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The Funny Farmer 
Sunday  Pentecost 6, Year A 

Isaiah 55: 10 – 13; Romans 8: 12 – 17; Matthew 13: 1 – 9; 18-23 

July 12, 2020 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

I am not a farmer.  It is a vocation that requires skill, planning, grit, patience, and 

diligence.  I was raised around farms.  I spent summers with my grandparents who would farm 

and raise cattle, horses, chickens and the like.  But, I never learned the ins and outs of it.  I was 

told what to do, and I did it.  I was more a ‘farmhand’ than a ‘farmer’.  

But, even though I many not be an expert, I’m pretty sure that the farmer, the sower, in 

Jesus’ parable probably wasn’t an expert farmer, either. 

Jesus tells this story as He sat beside the Sea of Galilee.  He had just left the house, 

possibly Peter’s, where He was staying.  Peter, as a fisherman, would have lived near the sea, 

where his boat would have been docked. 

The people already flocking to Him, Jesus goes down to the shore and sits down.  That is 

how rabbi’s would teach; they would sit, while those who were learning would stand around 

them.  No doubt it would be hard to hear him if you were a few rows back.  Perhaps, this is why 

the twelve were always close by, on the front row. 

Even though they are on the beach, Jesus begins to tell them a parable about farming.  

And, this, as I said, does not seem to be an expert farmer.  He simply dips his hand into his seed 

pouch, grabs a handful of seed, and, as he walks along, just tosses the seed with out any regard to 

where it lands. 

Even I know that if you are planting seed you should first prepare the soil.  You soften it 

up, plow rows, or, at least, make little holes to place the seed in.  This makes things all nice and 

orderly.  You can better tend to and care for the little plants that will come up.  You can ensure 
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they are watered and that the weeds are pulled and removed.  You might even need a fence to 

keep livestock and other animals out.  It is a lot of work. 

But, not for this guy.  He is just tossing seed as if it is confetti at a New Years party.  And 

it is going everywhere. 

Some of it fell on the path where he was walking, and the birds swoop in and cash in on 

the free meal.   

Other seed fell among the rocks, they sprang up, but there was not enough soil for their 

roots to take hold and to gather nutrients, so they quickly died off. 

More seed fell among the thorns and these weeds quickly choked the young plants.  

Robbing them of the sustenance they needed to survive and thrive. 

But, thankfully for this funny farmer, some of the seed actually landed on good soil and 

produced a crop.  Not just a little, but some up to a hundredfold. 

This funny farmer, I suppose we could say, is also a lucky farmer.  Only 1/4th of the seed 

he scattered produced anything.  Yet, it is something of a miracle that he even got that much. 

But, you and I, both know that Jesus isn’t standing by the seashore giving out farming 

advice.  Farming technique is not the point of this parable.  In fact, this is the first time in the 

Gospel of Matthew that this word, parable, is used.  So, maybe we should talk about what a 

parable is.  Unfortunately, our reading today skips over what Jesus has to say about parables.  So, 

I’ll summarize. 

After telling this story, the disciples ask Jesus why He uses these stories.  Jesus said that 

He did so, so that some would hear, and others wouldn’t.  Or, maybe better, some would 

understand, and others wouldn’t.  It was given for the disciples to understand these things, and 

when they didn’t, Jesus would explain it to them, as He does with this very parable. 
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It is a Law and Gospel sort of distinction.  Even when preaching the Gospel, some only 

hear the Law being proclaimed.  They are not able to hear the love, mercy, and grace of the 

Gospel. 

In fact, this is the whole point of this same parable. 

The concern of the parable isn’t the work of the sower.  The sower is simply throwing 

seed.  He doesn’t make the plants grow.  He has done nothing to prepare the fields.  He doesn’t 

tend to the young plants that grow up.  He simply throws the seed, then comes back and gathers 

whatever happened to produce fruit. 

What happened in between is of no concern to him. 

Still don’t understand?  Thankfully, the disciples were no brighter than we are and Jesus 

had to slow down and explain it to them… and to us. 

When the Word of God is preached, when the Gospel is proclaimed, by any of us, we 

should be like the funny farmer.  We simply scatter it.  Not knowing or caring where it falls.  

You never know who in your office, in your family, in your class, in earshot who may actually 

be that fertile soil.  Those who will receive that seed of Good News and it will take hold.  It will 

blossom and it will produce.   

Jesus gives us four different scenarios of the types of people to whom the seed is cast to.  

Some are robbed by the devil.  Some hear, respond, and when trials and persecution bears down 

on them, the shrivel up, their faith has no roots.  Some hear, and the trials and temptations of this 

earthly life overwhelm them and choke out the word. 

But, some actually hear the good news, receive it, take hold of it, and begin to grow in it.  

They then bear fruit, producing more seed, that can then be scattered again. 
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You see it isn’t the work of the sower.  Yes, he spreads the Good News, but it is God 

Himself, working with those who hear, that does the work. 

Our job is not to do anything more than to share, authentically and purely, the good news 

of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins.  Nothing fancy.  No schemes.  No 

marketing techniques.  Just telling the truth in love. 

The world is full of schemes and fads.  Just look at the dieting world.  Every year or so a 

new technique, fad, or scheme is marketed.  If one of them was the magic bullet, there would be 

no need for the others.  Some work for some.  Some work for others.  Some just don’t care 

anymore. 

The world also markets salvation.  False religions, self help gurus, astrology, tarot cards, 

tea leaves, meditation, read this book, follow this outline, listen to this person… 

The hurting people of the world are bombarded with false claims of peace and salvation.  

The radio says to buy this and it will make you feel better.  The television says order this miracle 

product and it will solve your problems, and it is so good, they will even throw in another for 

free…if you order now. 

But, the Christian simply tells the world, there is nothing to buy.  There is no technique or 

pattern to follow.  In fact, all of that has already been done.  One man completed the task, He 

solved the puzzle, He did all the steps, and the world killed Him for it.  He did what you and I 

could not do.  We can’t even finish a diet book, let alone accomplish our own salvation. 

But, this guy, this Jesus, did it all.  He fulfilled the Law completely.  He has made peace 

with God.  And, that peace, all that work that has been done, He gives it to you.  Not for you to 

do, but so you can receive the reward. 
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My friends, that is our task.  Our only task.  Be a funny farmer.  Scatter seed.  Share the 

Good News that has taken hold inside of you.  Bear the fruit.  It isn’t your job to make it grow.  

Even Jesus was rejected.  The Apostles were dismissed.  The martyrs were silenced.  But, the 

seed they cast continues to reproduce and bear fruit even today.  Imagine how many people in 

heaven may, one day, be able to thank you for sharing the Word of God with them so that they 

could have peace with God, too.  Simply because you were a funny, yet faithful, farmer. 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

 


