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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

I will tell you this up front.  Being a pastor is scary. 

There is a lot of self doubt.  When people don’t show up for this or that, perhaps it is 

because of something I did or said.  Maybe, they just don’t like me.  Perhaps, I failed them in some 

way in which I am not aware. 

When I talk with people who seem to be excited about the faith and/or joining the church, 

and then they disappear or won’t respond, the same questions begin to saturate the thinking. 

Being a pastor can be overwhelming.  Depression and anxiety are real parts of the job.  It 

can be very disheartening. 

I say this to you, because, you should know these things.  For some reason, many people 

fear pastors.  Perhaps it is because we wear funny clothes and use Latin phrases and Greek and 

Hebrew words.  We talk about eschatology, ecclesiology, Christology, and many other “-ology’s”.  

But, pastors struggle, too.  They need their people, just as the people need their pastor. 

But, I also say all of these things to you because that is what I started reflecting on from our 

readings today. 

All three of our readings have to do with pastors.  Okay, maybe not pastors exactly, but 

men, sent by God, to deliver His message to His people.  So, as a pastor, these messages really hit 

home.  I can see and feel their struggles. 
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Our Old Testament reading is Ezekiel’s call into ministry.  In our epistle reading, St. Paul 

speaks of his call into ministry.  And, in our Gospel, Jesus is sending out His disciples to do the 

work of the ministry.  So, yeah, it got me thinking about my own call, ministry, and being sent. 

I mean, being a pastor today, is no different than what Ezekiel, Paul, or the disciples, 

experienced.  Ok, maybe it is a little different.  I have never had God speak to me audibly, like 

Ezekiel or Paul.  I’ve also never had visions like they did.  I never actually walked with Jesus, 

either.   

But, I have preached to people.  Some would listen.  Many would not.  Some would be 

appreciative.  Many would forget what was said as soon as the last ‘Amen’ of the service is uttered. 

But, here is the neat thing about this, and it applies, not just to pastors, but to you, as well.  

St. Paul actually divulges a secret to us this morning.  Okay, it is not a secret, but you’d think it 

was, since no one seems to know it, listen to it, or heed it, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). 

Weakness?  We deny it.  We try to hide it.  But, weakness is something we have in 

abundance.   

Every medical scare reminds us of this.  Every funeral we attend reminds us of this.  Every 

accident, catastrophe, disaster, or war reported in the news.  When our legs quite, our eyes dim, 

our back aches…  The list of medications we are on.  They all remind us of this. 

Even our jobs depend on the whims of those in authority over us.   

When the plumbing backs up, the lights go out, the internet goes down, the car breaks 

down, the roof leaks… you name it, there are a million reminders of our weaknesses, our inability to 

control, fix, heal… 
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Paul describes this today, as well, “…a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 

to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about 

this, that it should leave me.” (2 Cor. 12:7-8).  

Yes, Satan, the devil, the evil one, does harass us, another reminder of our weakness.  We 

have no power over him.  He gives to us all kinds of road blocks, speed bumps, potholes and 

detours.  These thorns in the flesh, meant to derail us, should only embolden us.  Should cause us 

thankfulness and be an occasion to praise God. 

Counter intuitive, yes?  Thank God for the devil’s harassment…?  Yes.  Do it.  I dare you. 

Why?  Because, it is the exact opposite of what he wants us to do.  He wants to drive us to 

despair.  He wants to shipwreck your faith.  He wants you to give up, throw in the towel, and turn 

your back on your Creator and Redeemer.   

But, instead, when you thank God for such things, you shipwreck his attempts.  You cause 

him road blocks, speed bumps, potholes and detours. 

In our trials, temptations and failures, we simply remember God’s words, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Whose power?  Your power?  Your control?  Your abilities?  Talents?  Skills? 

“…for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

It is His power.  When it comes to sharing the Gospel, share it.  Let others know why the 

troubles bother you, but also why you have hope in the midst of those troubles.  “Thank God, I 

have this in front of me.  It causes me to rely on Him even more.” 

Look at what God says to Ezekiel at the beginning of our Old Testament reading this 

morning, “God said to me, “Son of man stand on your feet, and I will speak with you.”  And as he 
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spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 

(Ezekiel 2:1-2). 

God told Ezekiel to stand up, then God would speak to him.  But, what happens?  “And as he 

spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet…” 

And as he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet…” 

Ezekiel was told to stand, but then the Holy Spirit enters him and stands him up. 

In other places, God does similar things, “And when they bring you to trial and deliver you 

over, do not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that 

hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit” (Mark 13:11). 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not 

be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). 

You are not in control.  You are not powerful.  You are not even able to save yourself.  But, 

God is.   

When Jesus sent out the Twelve, He told them to basically take nothing with them.  This, of 

course, exposes their weakness and vulnerabilities.  Their purpose was to 1) depend on God, 2) 

share the Gospel, 3) depend on God. (Yes, 1 and 3 are the Same). 

Paul had to learn this.  Ezekiel was taught this.  The disciples lived this. 

Here are some practical lessons for you and me.   

1) Fear, love, and trust in God above all things.  Learn to depend on Him.  He has it all 

under control.  You are weak, He is strong. 

2) He hasn’t sent you, or me, to save the world.  The things I do here, are for the people 

here.  Sermons online, the live stream, Bible studies…. It is for you, should you need it 
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or want it.  In fact, it is nerve wracking having those things out in the wide world.  My 

social anxiety and fear of judgment by the people of the world are not lost when 

posting things where the whole world has access.  My job, is to be YOUR pastor, to 

equip the saints at First Lutheran for the work of the ministry. 

But, all I can do is equip, the work is yours.  If you can’t do it, then ask.  If you don’t 

know how, then ask.  If you encounter difficult situations, then ask.  But, also 

remember, God has not sent you to save the world.  He sent you to share the Gospel 

with your child, your co-worker, your neighbor, your crazy uncle, your belligerent aunt, 

your grandparents.  Whether they know the Gospel or not, share it, live it… God told 

Ezekiel after our reading this morning, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and 

speak with my words to them. 5 For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech 

and a hard language, but to the house of Israel— 6 not to many peoples of foreign 

speech and a hard language, whose words you cannot understand” (Ezekiel 3:4–6). 

Ezekiel was sent to the people within his domain of influence.  Where has God sent 

you?    

3) Let the Gospel be offensive.  You don’t have make it offensive.  It already is..  St. Paul 

reminds us,  “…but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles…” (1 Corinthians 1:23).  And, Jesus said, “Blessed are you when others revile 

you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 

12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:11–12). 
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There will be people who will not like it.  We have to learn to be okay with that.  “And 

if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake 

off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them” (Mark 6:11).   

Being a Christian is hard.  But, I’d much rather be rejected by the world and be loved by 

God, than to have the love of the world and be rejected by God. 

Friends, like Ezekiel, St. Paul, and the disciples, you have been called to do the work of the 

ministry.  Yes, we are called to good works.  Not for our salvation, but for the salvation of those 

around us.  It is a work that we get to share in.  We share in it with Ezekiel, St. Paul, the disciples, 

our pastors, and so many others.  We are not alone.  But, even more importantly, we share in it, 

just like they did, with our God.  It is primarily His work.  And we thank Him, that even in our 

weakness, He gives us the power, by His Holy Spirit, through His Word and Sacraments, through 

His Church, through His people… to stand. 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 
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