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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

I remember in one of my undergraduate classes, it was a counseling class, the professor 

asked a question.  I mean, can you imagine the nerve of a teacher asking questions of their 

students?!?!? 

Ok, it wasn’t the fact that the professor asked a question.  Instead, it was the question she 

asked.  Now, I want to set the stage for you a bit.  There were about 40 students in this class.  

Only two of us were men.  Yes, even the professor was a woman.  So, I was already outnumbered.  

But, then came the question, “How many of you believe that people are basically good?”  Almost 

every hand shot up.  Then came the follow up question, “How many of you believe that people are 

basically bad?”  Two.  Only two hands went up.  Mine, and one other.  So, which answer was the 

correct one?  Well, I’ll just say this… only two people got it right that day. 

And, my friends, therein lies the problem. 

Some, or maybe most of you, would have been in the first group who raised their hand.  

But, unfortunately, you would have been wrong.   

Want to know why?  Yes?  Then stay tuned for the rest of today’s sermon. 

Have you ever broken a dish?  Accidentally?  Or, even on purpose?  Either way, there were 

probably some fairly large pieces left over.  Probably, for the most part, large enough to glue back 

together.  While not perfect, it could still serve a purpose.  Even if that purpose was simply 

decorative or sentimental. 
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Unfortunately, this is how many Christians, and even whole denominations, see fallen 

humanity.  Yes, we are broken, but with a little glue (you know; resolve, perseverance, grit, 

determination, the right circumstance, a little luck…), God can fix us up to be somewhat useful 

again. 

But, this is not the case.  We aren’t broken in that way.  NO, we are more like Humpty 

Dumpty.  We had a great fall.  And there is no putting us back together. 

Instead of a broken dish.  You are more like a pulverized dish.  There isn’t enough glue to 

put us back together.  There is nothing but dust.    

You see, Jesus didn’t come to put us back together.  He didn’t come to fix what was broken 

in us.  No, He came to make us new again.  A new creation.  Born again.   

When Adam disobeyed God and, instead, obeyed the deceptive serpent, he brought the 

wrath and curse of God upon himself, his wife, and the serpent. 

It is this curse, caused by Adam’s disobedience that is called Original Sin.  Original Sin isn’t 

that first sin itself.  Instead, Original Sin is the result of that first sin.  It is what has been passed 

down to you and me.  It is why we do the evil things we do.  It has pulverized the image of God 

within us.  It has crushed our relationship with our Creator. 

Notice what God did in the Garden this morning.  He walked in the garden in the cool of the 

day.  The suggestion from the Hebrew is that this wasn’t a one-time incident.  But, it was a 

habitual event.  A ritual of sorts.  It shows that God had a relationship with Adam and Eve.  He 

spent time with them.  He walked with them.  He popped in, dropped in, checked in, checked up, 

stopped by, hung out… He loved them. 
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When they are not running to meet Him, God calls out to them.  Surely God already knows 

what they have done.   But, still, He gently calls out for them.  They are afraid.  They have hidden 

themselves.  And they have covered their nakedness. 

This is not just an uncomfortable bit of information for us to hear and then pass over.  

Instead, it is also part of what has been handed down to us. 

Adam and Eve, our first parents, already knew they had done wrong.  Why cover themselves 

if they thought they were in the clear.   But, this brings up a good point for you and me.   

A wise pastor once said, and I’ve adopted his verbiage, “Sin does not want to be sin.  Sin 

wants to be righteous.” 

And, this is true.  Sin, when it is exposed, tries to cover itself.  No one is better at justifying 

our sinfulness than we are.  Look at that rainbow flags that are so prevalent this month.  We cover 

our sin with Pride.  And, the world rejoices. 

But, we don’t have to look out there to find that kind of behavior.  It is right here in our 

pews.  And, unfortunately, right here in this pulpit. 

We justify our gossip.  We justify our lust.  We justify our greed.  We justify our 

unforgiveness.  We justify our pride.  We try to take what is evil in the eyes of God and make it 

acceptable in the eyes of man.  Almost, as if we care more about what others think of us, than 

what God thinks of us.  And, when it comes to justifying our sin, we find a broken and shattered 

world that is more than willing to come along and whisper in our ears, “Did God really say…” 

But, notice what God does.  He, well, first, He sees right through it.  Again, God knows the 

truth.  But, He asks a question and allows man to speak.  Remember, God still desires that 
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relationship with man, even if man is too busy running from God and trying to cover up his own 

nakedness. 

And, when Adam points the finger at Eve, God, again, allows Eve to speak.  She, however, is 

not better than Adam and points the finger at the serpent. 

At this point, there are no more questions.  The jig is up.  The show is over.  And the curtain, 

or should we say, the hammer, is about to come down… hard… on the serpent.  Yes, God curses 

Adam and Eve, and, as I said, those curses are still with us.  But, God smacks the devil. 

And, the funny thing is, while God curses the devil, He restores hope to the man, the 

woman, and to you and me, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Genesis 

3:15). 

Notice that this particular curse is between the serpent and his relationship with the woman.  

But, not just the woman, but also her seed.  This is the only time in Scripture, that I’m aware of, 

that there is any mention of the ‘seed’ of the woman.  Usually, when it comes to procreation, it is 

the man who has the seed.  But, not here.   Why? 

Perhaps it has to do with how Jesus was conceived.  There was no seed from a man.  

Instead, Mary was a virgin.  Yes, this part of Genesis is all about Jesus.  It is all about God’s 

relationship with mankind.  It is all about your God, who knew from the foundation of the earth, 

that man would need salvation and that He Himself would do it. 

And, so, here we are, those who have been broken by the sin of one man, crushed by the 

curse, pulverized by the wrath of God, “for dust you are…”.  We are a dish thoroughly broken.  

Broken to the extent that it cannot be repaired.  Instead, that dust must be washed away, through 
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baptism, and the baptized are born again.   We are not basically good.  We are basically, 

essentially, bad and corrupt.  But, God be praised, He has crushed the head of the serpent.  He has 

conquered sin, death, and the devil…“For,” says St. Paul, “ if, because of one man’s trespass, death 

reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the 

free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:17). 

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 

because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 

our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life.” (Titus 3:4–7). 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

 


