the interesting things here, and there are a few interesting things, is that 

Mark writes that Jesus “came to them,” but then turns right around and says that “He 

meant to pass by them.” 

That “He meant to pass by them,” conjures up some Old Testament memories.  

Perhaps this is just coincidence on how Mark wrote it, but, boy does it make an impact to 

anyone who knows their Old Testament. 
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It makes me think of when Moses was on the mountain, and hid in the cleft of the 

rock as the LORD ‘passed by’.  Moses only got to see a glimpse of God as He ‘passed by’.  

The glory of God is too much to behold. 

But, the most obvious, and the biggest thought of God “passing by” was the first 

“Passover”, during the tenth plague of Egypt: the plague of the firstborn. 

The Passover was another show of both God’s destructive power against evil, and His 

love and care for those who have faith in Him.   

God had demanded that the Pharaoh let the Israelite people go; to free them from 

slavery.  Pharaoh had refused, several times.  And, with each refusal, God sent a plague to 

show His displeasure toward the Egyptians, but also show His people that He was fighting 

for them. 

Finally, God had had enough.  Pharaoh wasn’t budging.  Much like the people of 

Noah’s day, his heart was hard.  He was set against the God of Moses. So, God demanded 

the firstborn of all who were in Egypt. 

The only way out was to slaughter a lamb, smear the blood around the door of your 

home, and the angel would “Passover” and not take the firstborn of those inside. 

And, here is Jesus, who had intended to ‘pass by’ the disciples as they struggled on 

the water.  Yet, when He saw their struggle, He relented.  He went to them, spoke to 

them, comforted them, climbed into the boat with them, and calmed the wind. 

So, we have two stories of salvation in a boat; Noah and the disciples.  Of course, I 

suppose we could add ours, too.  As you know, you are sitting in the Nave.  God has 

extended His mercy and grace to you, too.   
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In another miracle of water, God has come to you through the waters of Holy 

Baptism.  He has calmed the wind; by giving to you His Holy Spirit.  He has comforted 

you; by washing away your sin.  He has given to you faith and made a covenant with you; 

marking you as one of His own. 

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 

might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in 

which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not 

obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, 

in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, 

which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

having been subjected to him” (1 Peter 3:18–4:1). 

Just like when God used the flood to cleanse the earth and start again, baptism is 

shows us that God can, and does, cleanse us.  And, like the rainbow, baptism is a sign that 

God will Passover your sin, but will not pass by you as continue to trust in Him.  His bow is 

no longer set against you.  The blood of Christ covers you.   

With this we can shout the words of St. Paul this morning, “For this reason I bow 

my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 

16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 

power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to 
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comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 

19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all 

the fullness of God. 

20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 

according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  

Amen. 
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